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NORTHROP JOURNALISM | 
-an award-winning program- 


-What’s Bruin newsmagazine 
-Bear Tracks yearbook 


NATIONAL YEARBOOK SELECTION 
Taylor Publishing Yearbook Yearbook. 2001-present. 


NATIONAL HONORABLE MENTION 
Editorial Writing. JEA Write-Off Contest. 2005. 


STATE RUNNER-UP (MERIT WINNER) 
IHSPA Hoosier Star, What’s Bruin? newsmagazine. 2005. 


STATE FINALIST 
IHSPA Hoosier Star, newsmagazine and yearbook. 2001-present. 


STATE FIRST, SECOND AND THRD PLACES 
IHSPA Harvey Awards (individual contests), newsmagazine and 
yearbook writing and design categories. 2001-present. 


SUPERIOR, EXCELLENT AND HONORABLE MENTION AWARDS 
Ball State University High School J-Day, newsmagazine and 
yearbook writing and design categories. 2001-present. 


-COVER PHOTO OF FRESHMAN WILLIAM TERNET AND HISTORY TEACHER BRIAN HILL BY ACA'SHA TERNET 


ZACH NORRIS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
BRITTAINY ELLIS NEWS EDITOR 

AMANDA HERRINGTON INSIGHT EDITOR 
NICK EHLERDING SPORTS EDITOR 

NICK STIEBER PREMIERE EDITOR 


EMILY WEIGAND FORUM EDITOR \ A E 


ACA'SHA TERNET COVER EDITOR NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
KATIE BUTLER, MICHAEL HAYNES, MATT JACKSON, JUSTIN MEENAGH, JULIE NGUYEN, SEPT. 2006 

CLINT SPAHR, KATELYN STAYTON, BRIAN WOLF STAFF REPORTERS 

ACA'SHA TERNET CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER 

BRITTAINY ELLIS, KAITLIN FARRELL, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, SAMANTHA GOLDSBERRY, 
AMANDA HERRINGTON, JESSICA LANNING, BRIAN WOLF WB? PHOTO TEAM 
DANIEL FICKENSHER STAFF ARTIST 

KATIE BUTLER, MICHAEL HAYNES, BRIAN WOLF AD MANAGERS 

PETE BANEY ADVISER 

BARB AHLERSMEYER PRINCIPAL 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


ISTEP review hits all first periods 
Gym and cafeteria get makeovers 


Cover Story: In response to the 
state placing Northrop on academic 
watch, the big push to boost 
student achievement is on © 


Cross-county coach Barrie Peterson 
ready to make his last year his best 
Out Of Bounds: Junior columnist 
Nick Ehlerding debuts 


Showtime: Senior columnist / 
reviewer Nick Stieber debuts 
Snakes On A Plane and review 


Ed Cartoon, Zeitgeist: Sophomore 
cartoonist Daniel Fickenscher, 
junior columnist Clint Spahr debut; 
senior Zach Norris returns 4 
Fact / Opinion: Check out tine stats 
and what Bruins think 4 Z 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING 
NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF 
SAID WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, 
INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS 
TO ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT 

BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PER- 
SONAL ATTACKS. WB2 IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING OF FT. 
WAYNE, INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE 


ving home for me.” 


-assistant principal Kevin Damerell 


New assistant principal 
Kevin Damerell welcomes 
sophomore Austin Schenkel 


in his first weeks at Northrop. 
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Northrop welcomes nine new teachers, 
one new nurse and two administrators 


JULIE NYUGEN 
EMILY WEIGAND 
CLINT SPAHR 
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“Meeting 


Kevin Damerell 
-assistant principal 


WB? Do you have a 
family? 

KD: Yes, her name is Tracy 
and we've been married 
13 years. 

WB? How did you come 
to Northrop? 

KD: I graduated here, and 
last spring I wanted to 
change jobs and saw 

the posting. It’s like 
moving home for me. 


and 


talking to new 
Students Is 
the best part 
of my job.” 


-assistant principal Kevin Damerell 


4/ NEWS 


Cindy Chenoweth 


-school nurse 


WB? Tell us something no 
one knows about you. 
CC: I was a cheerleading 
coach for eight years at 
South Side. 

WB? What about your 
job? 

CC: It’s fun and it’s never 
the same. Different things 
go on and there’s lots of 
people to get to know. 


Pat Couch 
-special education 


WB? What do you think 
makes a good classroom? 
PC: Energetic students, 
great lessons 

WB? Can you tell us 
something that no one 
knows about you? 

PC: I’m a_ grandmother 
of five. I've been dancing 
since I was a kid. 


Shiloh Friel 


-social studies 


WB? What brought you to 
Northrop? 

SF:When I moved from 
North Carolina I knew I 
was going to move to Ft. 
Wayne and this is the job 
that was open. 

WB? What is your advice 
to students? 

SF: Get the job done. 
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Jonelle Furnish 
-English 


WB?: Tell us something 
nobody knows about you? 
JF: In my car, I turn the 
radio up and sing my heart 
out. But when a car pulls up 
I stop. It’s embarrassing. 
WB?: How about a unique 
experience? 

JF: It was more my mom 
and the way she raised me. 


Erik Hinser 
-physical education 


WB? Where were you 
before Northrop? 

EH: Goshen College where 
I played baseball for four 


years, first base and outfield. 


WB? Is this your first 
teaching job? 

EH: Yes, but I also student 
taught one year. I’m also 
certified in health. 


Amy McCorkle 
-English 


WB?: Tell us something 
about you no one knows. 
AM: I like to dance. 

WB?: Do you have a 
unique experience that 
made you the person you 
are today? 

AM: [hadn’t seen my dad 
since I was a kid, and he 
came back into my life 
when I was 18. 


Colleen Patrick 
-Music 


WB? What kind of music 
background do you have? 
CP: I played the violin for 
22 years and was in BOP 
when I attended Northrop. 
WB? How’s Northrop? 
CP: It’s good to be wearing 
orange again. I want to 
stay here forever. I’m right 
back at home. 
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Scott Raypole 


-science 


WB? What's the best part 
of the job so far? 

SR: I get to co-teach so I 
have someone else to help 
me out. 

WB? What is your advice 
to students? 

SR: Overdress, over 
prepare and overwork. 
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Robb Robison 
-social studies 


WB? Tell us something 
nobody knows? 

RR: I did some teaching in 
England for three months 
and I played the sax. 

WB? How about a unique 
experience? 

RR: I think I’m more of 

a culmination of several 
experiences. 


FIOM NVI88 


Bob Shank 


-athletic director 


WB? What are your goals? 
BS: We want cheeks in the 
seats, meaning we want 
fans to show up to games. 
WB? Did you play sports 
in high school? 

BS: I was the pole-vault 
state champ in Indiana 
and also admitted to the 
Indiana Track and Field 
Hall of Fame. 
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Yvonne Stokes 
-special education 


WB? What makes a 
successful classroom? 

YS: Set feasible rules. If they 
aren't feasible, don’t have 
them. Build relationships. 
WB? What about Northrop? 
YS: [have my administrator 
license and heard Northrop 
was a great place to work. 
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All Bruins required to prep for ISTEP, SAT 


Every first period alternates math, English test practice in effort to raise scores 


MATT JACKSON 


“| think 

the math 
problems 
help. | forgot 
a lot of math 
from last 
year.” 


-sophomore Justin Seyfert 


Coiotedag:h ne Pestcperiod SAT practice is | 


junior Chloe Johnson. This was part of an 
all-school effort to improve ISTEP and SAT 
scores Seer of all S dali 
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eads itched and pencils wrote 
Hees in Christine Binns’s first- 

period world history class. It was 
time for ISTEP test practice for sophomore 
Max Alexander. Something new for he, his 
classmates and all of Northrop this year. 

“These test preps just take away 10 
minutes of first period where I could be 
learning things I don’t already know,” said 
Alexander, after finishing his ISTEP math 
prompt for the day. 

“I think the math problems help. I 
forgot a lot of math from last year,” replied 
sophomore Justin Seyfert. 

Bruins were required to prepare for the 
ISTEP and SAT tests this year by doing 10- 
to 15-minute English and math exercises at 
the start of their first-period classes. 

Freshmen and sophomores were 
required to answer practice ISTEP prompts, 
while juniors and seniors worked on SAT 
problems. 

“The test exercises we’re doing every 
morning are pulled directly from last year’s 
ISTEP and SATs,” said principal Barb 
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Ahlersmeyer. 

Not only is Northrop preparing for these 
tests, but other schools too in one way or 
another. For Bruins, this also includes all 
sophomore and juniors being required to 
take the PSAT in October. (In past years, only 
the top 25 percent of sophomores took the 
PSAT.) 

“Some students don’t understand that 
the PSAT is a good preparation for the 
SAT. We’re making it available during 
school so more students will take it,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 

This all-school effort to review prior 
to testing came in response to Northrop 
recently being put on watch status by the 
Indiana Department of Education under 
Public Law 221, the state’s education 
accountability law. Only 57.7 percent of 
Bruins passed both the language and math 
portions of ISTEP last year. (But elsewhere 
in the FWCS district, Snider also was placed 
on watch status with North Side, South Side, 
Elmhurst and Wayne on probation status.) 

Although Northrop was actually on the 
high end of the watch range, the goal is 
still for everyone to show across-the-board 
academic improvement. 

“The reason we're doing this is (also) to 
refresh the students’ memories, just getting 
them thinking about the ISTEP and SAT this 
year,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

For the future, some Bruins also believed 
moving ISTEP to the spring could be a 
way to improve scores. The thought here 
is reduce what students forgot over the 
summer. 

And this could very well be, for in recent 
news reports by the Indiana Department 
of Education, there is a new unofficial 
proposal to move testing to the spring with 
smaller diagnostic tests during the year. This 
plan would also include testing in all core 
subjects: English, math, science and social 
studies. 


“The reason we're 
doing this is (also) to 
refresh the students’ 
memories.” 


2 -principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 


KAITLIN FARRELL 


= 
—_ 
Ww 
a 
a4 
ft 
[Es 
Zz 
4} 
= 
< 
M 


Northrop gym, cafeteria get 
summer makeovers 


A redone gym floor, new Bruin head added, and the name 
of Northrop’s first athletic to whom the gym was dedicat- 
ed. The cafeteria also boasts a new floor, new black and 
silver serving lines and touch-screen cash registers. 


While every one was on summer vacation, the 
Northrop gym and cafeteria got makeovers to start the 
new school year. The gym floor was sanded down and 
refinished. All new floors where put in the gymnasium 
and cafeteria. In the gym they had to take out the floor 
all the way to the bottom and sand down everything 
then repaint it. 

Now athletes, coaches and fans can look at the name 
of Northrop’s first athletic director, Mark Schoeff, to 
which the gym was dedicated and renamed for. 

Northrop has gave the gym floor a more aggressive 
Bruin look to it, there is a sharper looking N drawn 
into the floor, it also gives the floor a cleaner look with 
redrawn court lines. 

The cafeteria had some floor remodeling and the lines 
were upgraded and more efficient. They had put in new 
touch screen computers. 

“Tt took all summer, but the cafeteria wasn’t 
planned...they offered and we took the offer,” said 
principal Barb Ahlersmyer. 

The cafeteria was not planned to get new floors but 
the company that was there said that it was no problem 
and so Northrop got a new cafeteria and gym floor. 

The new serving lines were put in just the Thursday 
before school started and the computers were put in the 
day of school. 


Miller takes over as Key Club sponsor 


With a new sponsor this year, 
Northrop Key Club is also boasting 
more members than in past years. 

It has 30 people involved in the 
program so far. The group also 
welcomes social studies teacher 
Jonathon Miller as new sponsor. 

“T want the kids to have more of 
a connection with Northrop and the 
community,” said Miller. 

Last year’s sponsor, social 
studies teacher Twila Kendrick, 


was unable to continue her role. But 
with Miller now in place, Key Club can 
remain, thus avoiding the potential 
closing of the club that some feared. 

New goals this year include 
expanding the number of people in the 
club as well as boosting community 
service to 15 hours per term. Miller 
also is trying to set up more and 
different kinds of volunteering, 
whether it’s serving food locally or 
tutoring a fellow schoolmate. 


Tailgate wants to support more sports 


The Tailgate Club is the largest 
club in all of Northrop with 420 
registered members this year. Even 
though this is a slight drop from 
last year’s 500, count on Tailgate to 
be a presence this year at football 
games and at winter basketball 
games as O-Zone. 

Tailgate also will be planning 
even more events and hopefully 
going to more Northrop sport 


events this year. 

“We're going to try to do even more 
than last year. We'll do girls’ soccer 
and volleyball too this year,” said 
sponsor Brian Booker. 

In the winter, O-Zone also will keep 
its popular ESPN Night, Hawaiian 
Night and Throwback Night for 
basketball games. 

“We're going to get out there and be 
loud,” said Booker. 


Honor Society to benefit breast cancer 


Northrop’s chapter of National 
Honor Society is now raising 
money for breast cancer research 
and awareness. Members will be 
participating in a cancer walk on 
Saturday, October 7, at 9 a.m. 
National Honor Society also is 
distributing fliers to promote the 
event. 

“Our goal is to beat last year’s 
goal. That was $1,000,” said co- 
sponsor Cheri Trammel. 

The walk is two-and-a-half to 


three miles long and will take an hour 
or so to walk. The money also has to be 
turned in the Friday before the walk. 

“This year we hope to raise between 
$1,200 and $1,500,” added Trammel. 

Through this event, Bruin members 
of National Honor Society also will 
earn community service credit, one of 
the key components for being in the 
society. 

Other Northrop groups 
participating in the walk are Project 
SET and possibly Anthis Career Center. 


The Miracle Worker chosen for fall play 


Northrop’s fall play has been 
chosen and cast. The Miracle Worker, 
written by William Gibson, was 
picked as this year’s fall play 
because of its small manageable set 
along with its compelling story. 

Worker is the story of the Annie 
Sullivan’s struggle to teach a young 
blind, deaf girl named Helen Keller. 
The play also deals with the unrest 
in the Keller family that results 
from years of having to cope with 
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an uncontrollable, disobedient youth. 

The members of the southern Keller 
family are also faced with the challenge 
of welcoming a “Yankee” northern 
woman (Sullivan) into their household 
who keeps an attitude contrary to 
southern values of Helen’s father, 
Captain Keller. 

“I had a really hard time choosing 
the cast this year, but I have a really 
good feeling about this play,” said 
director Tim Miller. 
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or academic 
mprovement in 
‘all core subjects 
-and classrooms 
is becoming 
more and more 
common for all 
Bruins and FWCS 
students. 
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BRITTAINY ELLIS 
JUSTIN MEENAGH 
ACA'SHA TERNET 


With Northrop on 
academic watch, 
required by the 

state to make more 
progress now, 
accountability is 

here to stay forcing 
Bruins more and more 
fo measure up 


eads up, desk 

cleared, pencils 

ready and calculators 

on. This is the way 

Dena Wierks started 
her first-period sophomore math 
class and today’s required ISTEP 
math practice. 

The students had 15 minutes 
to answer questions before Wierks 
went over answers. 

Rebecca Jackson was there too, 
Wierks’ new co-teacher. Together 
they make up one of the many 
Northrop teacher pairs now in 
co-taught classrooms designed 
to improve student achievement 
for special and general education 
students alike. 
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“T think that it helps students learn 
better,” said sophomore Michael 
Hauser, of new co-taught classes. 

This is just one of many changes 
at Northrop to boost student achieve- 
ment and ISTEP test scores, which 
drives most of how Northrop is 
evaluated each year by the Indiana 
Department of Education. 

“Having extra help in the class- 
room gives students that are a little 
bit slower a chance to get more one on 
one attention from a teacher,” added 
Hauser. “They won't have to worry 
about not getting the help they need.” 

Northrop was placed on academic 
watch status at the start of this school 
year because it failed to show enough 
improvement from the year prior. 
(Watch is one step from the bottom 
of the state’s five-point system.) The 
point then is Northrop must improve 
from here on out, year by year. 

Another big change also includes 
all sophomores and juniors now 
required to take the PSAT standard- 
ized test. The goal here is still to 
boost achievement and avoid future 
academic probation, but also to 
promote students taking the bigger 
SAT test in the future. 


~w norm at Northrop, especially in core subjects. 
Here; math students receive help from co-teachers 
Dena Wierks (left) and Rebecca Jackson,. 


“Too many kids put off the SAT 
and that’s part of the problem,” said 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

“If students prep sooner then it’s 
going to be refreshed in their minds so 
they will have an idea of what’s on the 
test.” 

Northrop has offered SAT prep 
classes in math and English the past 
few years, but not enough students 
are able to take the class. The required, 
and now free, PSAT will boost those 
numbers and create more exposure. 
(The PSAT is as a preliminary SAT to 
prepare students.) 

“The (PSAT) questions also seem 
easier compared to the what they’re 
giving everybody on the actual SAT,” 
said senior Brandon Mitchell, who 
already took the regular SAT. 

And if easier, the point is still 
to drill questions and format into 
students’ heads to hopefully make it 
easier for students to get higher scores. 

“The best advice I can give toa 
student is to make sure you don’t put 
off the SAT,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

“If you don’t do well enough and 
and wait till your senior year, then you 
may not get into the college you want 
to attend.” 
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“The best 
advice | can 
give to a 
student is to 
make sure 
that you 
don't put off 
the SAT.” 


-principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer 


GEARING UP 


or 14 days in August and September, students 
Prencerven required ISTEP and SAT practice in 

first period. Their job to gear up and get ready 
for the upcoming tests that are even more crucial 
today to a school’s success. 

At the same time, Northrop offered ISTEP remedia- 
tion after school for those students that needed help. 
Teachers, too, were willing to give their time here. 

“It’s supposed to help them. It sets a new bar, an 
even higher bar than before,” said assistant principal 
Cheryl Strader. 

Currently in America, there are a total of 93,273 
public schools, according to washingtonpost.com. 
Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (the 
nation’s education accountability law), 24,470 schools 
since ‘04-’05 have not met federal requirements for 
what is called adequate yearly progress (AYP). 

At Northrop last year, only 57.7 percent of sopho- 
more testtakers passed both the language arts and 
math portions of ISTEP. As reported by the Indiana 
Department of Education website, this percentage is 
still below required state standards. 

“We should take it (ISTEP) at the end of the year 
instead of the beginning,” suggested junior Josh Pe- 
terson. “We just came back from summer vacation. We 
need time to prepare.” 

Then there’s graduation rates that must be kept 
_up as well as pushing students to be college-bound. 
According to Northrop graduation trends in the past 
year, 80 percent of seniors will pursue college. But 
a new problem is rising college tuition everywhere, 
making it harder and harder for some to afford. 

“T plan to attend Ball State,” said senior Justin 
arnahan, referring to the university he feels he can 
ost afford outside of the Ft. Wayne area. “They have 
at architectural program.” 
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Pencils ready: Junior Amber Duvall takes notes in Brian Hill’s 
U.S. history class. 


How many Bruins passed 
both parts of ISTEP in ‘05? 


O 80.9% 


@ 57.7% 


© 60.3% ©) 49.5% 
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Annual prices for undergraduate tuition, Northrop attendance secretary Karen 
room and board are estimated to be $9,877 Didion added that attendance is defi- 
at most public colleges, according to info- nitely affecting graduation rates. 
please.com. Tuition, room and board then “If a student has not passed ISTEP, 
average an estimated $26,065 at private their attendance must be at 95 percent to 
colleges. receive pathways (or waivers) to gradu- 
“T have a 21st Century Scholars scholar- ation,” said Didion. 
ship that will help pay for my college,” said Ahlersmeyer agreed. 
senior Lindsay Kemery, admitting this is “When students have poor atten- 
essential for her to go to college. dance, they fail their classes and tend to 


drop out or stay a freshman for three or 
four years,” she said. 

MA KI N G TH E E F FO RT Ahlersmeyer also said that not pass- 
ing the GQE part of ISTEP means not 


orthrop has its work cut out, which — graduating. Getting around that not 
| \ | then leads to another issue: only requires 95 percent attendance, but 
attendance. a student must also maintain a C aver- 
Could our attendance be affecting ISTEP —_ age, retake the test at every opportunity 
scores, yearly progress, even graduation plus take remediation classes. 
rates and going to college? She also said that Northrop’s atten- 
Last year on average, 124 students were dance rate from last year was around 93 
late each day. But this year so far, the num- percent, less than the the state-required 
bers have dropped greatly to about 17-20 95 percent. In addition, graduation rates 
late students per day. from last year (which is the percent of 
According to administration, moving seniors to graduate no more than four 
students to class 10 minutes early is what years after entering as a freshman) has 


helped this number decrease. 


“It takes 

a total 
commitment 
from 
everybody.” 


-assistant principal David West, 
on what is needed for 
Northrop to improve student 
achievement 
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You’re tardy: Assistant principal David 
West tends the daily morning tardy line. 
Northrop averages 17-20 tardies each day. 
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“We should 
take it (ISTEP) 
at the end of 
the year 
instead of the 
beginning. We 
Just came back 
from summer 
vacation.” 


-junior Josh Peterson 


yet to be determined, but, “It is defi- 
nitely lower than it should be,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 

Assistant principal David West 
added that in order to improve ISTEP 
scores, Northrop also must keep up 
after-school remediation, in-school 
remediation, and mentoring adminis- 
trators to help those who just barely 
missed passing. Also, for students 
who failed their ISTEP, there are two 
opportunities their junior and senior 
years to retake and pass. 

And what about keeping up with 
No Child Left Behind standards? At 
the present, still more improvement is 
required. 


9 


“It’s just like a business. Everybody 


has to bind goals to succeed,” said 
West. 

While it is true that most Bruins 
will and do graduate, it is also true 
that many still do not. Whether it is 
because of not passing ISTEP, poor 
attendance, or just not being willing 
to try, it seems to some that Northrop 
will not improve enough until every- 
one gets into the right frame of mind. 

“Tt takes a total commitment from 
everybody,” said West. 


ALL ART BY DANIEL FICKENSCHER 
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Top 10 U.S. states 
with the most 
failing schools 


. MICHIGAN 

. CALIFORNIA 
SOHIO 
“GEORGIA 

. NEW YORK 

. ILLINIOS 

. ARIZONA 


. NEW JERSEY 


9. MASSACHUSETTES 


10. PENNSYLVANIA 
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Peterson hopeful for final year as head 


O Nn a ie O ‘f cross-country coach; team behind him 
T R His last hurrah: Boys’ cross- 
country coach Barrie Peterson is 
eS O OC pulling out all the stops for his ? 
final season. 


Bottom, His team takes off for 
another long run. 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


s rain sprinkled down on a cold When Northrop 
Are afternoon, boys’ cross- opened in 1971, 
country coach Barrie Peterson stood Peterson was the 

on the track holding his stopwatch preparing head track and 
for another cross- country practice. cross-country coach 

When Peterson graduated from until 1983. He 
Augustana College in 1964 with a business would return again 
degree, he admitted that was not what he in 1994. For the next 
wanted to do. 33 years he also 

“T didn’t like working in big business. I taught business at 
always wanted to become a youth pastor so Northrop. 
I decided to combine my love for youth and He has not only 
sports,” he said. coached at Northrop 

In 1968, Peterson graduated from Saint but also at Holy 
Francis College with a teaching license. He Cross, IPFW and 
first started coaching at Ft. Wayne Central Concordia High 
High School in 1969 until it closed in 1971. School. 

The boys’ team continued to run with “T have always 
Peterson giving advice, encouragement and looked forward to 
pushing them harder each time. Watching every season. Each 
the team work together, one could see and season brings new 
feel the respect they had for Peterson and rewards,” said 
each other. Peterson. 

“Potentially, it could be one of our best Senior runners 
teams. We have to wait until the end of the this season include - > 
season to find out,” he said. Bobby Moldovan, Te 3 

To Peterson’s surprise, Dave Milligan Dan Eztcorn, F e 
suddenly to stop by practice. Milligan was Brandan Smith, Brett fa be ar, i Ae 
part of Central’s track and cross-country Rahrer and Casey rags 
team from 1969 to 1971. The two had not Johnson. As team, and with a record of 44-5 at In 1997, he also assisted the boys’ track 
seen each other in 35 years. one point, the boys also are undefeated so far and field team to a state title. 

“He taught us back then that running this season. But now it’s been 38 years and 
is something you do your whole life,” said “Every year our goal is to go to the state Peterson has decided to make this his 
Milligan. “I still run. I even run on my meet. We like to make it to the podium, which is _ last year. And by the looks on the cross- 
lunch break sometimes. He also taught top five,” said Peterson. country runners’ faces, it was evident they 
me discipline that stills carries on with me Since he began coaching in 1969, Peterson’s too were realizing that it was Peterson’s 
today.” teams have been runner-up at state four times. last year as their coach. 


“Every trip we take 
makes me realize that 
it is the last. It can be 
emotional.” 


-boys’ cross-country coach Barrie Peterson 
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Feichter elected to IHSAA advisory board; 
only area athlete to be chosen 


KATELYN STAYTON 


thousands of teens involved 

in high school athletics. But 
only a privileged 18 are picked 
to serve on the IHSAA student 
advisory board. 

Senior Scott Feichter is now 
one of these 18, and the only one 
from the Ft. Wayne area. 

One of the student board’s 
functions includes hosting 
student meetings held with 
the fall area principals around 
the state. Feichter and board 
members also lead student- 
athlete meetings to gather 
insight of high school athletics 
throughout the state. Member- 
school principals also are asked 
to allow one of their student 
leaders to accompany them to 
their fall meeting. 

Feichter will do this and he 
will assist the IHSAA executive 
committee during state award 
ceremonies throughout the 
entire school year. 

He first applied for the 
position while in Indianapolis. 
Next there were three interviews 
he had to go through in order 
to be accepted, which tested 
Feichter’s knowledge of the 
IHSAA advisory board as well 
well as providing evidence of 
student leadership. 


[: Indiana today, there are 


WB? How did you hear about 
this opportunity? 

SF: Mr. McMillen (former 
athletic director) told me about it 
and thought I should apply. 
WB? How many people got to 
be on this committee? 

SF: I don’t know exactly how 
many students are part of the 
IHSAA overall, but they had to 
send 11 people away for this. 
WB? How does it feel to have 
this honor? 

SF: I feel honored because I’m 
representing my family and also 
my school. 

WB? What exactly do you do on 
this committee? 

SF: We attend their meetings and 
give advice from a teenage point 
of view on rules. 

WB? What sports were you 
assigned to? 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


Senior Scott Feichter was elected to the ‘O6-’07 
IHSAA Student Advisory Board. Feichter is the only 
student athlete in the area to be selected. 


SF: I was assigned to football and basketball. 

WB? Are there scholarships available from the IHSAA? 
SF: There are scholarships you can apply for. I might 
apply for one. 

WB? What questions were you asked in your 
interviews? 

SF: In the first interview, they asked questions about the 
committee because we had a pamphlet to look over. In 
the other interviews, they asked how were we going to 
represent the IHSAA and what activities we were in. 
WB? How many times does the IHSAA committee meet 
and where are your meetings held? 

SF: There are four meetings this year and they are held in 
the IHSAA headquarters in Indianapolis. 
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Out with the old, 
in with the new 


redone gym floor, professional 

A= posts for Spuller Stadium, 
new track, metal bleachers 

for the baseball field. Even our football 
team is showing more promise this 
year. All symbols of a new time for the 
Northrop athletic department. He also 
shows up to every 
sporting event 
in a shirt and tie. 
Welcome new 
athletic director 
Bob Shank. 

When listening 
to parents of 
athletes, he 
heard of when 
Northrop games 
were always sold 
out. He heard 
of Northrop 
basketball in the 
‘70s and ‘80s and 
how there weren’t 
enough bleachers. 
Now, it seems we 
hope that for one game a year. 

But Shank is here now and he’s 
listening. He’s also aiming to put more 
“cheeks in the seats” as he describes it 
and to bring back more school spirit. 

On a daily basis, Shank has a pretty 
tight schedule. Setting up contracts 
for different sporting events, going to 
many events to support our teams, and 
managing crowds while there to ensure 
safety. 

A graduate of North Side, Shank 
lettered in basketball, wrestling and 
track. He was a state champion pole- 
vaulter as a Redskin. (His son, Corey, 
could possibly follow in his father’s 
footsteps.) He went to University of 
Illinois on scholarship as a pole-vaulter 
where he received All-American honors. 
He was then admitted into the Indiana 
Track and Field Hall of Fame. 

Before becoming athletic director, 
Shank was an elementary then a high 
school gym teacher. (I even had him as 
my kindergarten gym teacher.) 

We all should welcome Shank as 
athletic director. We all should be 
anxious to see the great job he will do as 
the new leader of Northrop athletics. 

And a little sidenote: I also dream 
we would have turf someday on our 
football field, and that Northrop won’ t 
go even one game without it being sold 
out. But until then, I’ll keep dreaming. 


Out Of 
Bounds 


NICK 
EHLERDING 
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Spillner out for rest of 
season; football 3-2 


What a game! The Bruins fought back from 
a 15-8 halftime deficit to defeat Concordia 
with an 18-15 win earlier this season. Senior 
Brandon Russell also rushed for 172 yards. 


The Northrop varsity football team may 
have lost to long time rival Snider 44-0, 
but it still has a record of 3-2 after a 36-13 
homecoming victory over Elmhurst. 

“The Snider game was just a minor 
setback that we are sure to overcome,” said 
head football coach Ernie Bojrab. 

Top players this season include seniors 
Brandon Russell, Chris Reichert, Quentin 
Walker, junior quarterback Dan Beer and 
Tyler Spillner who became sidelined by a 
collarbone injury at practice the week prior 
to the homecoming game. 

Earlier in the season in an exciting game 
against Concordia, Northrop rallied back to 
win, 18-15. Leading player there included 
Russell over the Cadets with 172 yards on 
16 carries. He also had a 60-yard run that 
became a winning touchdown run in the 
fourth quarter. 

“Goals for this season are to win the 
(SAC) conference and go to the state playoffs 
with momentum,” said Bojrab. 

“We are all backed up by strong character 
and even stronger confidence.” 


Weigand scores lone 
goal in win over Snider 


The boys’ soccer team has a record of 2-1 
so far this season, with a loss to Dekalb but 
wins against Wayne and Snider. 

Northrop’s most recent win was against 
Snider, defeating the Panthers 1-0. The 
game’s only goal came from sophomore 
Mark Weigand and assisted by junior Jake 
Curtis. 

“The win against Snider was huge. This 
was the first time we’ve beaten Snider in the 
last three or four years,” said head coach Jeff 
Clark. 

“Our goals are to win the SAC and 
hopefully grab the sectional title,” he added. 
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Moldovan paces 
cross-country to 44-5 


With only one runner lost from last 
year, the Big Orange Pack is halfway 
through the season and still running 
strong. 

With coach Barrie Peterson in his last 
season and with five seniors, the Bruins 
also are currently 44-5. 

“We have a really good team this year,” 
said senior Bobby Moldovan. “My times 
are right where I want them to be.” 

Many runners also have fought injuries 
at differnt times including top runners, 
seniors Brett Rahrer and Casey Johnson. 

“Once everyone comes back from 
injury, our team is going to be even 
better,” said Rahrer. 

Right now in the recent Power Poll of 
The News-Sentinel, Northrop is in first 
place over Dekalb and Dwenger. 

The next race for the Big Orange Pack 
is the Culver Invitational on Sept. 23. 


Price spikes 17 kills; 
volleyball 11-7 


The volleyball team recently took 
Snider into a fifth game on the road, but 
fell short 17-15. Sophomore Bailee Price 
still had 17 kills in the loss to Snider. 

“Snider dodged a bullet,” said head 
coach Joyce Moss. 

The team’s overall record is now 10-7 
and 1-1 in the SAC. 

In the recent Power Poll of The News- 
Sentinel, the Bruins are ranked fourth in 
the area under Snider and Dwenger, the 
same for the conference. 

“We want to beat the rest of the SAC 
teams, win sectionals and regionals and 
play in the state tournament,” said Moss. 

Against South Side for another high- 
light thus far, the Bruins defeated the 
Archers in three straight games at home. 

The Bruins next big event is a Sept. 
23 Muncie Burris tournament in Muncie, 
Indiana. 


Orens lead tennis to 
10-1; 5-1 in SAC 


The boys’ tennis team has improved 
to a record of 10-1 with its only loss com- 
ing from South Side. 

“We want to win sectionals and the 
East Noble Invitational,” said top junior 
Caleb Oren, Northrop’s top no. 1 singles 
player with a record of 5-4. 

Sophomore Nate Oren is Northrop’s 
top no. 2 singles player currently at 9-2. 

“The team is living up to its potential 
and the sky is the limit,” said head coach 
Shane Crager. 

According to schedule, the next boys’ 
tennis match is the East Noble Invitation- 
al set for Sept. 23. 


Girls’ soccer 2-3-1; 
ties Snider 


The girls’ soccer team began its season 
with a 2-3 record, then came a big 2-2 tie 
from a rival game against Snider. 

“I think if we play our game, we’re 
going to do really well,” said sophomore 
Carly Mirwaldt, confident for the rest of 
the season. 

The girl’s soccer team has only won 
two games so far: Wayne 4-0, New 
Palenstine 2-1, then tied Snider 2-2. 

“We'll do better,” said head coach 
Brian Booker. 

Upcoming games include Penn, fourth 
in the state, and South Bend Adams. They 
also play Homestead, now ranked 19th. 


Girls’ cross-country 
fourth at home invite 


The girls’ cross-county team is off to 
a running start this season. With SAC in 
three weeks and sectionals in four, the 
team is preparing. 

“It’s much better than last year,” said 
head coach Matt Miller, in his second 
year with the girls. “We've got some great 
senior and freshmen leaders.” 

At the recent Bruin Invitational, 
the girls placed fourth only losing to 
Northridge, Concordia and Chesterton. 

“We're running hard,” said freshman 
Alicia Gaffer. 
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Wierks third in SAC 
tourney; girls’ golf 2-8 


The girls’ golf team finished its 
regular season 2-8, placing third in the 
SAC tournament with sophomore Kylee 
Wierks placing third as an individual. 

“T will be in more tournaments in the 
summer, and I'll spend time in the winter 
at indoor courses as well,” said Wierks. 

The team was led by Wierks who was 
named All-SAC last year, and had an 
average of 44 strokes this year. 

“We've shown great improvement 
learning to play like a varsity team. We’re 
learning to play at that level and doing a 
great job,” said head coach Dan Gibson. 


Top 10 


Highest-grossing summer 
movies 


Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest -- $407.5 million 


Cars -- $240.6 million 


X-Men: The Last Stand -- 
$234.2 million 


The Da Vinci Code -- $217.5 
million 


Superman Returns -- $195.4 
million 


Over The Hedge -- $154.8 
million 


Click -- $135.9 million 


Mission: Impossible III -- 
$133.4 million 


CONDOR WN 


Talladega Nights: The Ballad of 
Ricky Bobby -- $127.8 million 


10. 


-source: yahoo.com 


“ 


The Devil Wears Prada -- 
$120.6 million 


Coming UP 


Movie Preview 


-source: imdb.com 


Dylan brings it all back home 


he air smelled like cigarettes, old 
hippies and baseball. Bob Dylan, the 
legend himself, was about to perform 
at Memorial Stadium, the home of the Ft. 
Wayne Wizards. 

All of a sudden, the lights that were set 
up on stage shut off. A local announcer came 
on the amplifiers surrounding the stage 
erected on second base. 

“Bob Dylan, The Voice of the Sixties, The 
Leader of the Counterculture....” 

Anyone who really knows about Dylan 
knows that he hated the hippies. 

In his autobiography Chronicles Volume 
I, Dylan wrote about his disgust over the 
hippies annointing him the savior of their 
movement. 

“Whatever the counterculture was, I’d 
seen enough of it,” wrote Dylan. 

He even went as far as to get a gun from a 
friend to protect he and his family from “his 
followers” trying to break into his house in 
Woodstock, New York. Needless to say he is 
not a fan of the flower children. 

We were afraid he was going to walk 
off stage and leave after the opening 
announcement, but luckily he didn’t. 

For those of you who are not familiar 
with Bob Dylan, you'd be surprised how 
familiar you actually are. 

Dylan is probably the only single 
musician alive today that has had an impact 
on almost every type of modern music. 

Rock, country, folk, blues, jazz, gospel, 
and yes, even rap. Don’t believe me? Listen 
to “Subterranean Homesick Blues.” The man 
was spitting rhymes before TuPac and Biggie 
could tie their shoes. Dylan first gained 
major recognition as an artist at the age of 19 
with his album The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan. 

Today, he is 65 years old. But I will tell you 
the man I saw on stage that night was not 65. 

Dylan kicked off the show on keyboard 
with “Cat’s In The Well” and stayed on it 
the rest of the night, rocking out the stadium 
from that point on. 

The crowd went insane on the second 
song “You Ain’t Goin’ Nowhere,” when he 
pulled out his harmonica and played a solo. 

By the third song, “Tweedle Dee & 
Tweedle Dum,” it was clear the drummer 
was on that night. Usually the drums aren’t 


miked up that well 
at concerts, but 

this time they were 
in the forefront. 
Dylan and his band 
were jamming big 
time. All the songs 
sounded five times 
better than their 
recorded versions. 

“Girl From the 
North Country” 
and “Watching The 
River Flow” served 
as a brief slow-song 
intermission before 
the band kicked it 
up again with “Stuck Inside Of Mobile With 
The Memphis Blues Again.” 

Dylan then continued with his rockin’ 
concert set renditions of “Masters Of War,” 
“Leopard-Skin Pill-Box Hat,” “Tangled Up 
In Blue,” and my second favorite song of the 
concert “Highway 61 Revisited.” 

He went on to play “My Back Pages” 
and possibly the best song of the concert, 
“Summer Days.” I swear they must have 
cranked it up to a Spinal Tap “11” in that 
number. It was loud. 

Dylan then left the stage and came 
out again with his band to play an encore 
of “Like A Rolling Stone” and a Jimi 
Hendrix-esque version of “All Along The 
Watchtower” to finally end the show. 

After the concert my good friend Timothy 
Jasper Byers called me up on my cell phone. 

“Dude, did you hear Bob Dylan playing?” 

“Yeah I did,” said my friend. “Dude, I 
could hear him all the way from my house. 
That’s insane.” 

No ordinary old man has the ability 
to rock out a concert so loud that it can 
be heard across town. The Bob Dylan we 
witnessed was not 65 years old. We saw a 
Dylan even younger and more energetic than 
his 19-year-old self. 

On stage that night, I thought back to a 
line in “My Back Pages” from the set: 

I was so much older then/I’m younger 
than that now. 

Dylan is forever young, and he’s here to 
stay. 


Showtime 
‘2 


NICK 
STIEBER 


Sept. 22 Sept. 29 Oct. 6 Oct. 13 

-All the King’s Men -The Guardian -The Texas Chainsaw Massacre: -The Grudge 2 
-Flyboys -Open Season The Beginning -Sunshine 

-The Science of Sleep -School for Scoundrels -Alex Rider: Operation Stormbreaker -Man of the Year 
-American Hardcore -The Last King of Scotland -Employee of the Month -The Marine 
-Jackass: Number Two -Jesus Camp -The Departed -Shortbus 
-Fearless -A Guide to Recognizing -The Queen -Infamous 

-Feast Your Saints -Little Children 
-Renaissance -Driving Lessons 
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Snakes on a Plane! 


Or how Samuel L. Jackson’s new movie got so popular 


ZACH NORRIS 


ith the cost of refreshments, 
ticket prices and the gas for the 
trip to the movie theaters, many 


people are wondering what the main 
attraction of movies really is all about. 
The main reasons people go to the 
movies are: for the genre of movie, the 
actors that are starring in it, plus the 
ability to transform you into the movie. 
For the past year many critics have 
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been talking about Snakes on a Plane, the 
movie directed by David Ellis. 

Movies overall continue to become very 
popular. However, some film critics also 
believe a movie will do well at the box office 
if it has R rating. This belief has been proven 
true with Snakes on a Plane. 

According to imdb.com, Snakes is most 
popular with men and women ages 18-29. 
This is also the age group that atttends most 
R-rated movies. 

However, out of the 22,314 people who 
have rated 
Snakes, 62 

percent gave 
. if -— the movie a 
At Ne perfect 10 rating. 
_ Another theory 
e out there is that a 
movie can be very popular 
because of how a title can give 
away a movie. 
In Snakes, Samuel L. Jackson 
plays Neville Flynn who is escorting 
a witness onto a plane headed for Los 
Angeles. However, the antagonist of the 
movie is an assassin who is bent on killing 
Flynn’s witness. He then puts about 450 
snakes onto the same plane. 
Snakes is an action, thriller and horror 
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movie that stars one of the most popular 
actors of his time, which is one reason people 
are coming to see Snakes. 

Jackson usually plays bad guys and 
drug addicts who are violent, loud- 
mouthed people with unusual beliefs and 
philosophies. 

As an actor, Jackson has acted in over 100 
films and is also an up-and-coming producer. 
He also received an Oscar nomination for his 
character Jules Winnfield in Pulp Fiction. 

Another reason actors such as Jackson 
are so popular is because they do not only 
have great talent, but they also play normal 
people to which an audiences can relate. 

In real life, Jackson has a wife and 
daughter and his nickname is Sam “King 
of Cool.” He also suffered from drug usage 
until 1991 while portraying a drug addict in 
Jungle Fever. 

As Jackson was growing up he suffered 
from a stutter. A speech therapist suggested 
that he should audition for a play to improve 
his stutter. He did, and his speech began to 
improve and he changed his major. 

Moviegoers want to become part of a 
movie too. In Snakes, you can’t help but be 
thrust into the slithery plot. 

Fans of Snakes have purchased millions 
worth of merchandise. They also have 
started creating posters, quotes, and even 
tattoos that reflect the name Snakes. 

Even though Snakes on a Plane is 
no longer on the top 10 list of movies 
in America, it still raises a great deal of 
publicity and criticism, which in the end 
pushes people even more to the movies. 


Snakes on a Plane slithers onto B-list for general audiences 


KATELYN STAYTON 


Gee slithering through toilets, 


popping out of oxygen masks. Just 

some of the worst nightmares for 
humans, fortunately for the crew on 
Snakes on a Plane, it’s just their job. 

Snakes stars Samuel L. Jackson as 
Neville Flynn, an FBI agent in charge of 
escorting Sean Jones (Nathan Phillips), 
who witnessed a brutal mob murder, 
safely from Hawaii to Los Angeles to 
testify. 

The crime boss facing prison smuggles 
a crate of snakes onto the aircraft which 
would release its deadly cargo halfway 
during the flight. 

The passengers have to work together 
to try and block off the snakes from where 
they were trying to get to. 

Packing bags and suitcases on top of 
each other doesn’t work either. The snakes 
craw] over, under and through the entire 


luggage. 
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Some parts of this movie are unrealistic. 
The snakes start biting the passengers in 
really unnecessary places. 

The grossest part was probably when you 
see a snake crawl out of a man’s mouth. 

Flynn has to get a hold of a snake expert 
and send pictures to show what kind of 
poisonous creatures are on the plane, 
and find out what kind of antidote the 
passengers need. 

To make matters worse the pilot on the 
plane gets bit first. The deadly creatures cut 
through the wires, the lights go off along 
with the air conditioning. 

Flynn is forced to fight off snakes and get 
oxygen back on the plane so the passengers 
don’t suffocate. 

I didn’t like the actors in the movie. The 
passengers made it seem like Flynn had to 
do all the work in destroying these reptiles. 

The only thing you hear is the passengers 
screaming and running on top of people, 
instead of killing the vicious snakes. 
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You could tell the snakes were 
computer-generated, which didn’t make 
it scary to the human eye. 

The passengers also needed someone 
to eventually pilot the plane. A man 
named Troy volunteers to take the 
responsibility. 

I really liked the plot of the movie, 
and how they landed the plane was also 
very cool. 

There was a little humor with actor 
Kenan Thompson, as Troy, and of course 
the movie’s famous line from Samuel 
L. Jackson. Rachel Blanchard, from the 
movie Clueless, also plays a woman 
named Mercedes. She acts as this very 
high maintenance first-class girl and her 
dog is her most precious possession. 

The ending was all right. They could 
have shown the legal actions that were 
supposed to follow. But other than that, 
the movie is better than what it looks like 
in the previews. B 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


ormally big names 
like Diddy, 50 Cent, 
Jessica Simpson, and 


Rhianna are expected to rule 
the annual MTV Video Music 
Awards (VMAs). 

But this year it was the 
underdogs who came out on 
top. Taking home the Video 
of the Year Award was none 
other than Panic! At the 
Disco. 

“Tt was an underdog 
night here at the Video Music 
Awards,” reported John 
Norris of MTV News. 

During the 2005 VMAs 
last year, Panic! At the Disco 
was just an underdog group 
performing the opening act, 
while this year they came out 
ahead of the pack. 

Opening up the pre-show 
was Fergie from The Black 
Eyed Peas. She performed her 
number three chart topping 
song “London Bridge.” Fergie 
pulled up to the red carpet in 
a car-drawn carriage. Dancers 
dressed as guards from 
Buckingham Palace escorted 
her down the red carpet. 

Justin Timberlake’s hit 
song “Sexy Back” was perfect 
for the opening performance. 
Many artists including 
Shakira, Beyonce, and Ciara 
brought appeal and elegance 
back to the red carpet. 
Normally the big thing to 
wear to the VMAs is a lot of 
bling. Many celebrities stuck 
to simple accessories, like 
Ciara who wore a 100-karat 
necklace of yellow heart- 
shaped diamonds, worth a 
whopping $1 million. 

The host of the show was 
actor and comedian Jack 
Black. For his introduction, he 
came out of a spaceship in a 
moon man costume and then 
accidentally caught himself 
on fire and sang a song he 
made himself. 

Older artists like Christina 
Aguilera and Evanescence, 


VMAs favor rock 


Panic! At the Disco best music video 


who haven’t been heard from 
in a while, came back out 

too. Aguilera performed her 
new hit song “Ain’t No Other 
Man But You” in a ‘50s-style 
red Marilyn Monroe inspired 
gown. 

Other performances 
included “Hips Don’t Lie” 
by Shakira and Wyclef Jean, 
“Move Along” by The All 
American Rejects and “Won’t 
Let You Go” by Beyonce. 

One of the most interesting 
performances was by an up- 
and-coming group called OK 
GO. They performed on eight 
treadmills. Yes. Treadmills. 
The eight treadmills were 
lined up in two rows of four, 
each one running a different 
direction. At times the guys 
looked like they were gliding 
across the dance floor. 

“We had practiced for 
months to get this (the dance) 
right,” the group told Norris. 

Moon Man Award winners 
included Pink for her pop 
video “Stupid Girls,” which 
made fun of many other 
female celebrities including 
Jessica Simpson, Lindsey 
Lohan and Nicole Richie. 
Chamillionaire won best rap 
video for “Ridin.” Best dance 
video was awarded to The 
Pussycat Dolls for “Buttons.” 

MTV also had an 
educational part of the show. 
Former Vice President Al 
Gore came out and talked 
to everyone about the 
environment. The biggest 
concern is global warming, 
said Gore. According to polls 
on think.mtv.com, this is 
something young people are 
concerned about and want to 
help control. 

The 2006 Video Music 
Awards was a night of 
miracles, as the rocking 
underdog bands who were 
once the opening acts have 
now become the headliners of 
concerts as big as the VMAs. 
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COURTESY OF AMANDA HERRINGTON 


Kane not able to produce a hit 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


ake a coin. Flip it. 
Whatever you flip it’s 
going to be 50/50. The 


same is true of Danity Kane’s 
self-titled debut album. 

In the end, this album is half 
and half. Half good, half not. 

While listening to this album 
I had mixed emotions. Half of 
the songs I liked and the other 
half I didn’t. 

Danity Kane is the name of 
the all girl band from P. Diddy’s 
Making The Band television 
series. The most recent season 
ran on MTV this past summer. 

Obviously third time is a 
charm, because this was Diddy’s 
third season of making the band, 
and this is the first band that 
actually made an album. 

Take five girls with pretty 
decent singing talent and make 
them sing way to high. That’s 
what half the songs sound like, 
for example the song “One 
Snot 

Whenever they sang naturally 
it sounded amazing. Those 
songs were easy to listen to. 

Although these five girls are 
extremely gorgeous and dance 
like professionals, their vocals 
seemed stretched at times, 
like they couldn’t hit the note 
comfortably. 

Honestly, the best song 
on the album is their single 
“Showstoppers.” 

Not slashing these girls 
singing abilities by any means, 
but they are stronger performers 
than they are vocalist. 

Now, obviously they 
wouldn’t have been chosen 
if they couldn’t sing, but 


honestly I just rather watch their 
choreographed dances than hear 
them sing. 

Some of the sound quality on 
the album is strange. The vocals 
at times sound louder than the 
music. 

For example track 15. Yes, 
the music shouldn’t overpower 
voices, but it’s almost a faint 
beat and then overpowering 
voices. Buy the album, you'll 
understand. 

Despite any downfalls, it’s a 
good cruising around the town 
with your girls CD. It has a lot of 
songs to sing along with. 

Like any new album it takes 
a while to get used to the songs. 
After a while most of them grew 
on me. The high-pitch voices 
were the only turn off on some 
of the tracks. 

But for all the hype this 
album got it was sort of 
disappointing. 

All the media got a lot of 
people excited to buy this album. 
So many people did and soon 
the album was the #1 debut on 
the SoundScan/ Billboard 200 
album chart. 

Selling over 234,000 albums 
in its first week, Danity Kane 
sold more albums than multi- 
platinum artists OutKast and 
Christina Aguilera. 

But selling that many albums 
doesn’t mean it’s a good album. 
It just means people were 
curious enough to buy it to hear 
what it sounded like. 

When buying an album the 
content of the songs can be a 
mystery. No one truly knows 
until they buy it. 

It wasn’t that bad, but it 
wasn’t spectacular either. It 


was mediocre. 

Now some may 
disagree, but remember 
it’s about personal 
preferences.This album isn’t 
“showstopping,” but it was 
still good. C 


Left, Danity Kane’s self- 
titled debut album sold over 
234,000 records in its first 
week on the charts. 
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Push students to do their best 


STAFF 


chools have always been 
G ists by the way their 

students perform. This includes 
the number of failing students, 
attendance, graduation rates, and 
ISTEP scores. Is it all the students 
fault? Or do the teachers play a large 
role too? 

So here we are, now on a school 
watch status, according to Indiana 
Public Law 221. Reports say we have 
to improve. So how do we bring 
scores and rates up? 

“Unfortunately it takes a crisis to 
get something to change,” said one 
What's Bruin? staffer. 

There are students that just don’t 
care about the way they perform on 
standardized tests and it’s bringing 
down the school’s total score. 

Why should the whole school be 
punished? 

Students should be holding 
themselves accountable for not 
doing their homework. Teachers 
should also, be able to punish the 
students for not doing homework, 
because teachers can’t always trust 
students to finish their homework. 

Teachers try to do their best, 
but do not always get to spend the 
time needed with students who are 
academically behind. 

A majority of the What's Bruin? 
staff thinks there should be more 
rewards from more classes for 
students who are doing their job. 

Even though students don’t like 
the idea of homework, they do need 
to finish it. Schools are getting funds 
taken away for not having high 
enough scores. Northrop missed the 
passing ISTEP rate last year by only 
a few students. And if we stay on 
that track, more funds and programs 
could be cut. 

It’s just not logical that the state 
would take away funds from schools 
that do poorly and give them to 
schools that are already at the top. 
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They should be giving the funds 
to schools with lower scores, so 
they can bring them up to par. 
Giving more funds to higher 
achieving schools will just make 
the gap even bigger between good 
schools and the mediocre ones. 

After high school many plan 
to go to college. Teachers know 
what needs to be done to get into 
college, so they should help even 
more to prepare for college. 

A minority What's Bruin? staff 
thinks that teachers shouldn’t 
push students as much, but 
instead simply try to help more 
when needed. 

On the other hand, there are 
many students that do slack off, 
and unfortunately this is part of 
the reason schools are doing so 
poorly. 

In the end, schools should 
start harsher 
punishments 
for their 
students who 
don’t turn in 
homework or 
choose to blow 
off quizzes 
and tests. 

There are 
many ways 
schools could 
do this, but 
the fact is 
they aren’t. 
Students need 
to step it up 
and schools 
need to push 
harder. 

We must. 
For we must 
improve and 
avoid the 
penalties that 
await if we 
don’t. 
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Fact / Opinion 


SAT The newest test was created 
to be longer with more English 
sections 


“It’s just confusing for 
everyone. Math is only 
one-third of the test now.” 


-SAT math teacher Melanie Salyer 


34% President Bush’s current public 
approval rating. His rating before 
9/11 was around 89 percent 


“It’s down because we’re 
still in the war. My whole 
family doesn’t like Bush.” 


-freshman Courtney Ryan 


"POOR PLUTO 
ALL OF A SUDDEN HE'S 


NOT ‘BIG ENOUGH’. 


YSHOSNAAO IS TAINVG 


America finally getting more fuel-efficient 


eitgeist. 
This German word refers to the 
spirit of the times. 


It’s also the name of this new column. 

Americans are always trying to examine 
and determine how this spirit will change 
over time. 

This idea also fits with gas prices and the 
energy debate that has the country riled up. 

Recently off of the coast of Louisiana and 
Texas, a massive oil field was discovered 
which might reduce reliance on foreign oil. 

Despite this, there is still a large interest 
in possible alternative fuel sources, such 
as ethanol and coal gasification. It is not an 
entirely new technology, but it has gained 
new interest from various sources in recent 
days. 

Several states are experimenting with 
gasification, which serves to turn coal into a 
more efficient form of fuel. 

This process breaks coal down to its 
core components through the use of high 
temperatures and concentrated amounts of 
oxygen. 

This process is in use in Germany and the 
Netherlands. U.S. states such as California 
and Wyoming have also begun to consider 
usage of this technology. Then there’s North 
Dakota who has been using it in different 
areas for many years. 


There are 
many benefits to 
this technology. 
Gasified coal is 
used to power a gas 
turbine, which is 
more efficient than 
conventional coal. 

It also allows for 
the total elimination 
of carbon dioxide 
emissions. Despite 
the conversion from 
carbon to carbon 
dioxide, gasification 
allows energy to be 
created. 

This is made 
possible, because the carbon dioxide 
produced by gasified coal is much more 
concentrated than air combusted coal. That 
allows for carbon capture and storage to be 
much easier than it has been in the past. 

With this ability to contain possible 
pollutants, environmental dangers such 
as acid rain and smog may be possible to 
eliminate. 

The U.S. does have an abundance of 
coal reserves which the U.S. Department of 
Energy estimates will last up to 285 years. 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 


With such an abundance of coal reserves 
in the United States, as well as the recent 
discovery of the massive oil field off the 
coast of Louisiana and Texas, our nation has 
the potential to become much more self- 
sufficient. 

Use of this technology may help the 
United States become more independent, 
no longer needing to rely on foreign oil and 
fuels to meet the constant energy demands 
throughout the nation. 

But even with all of the possible benefits 
that come with gasification, there is still the 
problem of gathering the amount of coal 
needed for the process. 

Mine dangers and accidents are still as 
real a possibility now as it ever has been. 
Even with the use of gasification, there also 
is the question of transportation. There is 
little, if any, mention of coal as a potential 
fuel for motorized vehicles which means gas 
prices could still go up and remain high. 

Despite the downfalls that may be 
associated with the use of coal as America’s 
primary source of large-scale energy, the 
benefits are still very high. 

The end decision seems to lay with 
individual state legislatures as to how 
widespread this new technology may 
become in future years. 


Steroids bulking up even more ethics trouble 


or the past few years, the issue of 
Preemie athletes taking steroids has 

continued to grow. However, the main 
problem has switched from whether steroid 
use is dangerous for an individual's health, 
to whether or not the use of steroids violates 
professional and moral ethics. 

There are thousands of people who suffer 
from drug abuse, and not just from steroids. 
However, the only time we really hear 

about steroids is when an athlete fails a 
random drug test. The issue of steroids alone 
degrades the human race but it also destroys 
the values and fairness of sports all over the 
world. 

Looking back in history at the great 
athletes in sports, in people such as Hank 
Aaron, Michael Jordan, Johnny Unitas, 

Jack Nicklaus, John McEnroe along with 
hundreds of other greats, we see the true 
talent, and more importantly the true moral 
values that have seemingly become lost in 
this new era of sports. 

Those great athletes set records, 
accomplished goals and gave so many 
average Joes hope, and for that they will 


be remembered 
in history for 
generations to 
come. But, it is 
also necessary to 
understand that 
these people did this 
without the need 
of performance- 
enhancing drugs. 
Now look at 
today’s generation 
of great athletes 
and their great 


Perspective 


accomplishments. 
ZACH They will be 
NORRIS overshadowed by 


the select few that 
chose to use steroids and tarnish everyone’s 
ethics and hope. 

Even though the world of sports is 
entering a dark tunnel, the true tragedy is 
the influence steroids is having on society as 
a whole. 

As human beings, we are all striving to 
become number one at any cost. We must be 
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the best and the most important. 

Okay, there is nothing wrong with this 
idea. In fact, this competitiveness makes 
everyone challenge him or herself to 
accomplish something. But, when people 
put their lives at risk to have more energy, 
become more powerful, or simply win a high 
school football game, that’s the time to take a 
look in the mirror. 

The issue of steroids does not only affect 
the world of sports, but it also raises a bigger 
point and question for society: What is more 
dangerous: The addiction to drugs or the 
addiction to winning? 

If we, as a society, could learn to take the 
advice that past greats lived by and try to 
win the game of life with what we have and 
what we believe, we would be better off. 

If this concept is followed we can then 
come out of the dark tunnel of life and into a 
more pure and self-respecting way. 

Without the use of steroids and other 
drugs, and with the redemption of ethical 
and right professional and moral values, 
sports could be back to the way it used to be, 
and the way it should be. 
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affecting 


enough.” 


Boyer 


“| started cutting 
in front of more 
people, so | didn’t 
have to wait.” 


-sophomore Derek 
Scoles 


foods 


-junior Kelly 
Richardson 


“I don’t get to eat 
lunch all the time, 
because the lines 

are too long.” 


-senior Justin Geans 
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How are 
the new 


“The first couple 
days | didn’t get 
to eat. | wasn’t fast 


-freshman Chesney 


“The first week 
| didn’t get any 


“Things seem to be 
going smoothly.” 


-guidance counselor 
Shirley Johnson 


Airports tough enough 


MICHAEL HAYNES 


ecently, terrorists were plotting 
R: blow up as many as 10 

airplanes going from Great 
Britain to the United States. The 
terrorists had chemicals that when 
mixed with a peroxide-based paste 
would create an explosion, which was 
cleverly hidden in the bottom of sports 
drinks. 

Airport security is strict enough 
and possibly needs to be made stricter 
in airports. Precautions need to be 
taken in order to protect America from 
another devastating attack. 

Now, airport security has banned 
any liquids from being carried on the 
plane. Passengers receive drinks once 
on the airplane. 

It is more than okay for the airport 
personnel to force passengers to take 
off their shoes and throw away their 
toothpaste and water bottles. This is 
simply to ensure America’s safety. 

Security is tough, but that’s the 
way it has to be. Realistically, security 
should be a little tougher than it 
already is. They could ban 
carry-on bags and mandate 
portable devices be stored in 
a passenger’s regular luggage. 

Never should there be 
a time when a terrorist 
gets through security and 
detonates a bomb. Security 


carry-on bag. 

Everyone should just start leaving 
all their belongings in their regular 
luggage. Only the items completely 
necessary for the plane ride should be 
brought on. Riders should apply the 
same thinking to their clothing too 
before boarding. 

We can all get through security 
much faster if we wear loose clothing 
that is easy to remove, such as sandals. 

People need to understand the 
alternative we'd be forced with if we 
didn’t have a strict security system. 

Passengers and all of us also have a 
major part to play to make America the 
safest country for airlines. 

According to usatoday.com, about 
1.8 million people travel on airplanes 
each day. Quite simply, places with 
a lot of people should have more 
security. This should be the case here 
in America and everywhere else in the 
world. 

Terrorists have no boundaries. The 
bottomline then is safety first. 


Fact / Opinion 


procedures are in place so that . 
an event such as 9/11 will High School Sports 


never happen again. 

Those who disagree are 
simply not thinking about the 
whole picture. These people 
are only thinking about 
themselves when waiting in 


Injuries have grown rapi 
two years raising more concern 


y in the past 


“Athletes need to be pushed 
hard. That’s how they get 


the longer lines due to extra better.” 


security procedures. People 
need to start thinking about 
their safety, and about what 
would happen if a terrorist 
did get through. Terrorists 
think of many ways to attack 
and we must be ready. 

People need to realize it’s 
not about them, but know that 
they are helping in an effort 
to keep the country and its 
citizens safe. 

It is okay for a bottle of 
shampoo to be thrown away 
if it means better security. 


-senior Jared Pontius 


13% Dropout rate of Indiana high 
school students, one of the highest in 
the nation 


“It’s because we’re lazy and 
we don’t want to put effort 
into learning.” 


And if people don’t want their -junior Erica Remke 


shampoo thrown out, then 
they need not put it in their 
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Should school start after Labor Day? 


NICK EHLERDING 


YES 


n the ‘70s and early ‘80s, our parents didn’t hit the classroom 
[== after Labor Day, and they still got out of school earlier than 

we did, which was around Memorial Day. They didn’t need 180 
days to become successful. 

Even though our government only wants us to succeed for the 
future, we aren’t going to become more successful business men 
and women, just because we spent an extra two or three weeks 
learning. We could instead push ourselves harder from Labor Day 
to Memorial Day rather than not going as quickly through another 
month of school. 

In states like Massachusetts and Michigan, school doesn’t begin 
until Labor Day, because their lawmakers think it is a wiser system 
to go by. Lawmakers believe it gives students more freedom, then 
they work harder when they finally begin school. 

States like Virginia, are proposing the idea, and many other states 
are preparing for the same fate. They believe that starting before 
Labor Day can distract their students from their work due to hot 
temperatures and stormy weather. So by waiting, they can still grab 
the attention of their students, and receive the same grades that 
other states are getting, no matter when school begins. 

The Peninsula School District in Tacoma, Washington, has 
received numerous complaints on their students beginning school 
before Labor Day. Parents have been informed by other angry 
parents to “let the teachers know,” that they will fight until this 
schedule has been changed. 

Thoughts have been brought up in Georgia stating that starting 
school early can put the lives of student athletes at risk. Having 
football players have two-a-day practices in the dog days of 
summer can be dangerous to their health. But, that’s football, 
starting school later just so student athletes won’t push themselves 
as hard as they should be, is ridiculous. 

Another idea for starting school after Labor Day, is for energy 
usage. Since it is warmer in August and September, and cooler in 
May, starting later will cut cooling costs 
which would allow our schools to spend 
their money other places instead of on the 
cost of energy. This would especially be 
better for the southern states, because it stays 
warmer down there longer. 

Also, starting school earlier allows 
teachers to have tests through every 
semester, which usually allows them to have 
one right before Winter Break, then review 
for finals when students come back. Starting 
school later would allow students just to 
pick up from where they left off before the 
break, and now students don’t have to worry 
about tests with winter break in sight. 

But, on a positive note, if school didn’t 
start until after Labor Day, football season 
wouldn’t be in full swing until later, and 
athletes are forced to wait longer. It also 
wouldn’t be the same having summer 
vacation and Friday night lights together. 

Starting school two or three weeks later 
than usual won’t hurt test scores or the 
schools reputation. So let’s all just start after 
Labor Day the same way our parents did. 
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MICHAEL HAYNES 


NO 


tate legislatures in Michigan just passed a law that makes all of 
Gi: schools in their state start after Labor Day. Their reasoning 

was mainly economic. Families could now vacation in late 
summer, which would bring good economic growth. 

School systems in Indiana should not be pushed to start the 
school year near the beginning of September, because it may cause 
problems with the strong amounts of heat in the summer. The 
school year would naturally start later and therefore end later. 
Students will then have to do schoolwork in one of the hottest times 
of the year, mid-June. 

Working in warm, or even hot weather is not the way to go. 

The warm weather prevents students from doing their best work. 
Parents and teachers pound their students to do their best. If the 
conditions aren’t right, how are students expected to do well on 
tests? This problem can be addressed by starting school before 
Labor Day. 

The late start to school also means that second term finals will be 
taken after winter vacation. With a two-week intermission, students 
will most likely forget the material they learned prior to winter 
vacation, which will cause test scores to go down. Test scores are 
important to a school and also to the individual student. Test scores 
should not be made to suffer, just because the school year starts two 
weeks later. To prevent this from happening, the first day of school 
should start in mid-August, and not be moved to after Labor Day. 

The problem that arises is that this method is sending the 
message to children, that tourism is more important than education. 
Children should not have the mindset that education isn’t the most 
important thing. When they start to believe that, they will not work 
as hard as they should. This is especially bad for younger kids, since 
they don’t have any background on what is right and wrong. This is 
not the ideal message to send to the younger generation. 

Starting school after Labor Day is really not how the school year 
should start, just because of economic reasons. Some would say 
that the economy would benefit since families would possibly be 
vacationing around Labor Day. While this may 
be true, the economical success would not 
be very profitable in the hot months of June. 
When students get out later, the families don’t 
vacation in early June. This could possibly 
hurt the economy in this aspect. In order for 
the economy to do well in June, the school 
year needs to start earlier. For schools to 
benefit from this change is just not likely. 

One other issue to consider is that with the 
extra two weeks of summer, parents who need 
child care for their small children will have to 
pay for two extra weeks of care. This can cause 
a loss of income, since more money is being 
spent for day care, a babysitter, or something 
along those lines. Parents shouldn’t have to be 
pushed into paying for more childcare, if they 
don’t have to. 

In general, the school year is better off 
starting in mid-August. Parents will save 
money and students will score higher on 
tests. With school starting in mid-August, 
there are fewer problems to worry about and 
everything just goes a lot smoother. 
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NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is the official student newsmagazine for 
Northrop High School 


WE PUBLISH MONTHLY September-May -- usually mid to 
last half of the month 


UPON PUBLICATION, What's Bruin? will be set out in marked 
blue tubs in the commons 


WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO TAKE 
ONE EACH MONTH AND KEEP IT 


WE ALSO are currently accepting advertisers who wish to 
publish ads -- IN COLOR or black/white -- 20-30% discounts 
are also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 weekdays 
between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. -- OR by visiting Room D111 
during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? is a member of the Indiana High School Press 
Association (IHSPA), National Scholastic Press Association 
(NSPA), Journalism Education Association (JEA) and 

Quill and Scroll Society 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 
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Student Year-Round Specials!! 
-$5 OFF any new nail set, fills or pedicures- 


Cross Creek Shopping Center 


SEMI-FORMAL and 
" 6417 Lima Rd. 
PROM SPECIAL!! 260.489.4900 
Hours: 
-GET $10 OFF Mon-Fri 9-8 
full nail set | Sat 9-6 
| Sun 11-5:30 


-MUST show this ad 
and student ID 


PB SPORTS ed 


The Ultimate Paintball Store!! Beginner and expert 


gear always in stock. Come see our wide selection. 


Visit The Showroom: 


We Now Carry Airsoft Equipment! 
821 W. Coliseum Blvd. 


ae (260) 471-4334 
Fort Wayne, IN 46808 VERA DUET AOE SST 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


NORTHROP JOURNALISM 
-an award-winning program- 


-What’s Bruin? newsmagazine 
-Bear Tracks yearbook 


MEMBERS OF: 

-Indiana High School Press Association (IHSPA) 
-National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) 
-Journalism Education Association (JEA) 
-Quill and Scroll Society 


NATIONAL SELECTION 
Taylor Publishing Yearbook Yearbook. 
2001-present. 


NATIONAL HONORABLE MENTION 
Story of the Year (newspaper). NSPA. 2006. 
Editorial Writing. JEA Write-Off. 2005. 


STATE RUNNER-UP (MERIT WINNER) 
IHSPA Hoosier Star (newspaper). 2005. 


WHAT’S BRUIN? is the official student newsmagazine for Northrop High School 


WE PUBLISH MONTHLY September-May -- usually mid to last half of the month 


WE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO TAKE ONE EACH MONTH AND KEEP IT 


WE ALSO are currently accepting advertisers who wish to publish ads -- IN COLOR or 
black/white -- 20-30% discounts are also available for multiple ads 


RATES can be obtained by calling 467-2370 weekdays between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
-- OR by visiting Room D111 during the school day 


WHAT'S BRUIN? IS FREE!! 
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WHAT'S BRUIN? 


BOP holds its first annual Bruin 
marching band invitational 


Cover Story: WB? takes a look at 
the pressures teens face 


Boys’ soccer team bounces back to win 
sectional title over Dwenger 
All-SAC Oren brothers O&A 


A history of horror movies 
over the decades 
Movie and CD reviews 


Fact / Opinion: Check out the stats 
and what Bruins think 

Pro/Con: Should the county 
smoking ban be passed? 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING 
NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF 
SAID WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, 
INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS 
TO ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT 

BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PER- 
SONAL ATTACKS. WB? IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINTING OF FT. 
WAYNE, INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE 


“It felt like Byte : 
TCIU IKE Remelderelaar 

4 a : : : a -sophomore midfielder 

The lone scorer of the winning goal: ; oe — : 

Sophomore Mark Weigand netted his Mark Weigand 

team a sectional title with the only 

goal to beat Dwenger, 1-0, in the 


recent sectional final. 


OYOA ASTIN’ 


WB? / OCT. 2006 TABLE OF CONTENTS / 3 


BOP hosts 
first-ever 
invitational 


15 area bands join the debut marching 
band invitational; host BOP performs 


in exhibition 


MICHAEL HAYNES 


hin up. 
Shoulders back. 
Stomach in. 


Feet together. 

Phrases and commands the head 
drum major yelled to snap Northrop’s Big 
Orange Pride (BOP) to order. It was get in 
performance mode and march to Spuller 
Stadium for its host exhibition performance. 

Northrop hosted ISSMA district 
competition for over 20 years, when 
Homestead that took over this year. To 
replace it, BOP decided to create and host its 
own new Northrop Invitational. 

BOP geared up for the invitational on 
Saturday, Sept. 23. The marching band 
practiced at Shawnee Middle School in the 
afternoon to prepare. The band did stretches 
to warm up their muscles. Members got 
on other members who weren’t doing the 
stretches. Then the band practiced their 
marching steps with new assistant director 
Colleen Patrick leading them. BOP typically 
practiced 15 hours a week and three to five 
hours on Saturday. 

Normally, the band practices in 
Northrop’s parking lot, but today they went 
to Shawnee to get the feel of a grass field. 

“The acoustics are different,” said 
head band director Brian Taubert, about 
performing on grass versus pavement. 

Taubert has been teaching for 17 years, 
five of them at Northrop. 

“T have a lot of faith in these kids,” he 
said. 

When it came time for the evening 
performances, Northrop was ready 
even though they didn’t compete. They 
performed in exhibition as host, though still 
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given scores to help know strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Throughtout the day, area bands 
competing were divided into four different 
class sizes: North Decatur, Bluffton and 
Manchester in Class D; Bellmont, Leo, New 
Haven, Wayne and Maconaquah in Class C; 
Westfield, Elmhurst and Decatur Central in 
Class B; Crown Point, Merrillville, Snider 
and Goshen in Class A. 

Bluffton, Maconaquah and Decatur 
Central all won their classes. Then it came 
down to Class A. Snider had a lot of support 
in the stands, and when Snider came onto the 
field, all that was heard were chants, whistles 
and yelling. Snider won among Class A, 
playing the music of Elvis Costello. 

It was literally hats off for Snider as a man 
threw his hat across the ground after Snider 
performed. But that ended quickly, and it 
was Northrop’s turn as the 126-member BOP 
took the field to perform its show, All the 
Bells and Whistles. 

BOP started with whistles blown from 
different places on the field. Members 
marched back and forth, side to side and 
did their thing. The performance then ended 
with much applause. 

A light rain came as members of BOP and 
officials handed out the awards for Class A. 

Goshen won marching, visual effect and 
percussion caption awards. But Snider won 
captions for music, general effect, drum 
major, then overall for the whole class. 

“It’s pretty good,” said Snider band 
member Chris Rose, on how he felt about 
winning Northrop’s first invitational. 

“Attitude can overcome everything,” 
said Taubert. “We’re improving by leaps and 
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KELLY MEREDITH 


This is their invitational: Northrop BOP 
hosted its first-ever invitational Sept. 
23, performing in exhibition to end the 
night. Fifteen area marching bands also 
attended and competed. 


bounds.” 

This competition readied Northrop for 
the regional and hopefully state finals in 
October. 

“If we can make state, that would be 
pretty cool,” said sophomore bass player 
Jessie Gaze. 

The band wanted to be the best band it 
could be. And when asked about the band’s 
weaknesses, Taubert said, “No weaknesses.” 

Helping judge the new invitational 
were outside guests Kevin McNulty, Don 
MaclTaggart, Benjamin Adams, Ron Comfort, 
Dan Bryan and Sandy Bertelle. Announcing 


the event was Barb Richards from Majic 95.1 
FM. 


“Attitude 
can 
overcome 


everything. 
We are 
Improving 
by leaps 
and 
bounds.” 


-BOP director Brian Taubert 
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SADD readies for Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 23-27 


MATT JACKSON 


R° Ribbon Week is a nationwide activity 
used to raise awareness of the dangers of 
drug and alcohol use. At Northrop, the week 
is sponsored by SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions) and will take place 
cre23-27, 

The first national Red Ribbon week 
was in 1986 started by a group of parents 
concerned about drug and alcohol abuse in 
the U.S. 

The idea to use red ribbons came into use 
to honor Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, who was 
an agent with the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, who was kidnapped and 
killed when assigned to investigate drug 
traffickers. 

The National Family Partnership, who 
organizes the national Red Ribbon Week, 
estimates that over 80 million U.S. citizens 
participate in some kind of Red Ribbon 
Week activity each year. 

At Northrop, SADD has continued to 
observe and participate in Red Ribbon Week 
off and on for several years now. 

“We are using Red Ribbon Week as 


another activity to promote drug and alcohol 
awareness,” said senior SADD president 
Corey Lee. 

“We hope that Red Ribbon Week will 
make people think about the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol,” he added. 

Although Red Ribbon Week usually 
involves the passing out of red ribbons, 
SADD reported that it may not distribute 
any this year. 

“The red ribbons caused a lot of trouble 
last year,” said Lee. For example, some 
people were poking each other with safety 
pins, or ribbons wouldn’t hold on a shirt 
throughout the day. 

Instead, SADD will be using different 
items, such as red pencils or candy. 

“SADD also will use trivia questions 
(during morning announcements) about 
drugs and alcohol,” said SADD sponsor 
Lilly Mikol. 

“I think some students will hear some of 
the statistics we tell them and they'll either 
stop what they’re doing or they’Il decide to 
keep being drug-free,” said Lee. 


In addition to Red Ribbon Week to raise 
awareness, SADD members earlier this year 
during homecoming painted their faces 
white for a ghost-out and went into the 
homecoming football crowd as ghosts of 
people who have died from alcohol-related 
accidents. 


“We hope that 
Red Ribbon Week 
will make people 
think about the 
dangers of drugs 
and alcohol.” 


-senior SADD president Corey 
Lee 


National Honor Society walks to fight cancer 


JUSTIN MEENAGH 


ore than 100 people were there, many 

had pink ribbon shirts on. There was a 
happy feeling in the air as the walk for breast 
cancer treatment took place at Headwaters 
Park, Oct. 7. 

All along the walkway, there were signs 
were posted about different types of cancer, 
how the cancers were caused and ways to be 
aware of them. People from all over the area 
including other highschoolers were there, as 
well as some from other cities and states. 

This is the sixth year that Northrop’s 
National Honor Society has taken part in 
the walk that raises pledges to donate to the 
breast cancer research and treatment. 

Co-sponsor Judy Sculley said this year 
members raised around $969 dollars in 
pledges. 

“This is the sixth year we’ve been 
involved and every year we try to raise as 
much money as possible,” said Sculley. 

Thirty to 35 Bruins took part in the walk 
and many of them have in some way known 
of others affected by breast cancer. 

One such Bruin is senior Ashley 
Sommers, who was walking for her second 
time. 

“We're all here to try to raise money to 
fight breast cancer,” said Sommers, who had 
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raised around $50. 

Back inside the east pavilion at 
Headwaters, there were large stereos playing 
music. There were concessions selling shirts 
and other items. (All the proceeds made 
from sales went to cancer research and 
treatment.) There also were volunteers who 
stayed at the park to collect pledges from the 
many walkers. 

The walk followed a two-mile path. And 
even with the cold temperatures on a clear 
day, it didn’t stop anyone from participating. 

Everyone, including Sommers, seemed 
happy to be walking for they seemed very 
aware of why they were there. 

Even little kids were walking that day 
with their parents and siblings. It was 
packed. 

According to walk coordinators, the main 
point is not only to raise money, but also to 
create a greater awareness to a disease that 
many Americans may not think concerns 
them or don’t pay much attention to. 

And for anyone who has experienced any 
kind of cancer, or known someone stricken 
by the disease, this annual walk was just 
one way to get involved. One way to make 
a difference and maybe help find a cure for 
breast cancer some day. 
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“We're all 
here trying 
to raise 
money to 
fight breast 
cancer.” 


-National Honor Society senior 
Ashley Sommers 
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Gamble homecoming queen ‘06 


Queen for a year: The ‘06 homecoming queen, senior Tanya 
Gamble, is crowned after being announced at halftime of the 
homecoming game against Elmhurst. Earlier in the day, senior 
Adam Riker also was named this year’s Mr. Irresistable. 


Interact Northrop’s newest club 


Northrop’s got a new club and it’s called Interact. Though it is 
still in its experimental phase, junior club president Matt Bennett 
said he hopes it will grow to be as large as Tailgate Club/O-Zone. 

The idea behind the new club is to get Bruins involved in their 
community through many service opportunities and some charity 
work. Principal Barb Ahlersmeyer is club sponsor, but unlike most 
clubs it is totally student-run, meaning it is completely up to the 
students what the club will be involved in. 

Though still fairly small with only 25-30 members to start, 
Bennett anticipates the numbers will grow with more publicity. 

“We're really excited about Interact, and we hope it gets really 
big,” said Bennett. 


BOP passes district, to regional 


The Big Orange Pride (BOP), Northrop’s marching band, headed 
to district and earned a gold rating for their performance, allowing 
them to advance to regional competition in Lafayette. 

“To prepare we drank a lot of coffee,” said junior Scott Janz. 

The band’s performance at the ISSMA district competition, 
held at Homestead, was strong enough to earn the gold rating. 

Led by director Brian Taubert and junior head drum major Mihret 
Getabicha, BOP then went to Lafayette Jefferson High School for 
regionals. 

“We'll get even better with time,” said Janz. 


Charisma second at Bluffton fair 


Northrop’s show choir Charisma recently participated at the 
110" anniversary of the Bluffton Street Fair. 

Charisma competed against other high school show choirs for 
15 minutes at this year’s fair. Their performance earned them a 
runner-up finish overall, only being outscored by Dekalb High 
School’s show choir. 

“We came in second place out of the 10 show choirs that 
competed,” said Charisma director Tom Maupin. 

With a second place in their first competition of the year, the 
members of Charisma and Maupin now feel they’re off to a strong 
start, though the rest of the season doesn’t continue until January. 

“I’m very happy about our second-place finish. I think that the 
Bluffton Street Fair was one of the best fall concerts we’ve ever 
competed in,” said Maupin. “Everyone did a really great job.” 
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Semi-formal picks Paris theme 


This year, Northrop’s semi-formal will be taking place in the 
gym, commons and cafeteria on Saturday, Nov. 4, from 8-11 p.m. 

A change from recent years, but according to principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyers, Northrop years ago used to regularly have the 
dance in the gym area. 

The theme of this year will be An Evening In Paris. 

“I got a catalog of themes to pick from and Paris stood out. So I 
went with it,” said senior class sponsor Jill Cross. 

Props to decorate will include Eiffel towers all around. Also, 
there will more food this year at the dance. 


Speech team kicks off; two 
national qualifiers return 


As the speech team kicks off its season, confidence is high, 
including the return of two national qualifiers from last year. 

Juniors Ethan Strimple and Nick Kwolek are back after 
qualifying and finishing in preliminary rounds at speech nationals 
in Dallas last year. Strimple competed in humorous interpretation 
and Kwolek in foreign extemporaneous speaking. 

Head speech coach Laura Archbold said speech and debate this 
year will be challenging, even with the extra talent of many Bruins 
competing in many categories. 

“We have lots of potential but it'll mostly depend on how we’re 
judged,”said Archbold. 

The most important meet this year in Archbold’s opinion will be 
the Snider tournament, in addition to Northrop’s host tournament. 

“We're practicing and trying to have a little bit of more fun with 
things,”said Archbold. 

The first meet of the year was debate on Oct. 14 at Indianapolis 
Brebeuf. 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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You're not alone as highschoolers 
everywhere feel the pressures to fit in; 
some buckle and have given in, but 
others are still standing strong 


Lh 
wouldn’t say that I’m against the crowd. I’m who I want to be, not what other 


people want me to be,” said a confident Derek Wheeler, junior. He also described 


himself as someone with a style all his own, and he loves that. 


“I’m not emo (overly emotional, or a certain style of clothing). I dress in the style 


of California right now, a lot more West Coast. A lot of people also think I’m a freak 


or gay because of my long hair and piercings,” he admitted. 


8 / INSIGHT 


WB? / OCT. 2006 


FIGHTING AGAINST 
THE CROWD 


B: having piercings and long hair isn’t 
the only way to stand out and be your 
own person either. 

Senior Katelyn MacDonald makes her 
mark with a flare for arts and fashion that 
comes out through her clothing. 

Her individual style started around the 
same time as Wheeler’s, in high school. 

“In middle school I cared more, 
sometimes I would wear just what everyone 
else was to make myself fit in,” said 
MacDonald. 

But even dressing alike with others in 
middle school, she still was herself back 
then. 

MacDonald’s father always tried to 
dress her; which never worked, because she 
wanted things they way she wanted. Not 
what he wanted. 

Many students think that the way you 
look is the most important thing in their high 
school career, and it shouldn’t be that way. 

More and more students every year 
become anorexic, start drinking, or take 
drugs, all to just fit in, all buckling under the 
pressure. 

“Anorexia is more to please yourself, but 
also (to please) people around you that are 
the ones calling you fat,” said Wheeler. 

MacDonald goes right along with that 
saying, “They think it’s (drugs, alcohol, and 
anorexia) the answer to making them happy. 
A way to cope with their feelings.” 

Wheeler and MacDonald are set on being 
their own person, but there have still been 
times where the peer pressure has gotten to 
them. 

MacDonald fell under the pressure when 
she chose to dress like others in middle 
school, where as Wheeler’s slip up was a 
little more serious, alcohol. 

“T started drinking because of my friends, 
and I gave into it,” said Wheeler. 

Students may not even realize it, but they 
are who they are, because of their friends 
and the people that they hang out with. 

“Tt is all a matter of what you think is cool 
and how you look at things,” said Wheeler. 

“If someone wants to be a boring plain 
Jane, let them. But everyone should express 
themselves,” said MacDonald. 


Donltletothersbetheudgeoryou” If SOMeOne wants to be a boring 
plain Jane, let them. But everyone 
should express themselves.” 


Hers own person: Senior Katelyn Mactlonald (eatsery is one of 
__ the many teens today breaking away from the pressures that 
negatively influence teens. She said she is focused on making 
_ aname for herself, and dressing uniquely is just one part of | 
_ that effort to be her own individual. 
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-senior Katelyn MacDonald 
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PAYING THE PRICE 


| Haak a teenage girl walking down 
the hallway with her name-brand 
jeans, shirt and purse. It probably makes 
her seem a little more intimidating 
because there is a pre-concieved idea that 
she is popular and preppy, due to her 
appearance. 

However, her appearance doesn’t 
mean she’s the snobby stuck-up girl 
everyone thinks she is. The pressure of 
brand-names shouldn’t label people. 


“| like to look nice, 
and wear what | 
want. It doesn’t 
matter what other 
people think. 


-senior Brianna Wilkins 


This can be a problem for most teen 
guys and girls. The pressure that dressing 
a certain way makes someone fit or not fit 
in--a judgment seen as not fair by most, 
but still part of the problem high school 
students face on a basis. 

“I don’t know what label I am. I guess 
a prep because the way I dress, but I 
don’t have the attitude that people would 
consider a prep to have,” said Wilkins. 

Today, teens’ wrong impressions of 
labels isn’t always fair. The media, many 
claim, is at fault for creating a pressure to 
measure up by labeling what's in or out 
of style. 

Wilkins said her style comes from 
what she likes and what's comfortable to 
her. However, she feels that as someone 
gets older, they also tend to develop their 
own style and stop caring as much about 
what others want them to wear. 

“Tt helps when you get out of middle 
school and get to high school, because 
you find your own group that makes you 
feel comfortable about yourself,” said 
Wilkins. “On certain occasions, you need 
to care what you're wearing, but other 
times it’s okay to do your own thing.” 

She said there is a time and a place 
to dress to impress, but other days it’s 
okay just to “scrub” as long as there is 
confidence in what someone is wearing. 
Also, being happy with yourself is a huge 
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Sophomore Andrew Sanders owns a 1963 
Oldsmobile stocked with four 12-inch 
audio Bahns subwoofers, a 2300-watt 
audio amp and a flip-down television. But 
it’s not to impress anyone else, he said. 
Opposite bottom, Sanders gets under the 
hood to work on his car. 
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part of wearing your own style. 

So what's the price to dress nice 
and have some of the confidence 
Wilkins has? 

For her, the most she’s ever spent 
in one week time is $2,000. This 
may seem like a lot of money but it 
was for spring break, said Wilkins. 
Most of the things purchased, she 
said, were needed and not because 
she was trying to measure up or be 
spoiled. 

“T spent a lot of money on clothes, 
but it isn’t always things that I want. 
It is a lot of things I need,” said 
Wilkins. “I buy a lot at once and 
then I don’t have to spend money on 
things later on.” 

So preconceptions, labels, style, 
the media and the pressure to look 
good. Not always fair? And is paying 
the price, low or high, to have a 
certain look worth it? 


BREAKING AWAY 


| Pecee of a red moped lay scattered 
on the ground, sirens blaring, and 
the faint blur of a boy is seen in the 
distance. 

“This is why I don’t have a lot of 
friends,” said sophomore Andrew 
Sanders, reflecting on this past 
memory. 

“You let people know what 
you have and things just seem to 
disappear.” 

Just like clothes can be a status 
symbol for girls, cars can be the way 
for guys to measure up. 

Sanders owns a 1963 Oldsmobile, 
stocked with four 12-inch audio 
Bahns subwoofers, a 2300-watt audio 
amp, a flip-down television, and 
that’s just to name a few. His tires 
also are adorned with 20-inch rims. 

He said he has paid for everything 
on his own, and if it’s not in cash 


upfront, he takes out a loan for it. 

Sanders said it started when he 
got his first moped three years ago 
when he traded his friend two 15-inch 
subwoofers (a sound system/ speakers 
for increased and louder bass.) 

It was wintertime when Sanders and 
his mom went to his friend’s house to 
pick up his new moped. 

His friend said it would be ready 
by the shed. However, all Sanders saw 
were shiny red pieces of what a moped 
could look like laying on the ground, 
and to his dismay there in fact lay his 
new moped, scattered in pieces. 

“My mom had to help me pick up 
the pieces and put them in the car,” said 
Sanders. 

Although the moped wasn’t 
completely put together, Sanders was 
determined not to let that stop him. 

An older friend helped him put it back 
together piece by piece until it was 
cleaned up and ready to ride. A shiny, 
new-looking moped. 

But then Sanders let one of his 
friends ride it one day, and never saw it 
again. Police caught the friend, but all 
Sanders found was the moped shattered 
into many pieces once again. 

This is where he got his love for 
fixing things. He started fixing up old 
mopeds and reselling them out of his 
garage. Soon his passion for mopeds 
grew into a love for motorcycles which 
then eventually blossomed into his 
current car obsession. 

“It (cars) has always been an 
obsession,” said Sanders. 

He also recognizes that for him it’s 
a way to break away from the mold of 
what others say you should be. 

“T don’t do it (put a lot of money into 
his car) to be cool. I feel like I want to do 
something on my own,” he said. 

Just like Sanders, many teens are 
doing things for self-acceptance and not 
for anyone else. Or are they just dying to 
fit in? 


“I don’t do it 
(put a lot of 
money into my 
car) to be cool. 
| feel like | want 
to do something 
on my own.” 


-sophomore Andrew 
Sanders 
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UNDER THE INFLUENCE 


“VI: friend was driving drunk,” said 


sophomore Lyndsey Ingold. 

“We were looking over at someone 
puking on the side of the road and when 
she looked back she ran straight into a 
stop sign. Her car was almost completely 
totaled.” 

She continued. 

“My friend was on coke and he was 
doing two lines after every period. He 
had eight periods a day,” said Ingold. 

“By the end of the day he was out 
of it. He was starting to shake and he 
needed more. He started looking around 
for it and he saw some of the plaster on 
the wall coming off. He thought it was 
coke and he tried to snort it.” 

Just a couple of the horrifying stories 
told by Ingold of friends who gave 
into pressures of drug and alcohol. In 
fact, Ingold became a witness to a great 
deal of drug and alcohol abuse from 
people she knows. And it all started as 
freshmen. 

High school is a hard world, and 
with the pressure of drugs and alcohol 
on teen’s shoulders it makes it even 
tougher. 

Every day, reports confirm that teens 
are folding under the pressure to look 
cool by doing drugs and alcohol. 

According to CBS news recently, 
teenagers ages 12 to 20 consume 25 
percent of the nation’s alcohol. Also, 
one-fourth of the nation’s alcohol is 
consumed my minors or people under 
OT, 

The National Center on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse also reported that more 
than 5 million high school students binge 
drink at least once a month. (Binge drinking 
is the act of consuming large and danger- 
ous amounts of alcohol in a small period of 
time. It usually comes as part of a game or 
competition.) 

The problem now, according to 


Top 3 drugs used by 
high school seniors 


-Alcohol - 48% 
-Cigarettes - 25% 


-Marijuana - 19.9% 


-asapstudy.org 
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Reports say that freshmen and sopho- 
mores begin to feel like they must fit in 
with older students. With this pressure to 
fit in comes the pressure to do things they 
wouldn’t normally do with their former 
friends. 

“When I came in my freshman year, I 
felt the pressure was on to hang out with 
the ‘cool’ older seniors,” said Ingold. 

Having hundreds or, in Northrop’s 
case, more than 2,000 other teenagers 
around everyday can bring along with it 
even more pressure. This can be a strug- 
gle many Bruins go through all four years 
here. Besides the select few who don’t 
crumble under the pressure, the rest often 
can’t stay strong and keep their morals. 

“It was bad for girls too because the 
older guys like to get you to hang out 
with them, then after you’re drunk take 
advantage of you,” said Ingold. “It’s the 
norm for the older guys to go for the 
young innocent girls.” 

Here, the pressure can be even worse, 
even dangerous. 

“I have a bunch of stories of girls do- 
ing stuff with guys that they wouldn’t 
normally do if they were sober. I couldn’t 
think of just one because there’s too 
many,” said Ingold. 


“When | came in 

my freshman year, 

| felt the pressure 
was to hang out 
with the ‘cool’ older 


seniors.” 
-sophomore Lyndsey Ingold 


Beer pong is rapidly 
becoming one of 
the most popular 
games among 
teens, though it 
also can leads to 
binge drinking 
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NO THANK YOU 


(Gers from middle school to high 
school is a big transition for many 
students academically and socially. 
Could this be the reason why so many 
students give into peer pressure? 

For sophomore Adam Hovis, it’s 
a matter of choice in the end. He said 
he doesn’t have a problem with peer 
pressure. He plainly chooses not to 
drink or do drugs. 

“I just don’t think doing it (drinking) 
will make me look cool,” said Hovis. 

Hovis still hangs out with his friends 
even if they are drinking or smoking, 
but he chooses not to go along with 
them and give into any peer pressure. 

(In fact, according to an Orlando 
Sentinel blog, 1 in 3 tenth graders 
admitted to drinking and being 
pressured to drink alcohol.) 

Hovis said he chooses not drink 
because of the effects that alcohol has on 
people. He thinks people don’t act like 
themselves and they only do it to look 
cool, when it really doesn’t look that 
great at all. According to him: What's 
attractive about seeing people act like 
idiots and then an hour later throw up 
behind a tree? 

Another reason he chooses not to 
drink is his family. Hovis has a younger 
sister in sixth grade and if she were to 
see him drinking, he believes she would 
be more likely to drink too. 

Many experts, and Bruins too, report 
that alcohol is not hard for underage 
drinkers to get their hands on. Often 
times they get it from their own 
refrigerator or they have an older person 
buy it for them. 

“My parents drink so it would be 
easy for me to get the alcohol,” admitted 
Hovis. “But just because it’s there 
doesn’t mean I have to take it.” 


Riley Children’s Hospital on its website 


Alcohol — 
AWARENESS 


-The average age when 
youth first try alcohol is 
11 years old for boys; 
13 years old for girls 


-70,000 students from 
college are victims of 

alcohol-related sexual 
assaults each year 


-focusas.com/alcohal.html 
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recently verified this reporting one-third 
of high school students obtain alcohol 
from their own homes. 

Beyond parents, many times it can 
simply be teens getting the alcohol from 
friends or other teens. 

“People want their friends to like 
them,” said Hovis. “So if you don’t drink 
with them, they won’t want to hang out 
with you.” 

This too can be why there’s so much 
peer pressure. People become friends 
because they have a common interest 
with each other, even if it’s drinking or 
drugs. A reason to get away, then, from 
peer pressure would be to find new 
friends who have the same interests. 

“I stay away from the situation and 
hang out with the right crowd,” said 
Hovis. 


“| don’t 

think doing it 
(drinking) will 
make me look 
cool.” 


-sophomore Adam Hovis 


Hovis is among 
» those teens 


STARVED FOR ATTENTION 


Editor’s note: The following name has been 
changed for purposes of confidentiality. 


he’s a normal girl. That girl walking in 

the commons in the morning. That girl 
who stops and says hi to her friends on 
the way to class. 

Everything about her is just like 
everyone else, except for one big detail: 
She’s anorexic. 

Cutting down on food and work- 
ing out excessively, that’s how it’s been 
for Paige since her sophomore year at 
Northrop. 

“T started being a vegetarian to lose 
weight and just started cutting way 
down,” she admitted. 

Paige said she has shrunk her stomach 
so much by not eating that it hurts to eat 
big portions of food like she used to. 

By making her stomach so much 
smaller it’s almost now physically impos- 
sible for her to eat large portions all at 
once without feeling sick. 

“Not eating has caused me to slack off 
because my body is tired and very lacka- 
daisical,” she said. 

Fitting in has put a lot of pressure on 
Paige and on many teens these days. It’s 
about the appearance once again. 

High school girls want or are told to 
look like women in magazines or on TV. 
Some will then do anything to look this 
way. 

“T was just sick of the way I looked, 
and I didn’t have a membership to a 
gym,” said Paige. 

So she resorted to anorexia. 

It affects her parents too. Paige said 
they want to help her, but so far there’s 
really nothing they have been able to do. 
Her friends too get frustrated when their 
advice doesn’t do anything to help. 

. According to anred.com, a site dedi- 
cated to raising awareness about anorexia 
and bulimia, currently 8 million people 
in the U.S. suffer from eating disorders. 
Also, 3 percent of all young women and 
girls suffer from anorexia. 

“T feel like I have to starve to fit in,” 
admitted Paige, who also said it continues 
to wear her out and make her tired. 

It also makes her too weak to work 
out and exercise. But she she’s still thin 
and appears in shape only because of her 
natural small body frame. 

“When I’m angry I just won’t eat, and 
it can go on for days,” she said. 

Anred.com also reports that anorexia 
is the number one killer of teen girls, and 
15 percent of sufferers will die from it. 

Paige said if she eats a cheeseburger 
and fries or anything that is fattening, she 
won't eat for a couple days so that it can 
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wear off. For breakfast, if she has it, 
she’ll eat half a Pop Tart or some fruit. 
And if lunch, she'll eat an apple and 
either water or milk, then barely eat 
anything for dinner if anything at all. 

“T eat enough to get by without fall- 
ing over,” she said. 


“When I’m 
angry | just 
won't eat, and 
it can go on for 
days.” 


-Paige 
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Not eating enough has 
made Paige’s body 
weak, making simple 
exercise difficult. “I eat 
enough to get by with- 
out falling over,” she 
said, an admitted Bruin 
anorexic. 


ANOREXIA 
411 


-20% of people with eating 
disorders will die 


-50% of anorexic women 
eventually develop bulimia 


-8 million Americans suffer from 
some form of an eating disorder; 
1 million of them are men 


-Anorexia is the third most 
common illness among preteen 
and teenage girls 


-www.anred.com 
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Revenge Is 


Sweet 


TT sun gleamed over the wet and 
muddy soccer field, and even the fans 
had a hard time walking through 

the swamp to get to the field. Senior Aleks 
Fansler continuously being taken out ina 
puddle, sliding into one, just to keep the ball 
in safe keeping. But this was for the SAC 
title, so anything goes. 

“We need to go in with the right 
mentality, don’t back down and don’t be 
scared,” said junior Todd Mizicko. 

When the game began, it seemed as if 
it could be a draw by the intensity of the 
players, and the defense shown by both 
teams. But 10 minutes into the game, a ball 
was lined over the Northrop defense and 
over sophomore goalie Chris Fox’s head, off 
the cross bar and passed the hands of Fox. 
1-0 Dwenger. 

Five minutes later, Dwenger threatened 
to score again, but luckily for the Bruins 
the goal was called back from an offsides 
penalty. 

“We need to go in with the right 
mentality, don’t back down and don’t be 
scared,” said Mizicko. 

With three minutes left in the first half, 
the Bruin defense was broken again as 
Dwenger put another goal past Fox into the 
corner of the net, 2-O Dwenger. Then with a 
blink of an eye, Dwenger put the last nail in 
the Bruins’ coffin, right before the half. 

In the second half, the Bruin defense showed 
up to play, and held the Saints to nothing. 

But now they needed the help of their 
offense, which was shut out by Dwenger’s 
defense, and Northrop watched their SAC 
champions hopes, walk right out the door. 

“We've got very good teams as 
opponents, and they will help prepare us 
for the postseason,” said head coach Jeff 
Clark. “Our first main goal for the year was a 
championship.” 

And yes, they did. The Bruins would seek 
revenge in the sectional, if they could defeat 
Leo and hope Carroll would be a victim to 
Dwenger’s wrath. That’s what happened. 

It was now set for a Saturday night brawl 
versus Dwenger at Carroll. 

The sectional opened with both teams 
showing intensity, but it appeared that 


14 / SPORTS 


Northrop could 
have the upper 
hand, which was 
showing more heart. 
Then sophomore 
Mark Weigand took 
it upon himself to 
seal the sectional 
championship with 
his second goal of 
the tournament, and 
only goal against 
Dwenger. But in this 
game, credit was 
given to everyone, as 
Northrop’s defense 
went from allowing 
Dwenger to score 
three goals in the 
regular season to a 
shut out here, which 
also was led by 
Fansler on defense 
and Fox in goal. 

“Mark is our most 
consistent player,” 
said Clark. 

Before sectional 
started, Clark also 
said the Bruins 
could take the 
sectional title if the 
defense could step 
up and the offense 
get rolling. Which 
was exactly what 
happened, and got 
everything they 
went for. 

“We need to 
continue to play 
together as a team 
and group, and stay consistent as a team,” 
said Clark. “We need to continue to play as 
we are.” 

Overall, the team showed great 
improvement since last year (when they had 
a record of 4-3-1 in the SAC). 

“We're doing a lot better than last year,” 
said Mizicko. “We got off to a good start and 
we’re undefeated in the conference. I don’t 
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Boys’ soccer 

bounces back with 
sectional championship, 
Weigand goal 


CLINT SPAHR 
NICK EHLERDING 


Junior Tod 
_ Bruins offens 
season, inc 


think we’ve done this well for a long time.” 
With sectional title in hand, the Bruins 
moved onto regionals on Oct. 11, at Carroll, 
to play Canterbury. But they ended up short, 
falling 3-1. Canterbury instead moved on to 
play Snider in the next round. 
“We need to work on playing more 
like a team and less like individuals,” said 
Mizicko. 


Oren brothers first-team All-SAC: lead 


boys’ tennis to 17-2 


NICK STIEBER 


rothers and teammates, junior Caleb 

Oren and sophomore Nate Oren have 
accomplished much this season, and both 
making first-team All-SAC. 

Although Northrop varsity tennis did 
not advance to regionals this year, the Oren 
brothers still gained much more than a 
title as they playing alongside each other. 
With Caleb at No. 1 singles and Nate at No. 
2 singles, the brothers also lead the boys’ 
tennis team to 17-2 overall. 


WB? Has playing together made you two 
better players? 

NO: Yeah. It has actually. We’re encouraging 
each other and it’s an automatic hitting 
partner when you're not at practice at home. 
CO: When we play together we tell each 
other what we're doing well and not. When 
we miss long and short shots we try to help 
each other figure out why we missed those 
shots and help anticipate better. Usually 
when you're playing with an opponent you 
don’t want to help them, but since we’re 
brothers we do. 

WB? What kind of encouragement have 
you given each other? 

NO: When Caleb is facing this huge guy 
whose known across the city, I encourage 
him and tell him things I know. I’m usually 
playing right next to him, so I can encourage 
him there too. 

CO: When I see him hit a good shot I say 
“great shot,” and when I see him miss I say 
“let that one go.” When he’s down I build 
him up, and when he’s up I keep him up. 


WB? What kind of player would you be 
without your brother behind you? 

NO: I think I wouldn’t be as enthusiastic 
because I wouldn’t feel like playing as 
much. I wouldn’t have anyone to try to 
beat. 

CO: I probably wouldn’t have as much 
confidence or be as good, because with 
him I always have somebody to practice 
and to play with because he’s my brother. 
WB? What is something that people 
don’t know about your brother? 

NO: I'd say they don’t know about his real 
drive for tennis. He’s really inspired and 
he’s a good kid in school. 

CO: Nate is probably the nicest person 
I’ve ever met. He even lets his little 
brother pick on him. He’s probably the 
nicest person I’ve ever met in my life. 
WB? How well did you do this season? 
NO: We actually did pretty well. Caleb 
went 11-9, I finished 17-2 and we made 
all SAC. The team did well too, but we 
suffered a hard loss from Carroll. We lost 
to South Side and Carroll 18-2. 

CO: We did good, we were hoping to 
win sectionals, but we didn’t. We broke a 
school record, it was 15-1 and 16-1 match 
wise for the most wins. We did really 
good this year. 

WB? How did you feel when you made 
All-SAC? 

NO: I felt pretty good. I knew my brother 
would too, but I was the only No. 2 
singles player and I beat out some guys 
from Dwenger who were really good. 


WB? / OCT. 2006 


HLIGAdaW A113 


Friday Night Lights, 
camera, action! 


H: shoots! He scores! This is what we 
pay $6.50 for to see the same sports 
movie time and time again. We just love 
David when he beats 
Goliath. 

In the sports 
world, we like a good 
underdog story, but in 
the movies we can’t 
get enough of it. This 
is why the new movie 
Gridiron Gang has 
already grossed over 
$27 million after its first 
three weeks. 

The thing that pulls 
everyone to their seats 
is the title “based on 
a true story.” Most of 
the time, it really is 
a true story, just the 
characters, location and the fine details are 
changed to gross in a couple more bucks. 

The only thing that keeps driving the 
dramatic ending though is the money. 
Movies such as Coach Carter, Invincible, The 
Longest Yard, Glory Road, Talladega Nights, 
and Gridiron Gang all have similar plots, 
most of which give their audiences a good 
laugh. And oh yeah, every movie was at the 
top of the box office sometime or another. 

Sports dramas are now hitting the TV 
more. For example, the show Two A Days 
mixes high school drama with the hard- 
hitting action of football. So, if Friday Night 
Lights is mixed with Laguna Beach, you 
get something along the lines of Two A 
Days. It also gives us something to do ona 
Wednesday night. 

Also in almost every sports movie is the 
famous love story. In Rocky, it was Rocky 
screaming for Adrian after he defeated 
Apollo Creed. In Gridiron Gang, it was Willy 
Weathers writing to his girlfriend about his 
troubles in juvenile prison. (I also bet Xzibit 
felt right at home in this movie because he 
was back in jail again. I thought he would 
bust out in the middle of it saying, “I’m ‘bout 
to pimp his ride.”) 

Now there is word that Rocky VI will 
come out. Let’s hope that doesn’t happen. 
Come on Sly, one through four were good, 
but I thought five was bad enough. Let’s 
not go overboard. Still, we just love a good 
Rocky movie, and when it’s over we want to 
strap on some gloves and climb into the ring. 

We can’t resist a good sports movie. It’s 
in a man’s DNA. Nothing beats Denzel 
Washington in Remember The Titans making 
a player run a mile for a fumble, or Samuel 
L. Jackson in Coach Carter. They’re just 
irresistible. 


Out Of 
Bounds 


NICK 
EHLERDING 
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Fullove fights injury; 
volleyball 7-2 in SAC 


The girls’ 
volleybal team 
has improved its 
record to 7-2 in 
the SAC, with its 
only losses coming 
from Snider and 
Dwenger. The Bru- 
ins had a 3-1 win 
at home against 
Concordia for the 
SAC finale. Here, 
sophomore Bailee 
Price had 12 kills 
and two blocks, se- 
nior Jordan Fullove 
also had 22 digs 
to lead. The team 
went ahead 1-0, lost 
the next game, then 
bounced back and 
took the next two 
games. Fullove also 
battled back from 
an ACL injury last year, which sidelined her 
for half the season. 

“We have good team unity, we all just get 
along,’ said senior Courtney Berger. 

A senior-night highlight included the 
Bruins defeating Homestead, 3-0. Senior 
Meghan Orendorff had seven digs, and 
senior Kayla Hartman led with 22 blocks. 

“We did well against Concordia, we 
weren't relaxed in the second game, but we 
settled down,” said Berger. 

In the first round of sectional, the Bruins 
drew South Side away. The winner takes on 
the winner of North Side versus Huntington 
North. For the championship, the winner 
will play Snider or Homestead. 
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It’s mine! Senior 


Kayla Hartman sets 
a ball in for junior 
Shenitria Lewis in an 
SAC match against 
Dwenger. 


Freygang two; girls’ 
soccer moves on 


The girls’ soccer team won its opening 
sectional game against Dekalb away, 2-0. 

Senior Katie Freygang scored both goals 
for the Bruins. 

“We're going to try to improve by working 
hard and beating teams,” said sophomore 
Carly Mirwaldt, talking about what they can 
do to improve their game. 

“Hopefully we’ll win sectional and show 
people we’re the team to beat.” 

They played Angola next and won, 
8-0, then to the semifinals against Carroll at 
Dekalb. 
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Wierks places third 
in SAC tourney 


The girls’ golf team finished their 
season with a record of 2-8, placing third 
in the SAC tournament with sophomore 
Kylee Wierks placing third as an 
individual. 

“T will be in even more tournaments 
over the summer, and I'll spend time 
practicing in the winter at indoor courses 
as well,” said Wierks. 

The team was lead by Wierks who 
was named all SAC last year and had an 
average of 44 per tournament this year. 
This season, Wierks improved her average 
by five strokes. 

“We've shown great improvement 
learning to play like a varsity team. Four 
of our five varsity girls were never there 
before. We’re learning to play at that level 
and doing a great job,” said coach Dan 
Gibson. 


Boys’ soccer gets 
to regional 


The boys’ soccer team advanced 
through the Carroll sectional with a 
first-round win over Leo, 1-0, which was 
scored by sophomore Mark Weigand and 
assisted by junior Todd Mizicko. Then in 
the championship game, the Bruins beat 
Dwenger, 1-0, with a lone Weigand goal. 

“We've got good unity. This is one of 
the closer knit teams we've had in the last 
five, six, seven years,” said head coach Jeff 
Clark. “The players all get along well and 
play hard.” 


Big Orange Pack 
second in SAC meet 


Running all season with a first place 


at the final SAC tournament, finishing 
second behind Dwenger. 

Senior Bobby Moldovan had a first- 
place finish in front of Dwenger’s Ben 
Reifenberg. 

“I was disappointed that we lost, 
but I was still really happy that we had 
four other guys make All-SAC,” said 
Moldovan. 

The Bruins finished the regualr season 


with a record of 120-20 overall. 
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title, the Big Orange Pack fell one leg short 


Football fights 
back to beat Luers 


Northrop’s varsity football team was 
4-4 going into its last regular-season game 
against North Side. 

“We're hoping for it to be a night 
of redemption,” said head coach Ernie 
Bojrab. 

But against Luers in a nailbiter, the 
Bruins came back from being down 22-16, 
with a senior Calvin Nelson interception 
for a touchdown, to give the Bruins a lead 
after a sophomore Logan Powell extra 
point. Then later a big touchdown run 
from junior Richard Gates to win, 29-22. 

The Bruins then lost to Wayne 60-21, 
including senior Quentin Walker who was 
out with a concussion. 

Now it’s onto this Friday night, where 
Northrop will open up sectional play 
against Snider at Spuller Stadium. The 


Bruins will be the away team. 


Boys’ tennis break 
record going 17-2 


The boys’ tennis team fell short in the 
sectional championship match at Carroll 
on Oct. 7. The boys defeated Dwenger in 
the opening round 3-2, but then lost to 
Carroll, 3-2. The Bruins ended their season 
with a 17-2 record. 

“I began in eighth grade. I always 
had a racket, but I didn’t hit much until 
then but then I started to hit everyday, or 
tried,” said junior Caleb Oren, on when he 
started playing tennis. 

Th Bruins will lose only one senior 


The Bruins played Canterbury in the from this year’s squad, which is senior 
regional, but fell 3-1 in the first round. Craig Wassell at No. 3 singles. 


Girls’ cross-country 
SAC meet second 


The girls’ cross-country team competed 
in the SAC and placed placed second, 
falling behind Concordia, 71-20. They now 
have a record of 9-1. 

“The girls ran their hearts out,” 
said head coach Matt Miller. “I’m very 
impressed with how hard they raced.” 

Allicia Gaffer ran in 16.25.8, placing 
seventh and Katie Boestar ran in 16.55.35, 
placing 12th. 

Miller was extremely happy with the 
second place finish. 

“We haven’t been second since 2001,” 
he said. 


Top 1 


Highest-grossing 
documentaries of all time 


Fahrenheit 9/11 -- 
$119.2 million 


March of the Penguins -- $77.4 
million 


An Inconvenient Truth -- $23.7 
million 


Bowling for Columbine -- 
$21.6 million 


Madonna: Truth or Dare -- 
$15 million 


Winged Migration -- 
$11.7 million 


Super Size Me -- $11.5 million 


Mad Hot Ballroom -- 
$8.1 million 


ON DTU RWN 


Hoop Dreams -- $7.8 million — 


LO: 


-source: documentaries.about.com 


- 


Tupac: Resurrection -- 
$7.7 million 


Coming UP 


Music Preview 


-source: metacritic.com 


Oct. 17 


Oct. 24 


naconda hunting in a ballpit, rocket 
A Servite riding, rodeo bull 

dodging, staircase snowskiing and 
medicine-ball dodgeball in the pitch dark. 
Just a few of the many hilarious stunts 
performed in Jackass: Number 2. 

The most recent installment in the 
Jackass saga features the entire gang from 
the TV show, including Bam Margera, 
Chris Pontius, Steve-O, Ryan Dunn, Dave 
England, Preston Lacy, Ehren McGhehey, 
Jason “Weeman” Acuna and the star, Johnny 
Knoxville. 

If you were fortunate enough to see the 
first Jackass, Number 2 is what you would 
expect from the Jackass crew: but funnier. 
Funnier, considering you have a sick, guy 
sense of humor. 

As senior Kevin Baresic put it, “There 
wasn’t a part where I didn’t laugh.” 

One of the funniest stunts that 
contributed to this was the “fart mask.” In 
this segment, Steve-O put an air-tight fish 
bowl over his head with only a funneled 
hose leading from it, which was then 
repeatedly farted into by Preston. 

Within seconds, Steve-O threw up inside 
of the bowl, filling it up about one-fourth of 
the way full with his own vomit. 

Johnny Knoxville was by far the one 
who stole the show though. The “Anaconda 
Ballpit” scene was one of the craziest scenes 
in the movie, where Knoxville walked 
through a Chuck-E-Cheese-like ballpit and 
tried to catch an anaconda. 

Knoxville got bit by the snake twice, and 
by the end of the stunt had blood running 
down his arm from his wounds. But he did 
catch the snake. 

Later in the movie, he was also nearly 
gored by a bull at least four times, punched a 
bear trap, and almost died from nearly being 
hit by a stray rocket in a sketch. Knoxville 
rode a big red rocket into the sky above a 
lake. 

The movie had some celebrity cameos, 
including an appearance by infamous 
director Jon Waters in a sketch where he 
made Weeman disappear. 

By disappear, I mean Waters had a 
morbidly obese woman, who looks like the 


Oct. 31 


-Badly Drawn Boy -Bright Eyes -Graham Coxon 
-Diddy -The Curtains -Deftones 
-Dosh -John Legend -The Who 
-Jeremy Enigk -My Chemical Romance -Young Jeezy 
-Fat Jon & Styrofoam -Ordinary Boys -Nellie McKay 
-Lady Sovereign -Sparta Willie Nelson 
-Squarepusher 
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0 Jackass sequel still funny 


Egg Lady from his ’72 
film Pink Flamingos, 
jump on Weeman 
completely naked. 

This was so gross, 
even for me, that I 
almost puked on the 
old woman sitting in 
front of me. Okay, not 
really, but it was nasty. 

Actor Luke Wilson 
got electrocuted in the 
credits too, so that was 
also pretty funny. 

Some of the funniest 
moments though were the scenes where 
they played pranks on each other. By far the 
funniest though, and the most politically 
incorrect prank, was “Terror Taxi.” Here, 
Ehren McGhehey was dressed up like an 
Arabian man and told he was going to an 
airport with fake dynamite strapped to his 
chest. In reality, the joke was on him. 

The taxi driver that picked him up (an 
actor) intervened and forced McGhehey 
into the trunk of his taxi at gunpoint. 
Knoxville and Bam, who were in on it, then 
acted like they were attempting to stop the 
stunt when the driver fired blanks at them. 
Keep in mind McGhehey could only hear 
what was going on, and he thought his 
friends had just been killed by an insane taxi 
driver, and it was all his fault. 

Then they let McGhehey out of the trunk. 
He was relieved that it was all a prank, but 
was mad to find out that the hair that the 
makeup artist used to make the beard was 
actually a cocktail of pubic hair from the 
entire cast and crew. 

In the end, the Jackass franchise is what 
it is. It isn’t what Roger Ebert would call a 
quality movie, but it doesn’t try to be that. 

This movie shoots for funny, violent, 
gross-out, bad-taste entertainment and 
accomplishes that by far. But just let it be 
known that there are worse movies out there. 
See Pink Flamingos. 

Go out and rent it now, you'll be happy 
you did. As for Jackass 2, just wait for the 
DVD unless you can’t wait to see Knoxville 
get kicked in the groin again. A+ 


Showtime 


NICK 
STIEBER 


Nov. 7 


-Isobel Campbell 
-The Evens 

-Nas 

-Ol’ Dirty Bastard 
-Brakes 
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History of horror 


ZACH NORRIS 


| Bhs is one of the greatest emotions. But 
people still love to be scared. 

People enjoy the chill down the back 
of their necks and the acceleration of their 
hearts pounding in their chests. It all relates 
to sitting around the campfire telling 
ghost stories. It is a very common, deep- 
seeded human characteristic to explore the 
boundaries where people can tolerate fear 
and anxiety, and then work through it. 

For almost the past 50 years, millions of 
people have transformed the idea of telling 
ghost stories around the campfire to going to 
the cinema to watch a horror movie. 

However, the style, technology and plots 
of horror movies have greatly changed 
throughout the past 50 years. 

One of the first true modern horror 
movies was Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho in 
1960. Anthony Perkins and Janet Leigh star 
in the thriller in which Leigh’s character, 
who is fed up with her life, steals $40,000 
from her employer’s client and drives 


BRIAN WOLF 


Bek guts and chainsaws. This is what 
it takes to make one of the goriest 
movies of the fall season. 

Texas Chainsaw Massacre: The Beginning 
is not quite like any of the other chainsaw 
movies. This is a prequel to the other 
chainsaw movies. This was probably the 
goriest, though not the scariest, movie I 
have ever seen. 

The chainsaw movie that was made in 
‘03 is almost the same as the one that just 
came out. The Beginning starts out showing 
the past of leatherface. 

Two of the main characters Eric 
(Matthew Bomer) and Dean (Taylor 
Handley) only have a few last days 
with their girlfriends, Chrissie (Jordan 
Brewster) and Bailey (Diora Baird), before 
they are shipped out to Vietnam. 

On their way through Texas they get 
into a car accident that calls the local 
sheriff to the scene. The sheriff takes them 
back, badly wounded, to his house of 
horror. 

This movie might be to horrifying to 
some people. With it being too gory this 
might lower its profit. 

While watching this movie I wondered 
if it could get any worse; as soon as I said 
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Massacre prequel gore fest 


hundreds of miles away. She unexpectedly 
stops at the Bates Motel that Perkins runs 
and finds herself in a horrible situation. 

From here, the next true classic horror 
movies included Roman Polanski’s 
Rosemary's Baby in ‘68. Mia Farrow and 
John Cassavetes star in the drama, in which 
Rosemary and her new husband move to 
New York. Rosemary then finds herself in 
danger and the public eye. Psycho and this 
movie alone were nominated for five Oscar 
awards combined and brought home several 
other awards too. 

Then came movies that transformed 
the horror genre into different and more 
disturbing horror epics. 

In ‘78, John Carpenter released his horror 
classic, Halloween. Donald Pleasence and 
Jamie Lee Curtis star here where a man has 
been institutionalized after murdering his 
sister. He then escapes and heads back home 
to terrorize his quiet community which has 
not yet forgotten him. 


that something worse would happen. 

If you have a like for gory movies then 
this movie might just be for you. 

If people liked the movie they made in 
‘03 then you might or might not like this 
one. It just depends on your preference on 
gory movies. 

The movie's plot was better than the 
other Massacre films. It had a good flow, 
but changed too often from scary to gory 
in what looked like a blatant appeal for a 
new audience. 

In this prequel, there are many changes 
and additions that are noticeable from 
earlier versions. 

For example, in the ’03 version, a main 
characters gets away at the end, but here 
there’s more death. And even though 
some of the same characters return, like 
Sheriff Hoyt (R. Lee Ermey) and Luda Mae 
(Marietta Marich), the plot is somewhat 
different. For example, accident scenes 
here versus ‘03 version are not alike. Also, 
how Leatherface kills is diffferent too. 

Bottomline: If you don’t like real gory 
movies, then don’t waste your money on a 
ticket to see it. 

Consider waiting till it comes out on 
DVD instead. B 
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A glimpse at the evolution 
of horror movies over four 
decades, today 


Sean S. Cunningham directed Friday The 
13 two years later, in ‘80. In this horror/ 
mystery, Betsy Palmer and Kevin Bacon play 
two characters in a movie where a summer 
camp owner reopens the camp which leads 
to a series of grisly murders. 

The horror popularity continued with 
Wes Craven's A Nightmare on Elm Street in 
‘84, which might be one of the most popular 
horror films of all time. Robert Englund’s 
character Freddy Kruger is a fantasy killer 
who is haunting peoples dreams and is 
killing everyone that fall asleep. 

During the ‘90s and today, horror movies 
made yet another transformation. Much 
more special effects, for example The Ring 
in ‘03, became common. But these films 
also diverted into outrageous plots that are 
extremely hard to believe. 

When the arrival of modern horror 
movies came with Psycho, they were 
ingenious mysteries that kept you guessing 
until the end. But now, they seem to be going 
downhill, becoming too technology-oriented 
and less mysterious. 

The movies today are still very terrifying. 
However, the intelligence of great horror 
movies has been left behind. 
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“The Best Scary Movie Since 
The Sixth Sense.” 


i Have A Spooky Good 


Psycho in 1960 in many ways started the 
modern horror genre. Other hits over the 
decades include Rosemary’s Baby (‘68), 

The Exorcist (‘73), Halloween (‘78) and more 
recently, The Ring (‘03). 


Hoodstar not ‘Thurr’ 


Chingy’s new album doesn’t shine 


JULIE NGUYEN 


IE it possible for 13 songs to all 
sound the same and with the 
exact same beats? The answer is, 
yes. And if you want proof, then 
check out Chingy’s new album 
Hoodstar which was directed by 
Darius Jones and co-produced 
by Wendy Goldstein. 

People basically remember 
Chingy for such songs like 
“Holidae Inn,” “Right Thurr,” 
and “Just One Call” which were 
instant hits that had everyone 
singing. 

But after listening to this 
album, all of the songs seem to 
blur together, which turns into a 
one-hour continuous song about 
haters, going clubbing, shoes 
and shirts like “Nike aurrs and 
crisp Tees” and of course, girls. 

The best track in the 
entire CD is probably 

“Cadillac Doors” which 
had a genuine vibe to 

it and it actually had a 
message that got across. 
It talks about Chingy 

in the ghetto and the 


Chingy’s Hoodstar in- 
cludes “Dem Jeans” and 
Pullin’ Me Back,” both top 
50 hits. 
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struggles he had to go through. 

The other tracks are pretty 
much the same in my opinion. 
Hoodstar has lots of repetition 
though. Even though Hoodstar 
is trite and not very original, the 
tracks are still catchy and easy to 
dance to. Since Chingy repeats his 
lyrics over and over and over, it’s 
easy to remember so you can sing 
along with it. 

Hoodstar is not as good as it 
should be. After all, Chingy split 
from his mentor Ludacris bitterly 


MATT JACKSON 


[Re by Geffen Records, 
and produced by Jordan 
Schur, Coming Home is New 
Found Glory’s fifth full-length 
studio album, and maybe it’s 
worst. 

New Found Glory started 
off as a pop-punk band in 1997 
with Jordan Pundik on lead 
vocals, Chad Gilbert and Steve 
Klein on guitar, lan Grushka 
on bass, and Cyrus Bolooki on 
drums. But on Coming Home 
they have lost all their punk 


Old Lost Shame 


New Found Glory fails to cross over 


begins to realize that all of the 
songs start sounding the same. 

Write a sappy love or 
breakup song, use a simple 
power chord progression 
during the chorus, and write 
lyrics a third grader would 
think of. 

Without the aggressiveness 
NFG had in past albums, 
there’s nothing worth listening 
to. 

With the growing 
popularity of groups like 


so listeners would think that 
Chingy would pour his heart and 
soul into this CD. 

It was a good CD but not good 
enough to meet my standards. I 
had low standards to begin with 
and he met the bar, but barely. C- 


roots. 


oxygen.” 


Career. 


Coming Home starts off 
with a sappy love song called 
“Oxygen,” with cliché lyrics 
like: “I don’t want to live 
without you. I don’t want to 
breath without you. You’re my 


Glory sticks with the theme 
of love songs with silly lyrics 
with “Hold My Hand.” The 
song sounds like it would be 
used in a nursery rhyme. 

The repetitiveness of 
Coming Home kills the album. 
Around the fifth track, one 


New Found Glory’s latest album 
Coming Home is the band’s 
fifth album in its 10-year 


Fallout Boy and Panic! At the 
Disco, it appears that New 
Found Glory’s sound changed 
to imitate their genre. 

Unless you have a weird 
fetish with bad pop songs, or 
you are dating one of the band 
members, it’s hard to see why 
anyone would want to buy 
Coming Home. D+ 


COURTESY OF MATT JACKSON 


Dahlia disappointing disaster for DePalma 


JUSTIN MEENAGH 


“The victim has been cut in half, all the 
organs removed, blood drained from the 
body, and the mouth sliced from ear to ear.” 
This is how Sgt. Leland “Lee” Blanchard 
(played by Aaron Eckhart), described the 
body of Elizabeth Short. This was one of the 
few things in Black Dahlia that made sense. 
The movie takes place during 1946 in 
Los Angeles with the story being told by 
ex-boxer, Officer Dwight “Bucky” Bleichert, 
played by Josh Hartnett, along with his 
partner Blanchard. The two are assigned to 
solve the mystery of Short’s murder, which 
took place in real life too in the late 1940s. 
Even as the movie progressed the plot 


never developed completely. The movie 
constantly jumped from one area to another 
and half the time it was impossible to tell 
what was going on and where. 

Bleichert spends a good part of the story 
following false leads and dead ends, and 
still never discovers the true motive for the 
murder of Short. Once the story begins to 
unravel, it suddenly jerks and takes viewers 
another direction. 

Another problem about the movie was 
the language, particularly with the women. 
It is hard to believe that women would swear 
back then, let alone the kind of language that 
some of these women were using. 

The movie wasn’t all-bad though, as it 
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did have some pretty good action scenes 
from time to time. The special affects were 
also pretty good and made the setting of 
the movie seem pretty realistic. It had a 
decent soundtrack, though there were some 
parts of the movie where I think they could 
have used better music. 

Unfortunately, the bad far outweighed 
the good in this movie and it is a real 
headache to watch. It had a good main idea 
with the mystery part, and could have been 
a pretty good movie if it had a discernable 
plot and proper acting. However, it had 
neither of these and I let out a sigh of relief, 
when it finally ended. D 
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Get your head in the war, win or lose 


STAFF 


hinking back on a day that 
[ees Americans won't forget: 

Sept. 11, 2001. One of the worst 
days the U.S. has ever encountered. 

Then came the current war on 
terror, Afghanistan and now the war 
in Iraq. The U.S. and war on terror is 
a topic that continues to go on, and 
no matter how long this war last, 
Bruins need to be aware. 

So the question is who’s winning 
the war on terror? What’s even 
going on with the war, and do 
Americans or Bruins even care? 

According to a majority of What’s 
Bruin? staff, the U.S. is winning the 
war on terror and the war in Iraq. 

A recent issue of The Los Angeles 
Times reported that the government 
doesn’t even know if the U.S. is 
winning the war. 

According to pollingreport.com, a 
nationwide voting center, 32 percent 
feel of Americans feel the U.S. is 
doing moderately well, and 33 
percent say we are doing horribly. 

Also, reports pollingreport.com, 
59 percent of Americans feel that 
President George W. Bush is not 
doing a good job handling the war 
on Iraq, and 69 percent of Americans 
say they don’t feel Bush has a clear 
plan on how to win this war. 

From this, anew question arises: 
How will American voters now vote 
in the upcoming Nov. 7 midterm 
elections if they don’t feel Bush has 
done a good job? 

A majority of the What's Bruin? 
believes that the war may leave a 
negative effect on the republican 
party, and possibly cause a change 
and more democrats in Congress 
and eventually for President. 

However, some staff say it won’t 
play a huge part in the upcoming 
midterm elections because people 
will still focus mainly on national 
security, which is to republicans’ 
benefit. 
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(In 2008 for the next Presidential 
election, most staff also predict 
it will be John McCain as the 
republican nominee, and for 
democrats, former first lady Hillary 
Clinton.) 

If we gain support from other 
countries in the meantime, it could 
help the U.S. cause even more. 
Another idea is that if Iraq builds its 
new government better, U.S. soldiers 
can leave Iraq and come home. 

But there is also the problem 
of dealing with Americans, even 
Bruins, who just don’t care. 

What's Bruin? feels everyone 
should care. It may not affect us 
now, but later in life and for future 
generations it will have a strong 
effect. 

It people don’t care, then they 
simply need to get educated, 
because it’s an honor to live in 
America. An honor people take for 
granted on a daily basis. 


Fachy 25.53 
Opinion 
7200 The number of terrorist 


acts/attempts over the last 15 
years in the U.S. 


“Why havent we heard 
about it, and why isn’t it 
publicized more? People 
don’t even realize how 
much there is.” 


-senior Samantha Goldsberry 


1 in 8 The number of teens who 
suffer from depression 


“People’s lives are way 
too busy, and they 
worry about too much.” 


-freshman Lowell Ritter 


I CANT BELIEVE. 


HE JUST CALLED US 


VIOLENT! SINCE 


WHEN ARE WE 


“HIS (MUHAMMAD'S) & 
COMMAND TO SPREAD > 
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America stepping up to help illiterate countries 


‘Pas books on your shelf, the flashing 
ads on televised infomercials, the very 
magazine you're holding. 

It’s frightening to think how many things 
in day-to-day life would have no meaning to 
us without the simple ability to read. 

As Americans it is hard to imagine not 
having the ability to decipher the various 
forms of text that surround people all the 
time. 

Yet all over the world, in nations that 
many Americans commonly overlook, 
people live without the ability to read and 
the illiteracy numbers are far greater than we 
realize. 

As recently as 2000, the UNESCO institute 
for statistics found that illiteracy rates in sub- 
Sahara Africa were as high as fifty percent 
and sixty percent in south Asia. 

In response to this, First Lady Laura Bush 
has begun taking steps to try to bring literacy 
to the world, and improve it in those places 
that already possess this ability. 

These steps include heading up the 
White House conference on global literacy, 
and speaking at the National Book festival, 
among other things. 

This is unquestionably an important part 
of attempting to bring freedom to the world, 
and one that differs wildly from the United 
States other methods that have been used in 


the past few years. 
President Bush 
himself is also 
taking an active role 
in the First Lady’s 
campaign to increase 
the world’s ability to 
read. 
The president 
has linked his 
work to establish 
democratic reforms 
across the globe 
with the attempts 
by the first lady to 
get governments to 
embrace improved 
literacy programs the 
world over. Something that has needed to be 
done for quite a long time. 

The president has expressed, at one press 
conference, his belief that, “The simple act of 
teaching a child to read or an adult to read 
has the capacity to transform nations and 
yield the peace we all want.” 

He feels so strongly about this that he 
has addressed it to the United Nations along 
with several other issues including the 
situation in Iran. 

There is also little question that the ability 
to read is one of the most important factors 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 


Democrats, McCain fight to stop 


( pee up my parents, like most, 
always told me to treat others the way I 


would like to be treated. 

This Golden Rule is based on people’s 
morals and ethics in the end. But, the older 
I become, the more I realize that many 
people simply do not have the same moral 
standards. 

Trouble and fighting in the Middle 
East has gone on for years and years, with 
few signs of improvement. This war has 
devastated families, countries, and people’s 
personal beliefs and principles. 

Even though, just about every part of 
the current War on Terrorism has been 
devastating it is still no reason for people to 
forget that we are fighting another nation of 
people. 

Currently in Washington D.C., republican 
senators are trying to reject a legislation 
that would set certain procedures for 
interrogation of and military tribunals for 
suspected terrorists. 

The U.S. signed international rules 
concerning the treatment of detainees that 
should be treated with much more respect. 


Intention Nee since 


Graham, and John 
Warner are some of 
the few that pushing 
to change military 
standards. 

McCain, of 
Arizona, was a 
prisoner during the 
Vietnam War. 

The issue of 
torture is so important 
because countries 
all over the world 
will determine the 
treatment of our 
soldiers, American 
prisoners, from how we treat theirs. 

If American interrogators use tactics such 
as water boarding, so will other countries. 

The main problem is that if America starts 
torturing prisoners of war for information, 
we will corrupt American values and 
possibly weaken foreign relations. 

However, even with this problem there is 


ZACH 
NORRIS 
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Senators such as 


in leading a successful life in any nation. 

However, in many countries few people 
are able to understand written word, this 
prevents them from being able to get a 
higher education, find a better job, and even 
achieve a better life. 

As one of the most powerful and 
educated countries in the world it is 
important that Americans work together 
to try to bring this skill to all peoples not 
blessed with the resources that have been 
present in the greater part of the nation’s 
entire history. 

In our president’s own words, “You can’t 
realize the blessings of liberty if you can’t 
read a ballot.” 

The U.S. has always been a nation that 
helped lead the way in bringing hope to 
less fortunate countries and this is a prime 
example of that spirit of charity at its finest. 

Americans pride themselves on their 
ability to achieve a better life through hard 
work and determination. 

And now thanks to Laura Bush, America 
is working to spread this ability to the world 
through the simple gift of literacy. 

The ability to read is one of the most 
invaluable resources Americans have, and 
if Laura Bush is successful, it will make a 
big difference in the lives of many people 
around the world. 


use of torture 


one thing blocking the way of progress, the 
Bush Administration. 

President Bush is trying to redefine what 
is a war crime, and he wants Congress to 
approve rules for the military tribunals that 
are ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court. 

Nonetheless, Warner, who chairs 
the Armed Services Committee, defied 
the administration last week when he 
promoted a bill that reiterates this countries 
commitment to the Geneva Convention 
standards for POW treatment. 

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell 
has also showed signs of support to the 
Armed Services Committee and not to his 
former administration. 

The idea is not just about disagreeing 
with Bush or trying to hold on to a seat in 
the senate. It is more about the safety of 
America’s citizens and soldiers. Because 
after all, this war will not last forever, and 
the soldiers returning home safely is the 
most important idea. 
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“My friend and 

| dressed up as 
Peach and Mario. 
| was Peach.” 


-freshman Jordan Price 


“We dressed up as 


boy hillbillies and 


went on hayrides.” 


-junior Tira Hunter 


“During the 
(Persian) Gulf War, 
we had a Halloween 
party in the Saudi 
Arabian desert.” 


-assistant principal David West 
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Describe 
your 
best 

Halloween 
memory. 


“| was dressed in a 

ninja turtle costume, 
hid in a leaf pile and 
jumped out at kids.” 


-sophomore Steve Doty 


“| donated candy to 
innocent kids who 
didn’t have any.” 


-senior Amanda McNabb 


Teen drinking over the top 


KATELYN STAYTON 


ne cup. Two cup. Three 
cup, more. Beer pong 
has become one of the 


biggest drinking games in the 
country, and now even parents 
are buying alcohol for their 
teens. 

Eighty-five percent of high 
school seniors have used 
alcohol, and are also the largest 
population of beer drinkers in 
this country. 

A statistic gathered by 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 
(MADD) showed that more 
college undergraduates will die 
from alcohol-related causes, 
than will receive a masters or 
doctorate degree in college. 

According to MADD, 7% of 
young people say being drunk 
is appealing because it feels 
good. Throwing up and having 
a hang over doesn’t sound real 
appealing. 

Alcohol has become the 
number one drug problem 
among young people. Movie, 
television, advertisement makes 
drinking more glamorous than it 
truly is. 

Statistics show that some 
teens drink because of peer 
pressure and to be accepted, or 
just to feel like an adult. Others 
say it’s for escape from stress. 

According to “Addictions & 
More” most young adults do not 


think that alcohol is a risky drug. 


Statistics vary but the best 
estimate indicates that there 
may be more than four million 
American alcoholics under the 
age of 18. 

With the blood alcohol 
content limit at .08 its probably 
easier to get pulled over for 
drinking, but you shouldn’t 
drive if you chose to drink 
anyways. 

Statistics say that 36% of 
males are more likely than the 
29% of females to drink alcohol. 
Student in grades 11 have a 54% 
chance and senior have a 57%. A 
current statistic on drinking said 
freshman had a 46% of drinking 
alcohol. 

There are over 100 liver 
diseases. Cirrhosis caused by 
chronic alcohol consumption is 
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the most common association of liver cancer 
in the developed world. The usual setting is 
when an individual with alcoholic cirrhosis 
has stopped drinking for up to ten years, 
they can then develop liver cancer. 

What happens is that when the drinking 
is stopped, the liver cells try to heal by 
regenerating. During this active regeneration 
a cancer-producing genetic change can occur. 

The average young person will have seen 
100,000 beer commercials between the age 
of two and eighteen. A person would have 
to see an average of more than seventeen 
commercials about alcohol every day. 

Each year over 73 million American either 
serve as a designated driver or are driven 
home by one. That means designated drivers 
have probably saved nearly 50,000 lives and 
spared many more thousands of people from 
suffering injury from drunk driving. 

Drinking can make you gain weight, get 
you in trouble, cause accidents, and possibly 
liver cancer after drinking for a long time. To 
start drinking underage and harm your body 
just isn’t worth it. 


Fact 
/ Opinion 


50% The divorce rate in the U.S. 
Half of all marriages now end in 
divorce 


“They rushed into it 
too quickly.” 


-sophomore Tyler Harris 


300 The number of babies born 
using the new gender-selection 
process 


“’m not really for it. You 
shouldn’t ruin one life to 
get another.” 


-junior Lisa Boester 


Should the county smoking ban be passed? 


KATELYN BUTLER 


‘lis bowling alley door’s opens and out rolls the smoke clouds. A 
clear envision of secondhand smoke. 
Not an unlikely sight in Allen County restaurants and bars. 

Unfortunately for their owners, employees, and patrons, the 
reality is that it may come to a quick halt. This all thanks to the 
recent plan proposed by the Allen County commissioners to ban 
smoking in all public business places across the county and in Fort 
Wayne. 

Now smokers should not start getting worried about spending 
all that money on their cigarettes and not being able to smoke 
outside of their homes because the proposal only bans it in certain 
places. 

Restaurants will have to have closed areas where smoking will 
be allowed, and only in those areas. 

And of course they can still smoke in their own homes too (if 
they aren’t a licensed child care facility). 

Twenty-seven percent of Americans smoke as of 1991. A rate that 
is going down compared to 30 percent in 1987, according to 
recently reported statistics. 

For years, county health officials have been trying to get these 
rates to diminish, a process that is very slow going for them. 

Nothing seems to be working though. Not even the increasing 
price of cigarettes either. An average pack of cigarettes in Indiana 
cost about $3.83. That is after the always-increasing federal cigarette 
tax, which is now 39 cents. 

Eventually the hopeful attempts at converting smokers may 
work, but for right now we can concentrate on the proposed ban 
and what it can do for us. 

Mainly places where people smoke the most, in public areas, are 
going to be affected. 

From now on, no smoking within 20 feet from the entrance 
of a public building, that even means 
on public transportation or public 
transportation facilities. 

No more at malls, retail stores, sports 
arenas, bars, bowling alleys, etc. 

Working as a hostess in a restaurant, 
having people all the time asking for non- 
smoking gets annoying when the entire 
restaurant already is. 

It would be nice to have the ban so 
customers wouldn’t even have to say 
anything. They would already know 
where they are getting seated. 

Not to mention the cleaning up of 
cigarette butts outside of the doors from 
all of the wonderful smokers gathering 
outside of the mall. Wouldn’t it be nice to 
not stand outside with a broom sweeping 
away other people’s dirty habits? 

It’s never too late to change those 
habits either. Smoking is considerably one 
of the worst problems in America and for 
some reason it can’t be solved. 

But keep inhaling all that smoke Allen 
County and be against the ban. Keep 
puffing away your money and your life. 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON N O 


Aes the smoking away, kiss business goodbye. 
Allen County Commissioners are trying to pass a non-smoking 
law. Which means no smoking 20 feet from any public place. 

It’s Friday night. The local club, bowling alley and bar are all 
dead. The usual crowded smoky places are all empty. The air might 
be clean but businesses will suffer. 

This is what will happen if the Allen County officials get their 
way. Not only will restaurants suffer but so will bowling alleys 
where smoking is very dominant. Bowling alleys are a big appeal to 
someone who smokes. If the smoking is taken away the appeal that 
smokers have for bowling will die out. 

Restaurants will suffer also. Restaurants now have to have 
secluded area’s glassed off where smoking is allowed. If the law is 
passed these areas will be turned into regular seating areas with no 
smoking allowed. 

That means more seating will be available but less people to fill 
those seats. 

The Allen County commissioners need to think twice before 
making this law official. They need to keep in mind that businesses 
everywhere will suffer. Although there are more places where 
smoking is prohibited there are some places smoking is allowed. 

Smokers can still smoke at home, and in hotel and motel rooms 
designated at smoking rooms. Smokers can also smoke in retail 
tobacco stores and private clubs. 

Wow. Imagine walking into one of these places. The amount 
of smoke would be overwhelming. If they limit where people can 
smoke those areas will become extremely polluted and second hand 
smoke will become worse. Children trapped inside a house full of 
smoke will be very prone to second hand smoke. And that’s not fair. 

Smokers won’t even want to rent hotel rooms that allow 
smoking because they will smell worse than the usual smoking 
room. 

It’s better for everyone if they just 
leave smoking and smokers alone. We’ve 
adjusted this far, so we can continue to 
compensate. If smoke isn’t your thing 
then don’t go to a bowling alley or a 
pool hall. If you want to go out, go to the 
movies or somewhere were smoking isn’t 
relevant. 

If a smoker does want to smoke they 
will need to avoid certain places including 
restaurants, businesses, laundromats, 
hallways, lobbies and the other standard 
non-smoking areas. 

In the proposal, it states that any 
establishment exempted shall post the 
following at the main entrance: “Warning: 
This is a smoking establishment.” 

This requires smoking-permitted areas 
to have one of these signs whether they 
allow smoking or not. 

Warning: If this law is passed, 
businesses will go down the drain and a 
lot of people will be very unhappy and 
out of jobs. 

Let the smokers smoke. 
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hat we beat Snider.” 


-sophomore Bailee Price, on Northrop’s 
sectional final win in volleyball 
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State JAG program to Northrop 


Sponsored by governor Daniels, workforce development plan offered to select Bruins 


CLINT SPAHR 


he name of the course was underlined 
on the board along with a summary of 
the curriculum and several questions 
students were encouraged to ask themselves. 

It was the first week of Professional 
Career Internships, the newest class offered 
to select Northrop students as part of the 
state-sponsored JAG (Jobs for America’s 
Graduates) workforce development 
program. Northrop is one of a few schools 
in Indiana to now offer the program 
coordinated by the office of governor Mitch 
Daniels. 

“I enjoy working with youth,” said 
teacher Dorothea Bragg, the instructor of the 
specific course now at Northrop. 

“JAG is a great program for working with 
high school youth.” 

The class today was small, only four 
students, but Bragg still spoke loudly and 
clearly making sure each student understood 
what she was discussing. 

“Tt may be difficult for some students 
interested in the class,” said Bragg. “Because 
they'll have to adjust their schedules and 
that can be difficult if they have a core class 
at that time.” 

Bragg took time to discuss in-depth the 
various aspects of the course curriculum, the 
six parts of which are: career development, 
job attainment, job survival, basic skills, 
leadership and self-development, and 
personal skills. 

“Her teaching style is relaxed,” said 
junior Hannah Friedel, among the first to 
join the class. “It’s not as uptight as most 
classes are. It makes it welcoming.” 


Jobs for America’s 
Graduates (JAG) 
is an associate 

of the Indiana 


JobWorks Company, 
which has provided 

job training to over 

30,000 Hoosiers 


-source: Indiana JobWorks Company 
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As Bragg spoke more about the course, 
she shared stories of personal experience, 
allowing her to relate to students. 

“My favorite part of the class is the 
activities,” said junior Greg Portee. “We get 
to do stuff instead of just homework.” 

The first activity of the day was one of 
introduction, since it was the first week and 
students were learning what the program is 
all about. 

Students then took sheets of toilet paper 
that they chose, and for each sheet they 
were instructed to tell something about 
themselves. 

Once finished, students began work on 
what Bragg described as a “Me Bag.” 
Students decorated paper bags with images 
they felt told something about them. 

“I saw the class as a good opportunity,” 
said Friedel. “Internship sounds cool and 
shadowing is good, so it seemed like a good 
opportunity.” 

“I put my life straight,” said Portee. “I 
have a goal and I’m going to follow that 
goal.” 

More specifically, the JAG program is 
also part of the Indiana JobWorks Company, 
which is seeing use in Indiana for the first 
time since being founded in 1980. Indiana 
JobWorks Company also has provided job 
training to over 30,000 Hoosiers. 

“JAG is part of workforce development 
and governor Daniels has a great interest 
in this and education,” said principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. “JAG acts as a mentor to 
students.” 

“This is a for-credit class,” explained 
Bragg. “We also will offer incentives for 
students who participate in the class.” 

In addition to gaining credit, the class 
offers $1,250 toward summer internships 
or scholarship money given from the JAG 
progam. 

Since its founding, JAG’s mission has 
been to keep young people in school through 
graduation, and to provide work-based 
learning experiences that will lead to career 
advancement opportunities, or to enroll 
in a post-secondary school that leads to a 
rewarding career. 

“Challenges will come along,” said Bragg. 
“They'll help students grow as individuals.” 

JAG right now has 700 in-school and 
out-of-school programs, including 
Northrop’s. 

There have been over 500,000 participants 
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since 1980 with 45,000 participants between 
‘05 and ’06. Indiana’s program also is 
involved with 29 state affiliates. 

“We hope to give students resources so 
they will be equipped to move toward a 
good career path or to enter collage,” said 
Bragg. 

“JAG was designed to help students make 
informed decisions toward a career path or 
post-secondary education.” 

Brage’s training for the program included 
learning how participants are to be selected, 
learning the JAG curriculum, JAG program 
application, and learning core competencies, 
among other things. 

“I went to a three-day JAG training which 
was intense,” said Bragg. “I learned about all 
parts of the JAG program and received new 
specialist training.” 

Funding from the state is paying for this 
first-year pilot program in four FWCS high 
schools including Northrop, Elmhurst, North 
Side and Wayne. 


“Her teaching 
Style is 
relaxed. It’s 
not uptight 
as most 
classes are. 

It makes it 
welcoming.” 


-junior Hannah Friedel, on 
teacher Dorothea Bragg and 
the new JAG program at 
Northrop 
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WHA “We hope 
to give 
Students 
resources 
needed so 
they will be 
equipped to 
move to a 
good career 
path or 
enter 
college.” 


-JAG program teacher 
Dorothea Bragg 
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A teacher in the new JAG (Jobs for America’s 

Graduates) workforce development program now at 
Northrop, Dorothea Bragg said one of her goals is to 
prepare as many students as possible for the future. 


A Northrop JAG student works during an 
introduction activity the first week of the 
new class. 
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Miracle Worker tale of overcoming 


Smith, Deventer portray real-life Keller, Sullivan 


JUSTIN MEENAGH 


Ts fall, Northrop’s drama department 
is proud to present William Gibson’s 
famous tale of obstacle, struggle and 
the determination to overcome: 

The Miracle Worker, based on the true- 
life story of deaf-mute child Helen Keller 
and the life-changing relationship with her 
teacher Annie Sullivan. 

Keller was 19 months old when she was 
struck with an illness that left her both 
blind and deaf. By age six, Keller was 
almost animal-like, having constant fits 
and tantrums. Her desperate parents hired 
Sullivan to discipline and educate Keller and 
this is where the story begins. 

Keller and Sullivan start off with 
disciplinary problems, due to the family 
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“It required 
almost pure 
acting without 
any lines.” 


-junior Leah Smith, on playing the 
lead part of Helen Keller 


big role before,” said Smith. 

“And if an actress can play a role like this, 
she must be good as it requires almost pure 
acting without any lines.” 

Smith said she’s learned a lot from 
playing this role, simply with different kinds 
of communication. 

“Some of the hardest parts of playing 
Keller are throwing tantrums all the time, 
making it seem like I can’t see or here, and 
walking while feeling around with my hands 
to look like I don’t see where I’m going,” 
said Smith. 

The role of teacher Annie Sullivan was 
played by senior Caty Deventer. 

“To me, it’s really fun,” she said. “It’s a 
chance to get out of your own life and be 
someone else for a while. You can learn a lot 
too.” 

Deventer said her role also had its 
challenging parts, such as the fight Annie 
and Helen have at dinner when Annie is 
determined to have Helen eat properly with 
utensils. 

“I think it’s spectacular. It’s one of those 
plays that is very inspirational,” said Miller. 


The famous well scene 
where teacher Annie 
Sullivan (senior Caty 
Deventer) makes her 
breakthrough with 
deaf-mute student 
Helen Keller (junior Leah 
Smith). William Gibson’s 
The Miracle Worker was 
ed Nov. 16-17. 
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letting their unfortunate daughter get away 
with almost anything. 

However, after a great deal of hard work 
and understanding the two finally connect 
on a level that changes both of their lives 
forever. 

The drama department's Tim Miller 
directed the play. The Miracle Worker is a very 
high-profile show and Miller said he looked 
forward to it being performed. 

’This particular play has been very 
easy to work with because the cast is really 
intelligent and bright,” said Miller. 

Junior Leah Smith played the role of 
Helen Keller, and was especially excited as 
this was her first major role. 

“It’s really exciting. I’ve never played a 


Captain Keller (senior Joe Menze) encour- 
ages his disabled daughter Helen (junior Leah 
Smith) during a scene in the Keller’s southern 
Alabama home. 
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An Evening In Paris semi-formal ‘06 


This year’s semi-formal was held in Northrop’s gym, commons and 
cafeteria. The Senior Class and Student Council sponsored the event 
that featured An Evening In Paris theme complete with decorations, 
as well as student-designed and constructed Eiffel Towers. 
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Bruins help Zoo Halloween 


Trick-or-treat is what the members of Student Council 
and National Honor Society heard from kids at the Ft. Wayne 
Children’s Zoo Halloween. Different stations were set up for 
kids to receive candy. Members of the Northrop organizations 
then dressed up to hand out candy at the four stations. 

“They got really excited,” said junior Erika Donley. “I was 
Michelangelo from the Ninja Turtles.” 

“Thad a blast because I got to make little kids happy,” said 
sophomore Doug Kirkpatrick. 

This wasn’t the first time Student Council and National 
Honor Society have helped with the Zoo Halloween, as they 
have helped for the past few years. 


L 
Journalism staffs take six awards 


Capturing six state awards and making finalist, the 
journalism department recently took honors in newspaper, 
yearbook and photo categories. The awards were presented 
by the Indiana High School Press Association (IHSPA) at its 
annual state convention held in Franklin, Indiana. 

What’s Bruin? newsmagazine again was named a finalist in 
the state best-of Hoosier Star contest. 

“It’s a big thing to be a finalist for the Hoosier Star,” said 
journalism adviser Pete Baney. 

Among state Harvey Awards for individual work, junior 
Aca’sha Ternet took third in photojournalism portfolio 
and honorable mention for yearbook sports photo. Senior 
Samantha Goldsberry took thirds in both newspaper spot news 
photo and sports photo. 2006 grad Ariel Case also captured 
second in newspaper feature writing. 

For yearbook Harvey winners, senior Kristen Graf also took 
ee mention for yearbook feature writing. 


Frito-Lay, Wal-Mart give computer 


Chris Eastom, district sales manager for Frito-Lay, along 
with local co-sponsor Wal-Mart donated and delivered a 
computer recently to Northrop’s media center as part of its 
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Interact sends blankets to Sudan 


Northrop’s newest club Interact collected blankets until Nov. 22 to 
send to the country of Sudan in Africa. 

“They will be used for all kinds of things such as, medical 
purposes, shelter and just for warmth,” said junior club president 
Matt Bennett. 

Because of recent uprisings that are going on overseas and in 
Sudan, it has left many people and families without shelter. This is a 
way now for Northrop to get involved and try to help. 

With the holiday season right around the corner, Interact also will 
be getting more involved with the Ft. Wayne community. 

In a few weeks, the group will be joining with the local 
Community Harvest Food Bank to donate food for needy families. 
Then it will participate with an organization called Holidays for 
Homeless Pets, where food and pet toys will be collected and given 
to area animal shelters. 

So far, Interact has grown in size to about 35 people, and are still 
open for anyone who would like to join. 

“It’s a lot of fun and if more people join we can become more 
involved and receive more input,” said Bennett. 
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Computers For Kids program. 

Wal-Mart and Frito-Lay selects a school each year for 
which they would like to donate a computer. Fifteen to 20 
computers have been given across all of FWCS, with Northrop 
receiving three total. Wal-Mart and Frito-Lay started doing this 
promotion three years ago. 

“We have older computers that need upgraded, so we really 
appreciate this,” said media center director Rick Davis. 


Northrop holds blood drive 


On Nov. 14, eighty-some Bruins lined up in the wrestling 
room ready to give a precious but common commodity: blood. 

“I did it for the good of the community and because I know 
that it will make a difference to someone,” said junior Jake 
Howard. 

Bruins had to be 17, weigh 110 pounds minimum, be 
healthy, and pass a round of in-depth questions in order to 
give blood. 

Chemistry teacher Bill Hollenberg each year has sponsored 
the event for Northrop. The American Red Cross then drew 
the blood which will then help 3,000 hospitals across the U.S., 
including local hospitals and blood banks. 


NEWS / 7 


7) 
“a 
O 
®) 
0) 
CC 
O 
© 
> 
0) 


EMILY WEIGAND 
ACA’SHA TERNET 


KATELYN BUTLER 
NICK STIEBER 


r 
. 
: 
: 


8 / INSIGHT WB? / NOV. 2006 


-junior Kayleigh Robinson 


veryone’s been a victim, everyone’s been guilty of it =ae ee 
everyone's heard it before. Gossip: a report (often malicious). : 
about the behavior of other people. And it’s everywhere. In | 
the hallways, in the bathrooms, in classrooms, inside and outside. 
It seems gossip will never die. Junior Justin York agreed. “As long 
as there’s something to talk about, there will always be gossip,” he said. 
Whether it’s the vicious rumor about that girl or that guy. Whether it’s casual 
talk about, “Did you hear what happened in class today?” Even whether it’s 
gossip or not, it all depends on how people personally define it. But whatever it 


is, the funny thing is everybody wants to talk about it. Bruins included. 
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YAKITY YAK 


Waves interviewing for this story, what 
started as a couple of one-on-one 
interviews with a few Bruins (in drama of 
all classes) suddenly turned into a heated 
debate: guys against girls. 

Senior Nick Colone got caught up in the 
mix. 

“Girls (gossip more), because guys have 
better things to talk about. We just don’t care 
that much about gossip,” he said, trying to 
defend himself. 

Junior Katerine Piercy quickly shot back. 

“Guys don’t think they’re gossiping when 
they say ‘she’s hot’ or ‘she’s a great kisser,’ 
but it’s the same thing as gossiping. They 
talk about girls or what happened at a party 
last night,” she said. 

“We don’t assume (girls talk more), they 
just do. (Girls) are worse, that’s all I’m gonna 
say. Guys talk about what happened to them 
at a party, but that’s not gossiping,” said 
Colone. 

After that comment, the heat was on. 
Piercy went back to her previous point about 
party talk being classified as gossip. 

Senior Drake Wilbanks then had to get in 
his two cents worth. 

“Talking about an actual thing that hap- 
pened is just recalling an event, that’s not 
gossiping,” said Wilbanks. 

The girls disagreed. Then it became a 
debate on a solid definition of gossip. 

“Someone get a dictionary!” said Wil- 
banks. 

Senior Alina Shoemaker came to the 
rescue with her reduced-size, small-print 
American-Heritage dictionary. 

She read: “Idle, often malicious talk....” 

Junior Ethan Strimple suddenly kicked 
the dictionary out of Shoemaker’s hands, a 
burst of joy and excitement for having his 
point proven. 

“Malicious! I told you! It’s only gossip 
when it’s malicious!” said Strimple. 

But Shoemaker wasn’t done reading the 
definition. 

After a short guy/ girl catfight, Shoemak- 
er finished: “Gossip: idle, often malicious 
talk; a person who spreads sensational or 
intimate fact,” she read. 

They then began to dispute how far the 
definition spans. 

Wilbanks brought up the point about how 
gossip can be classified differently in differ- 
ent situation. 

“Tf this was taken to (journalism adviser) 
Mr. Baney and our quotes explained, would 
that be gossiping?” asked Wilbanks. 

“No, because it’s on the record,” claimed 
Piercy. 

Strimple proceeded to snatch a notebook 
and wrote the sentence, “Megan is a good 
kisser.” 

“There it’s written, so it’s not gossip,” 
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insisted Strimple. 

“I’m writing everything down from now 
on,” said a sarcastic Wilbanks. 

Piercy then stepped in to finally end the 
argument. 

“Guys don’t look at gossip in the same 
way as girls, pure and simple,” she said. 

After the fiery debate was over and 
everyone made up with each other, nothing 
was really settled. But one of the partici- 
pants, senior Jessica Hellard, did offer a 
summary. 

“I think everybody gossips the same. 
Men, women and everybody. Gossip ruins 
friendship and we should not have it,” said 
Hellard. 


STICKS AND STONES 


ticks and stones may break my bones, 
but words will never hurt me. 

“Me and this guy became friends 
through playing volleyball at the YMCA 
together. 

“We started to like each other but I found 
out he was already talking to another girl 
but. We were close friends and we still 
played volleyball together so eventually we 
ended up talking too. 

“He told me he cared about me and 
wanted to be with me so, I thought they 
weren't together anymore.” 

Senior Megan Harness started her gossip 
and rumor story, but it didn’t end there. 

For many, talking is considered the stage 
before dating where two people are still 
getting to know each other, and only want 
to be with each other. 

“Rumors started going around that I was 
trying to steal him from the girl he was 
with before,” said Harness. 

“He was telling both of us the same 
things, but because of the rumors people 
thought I was lying and making everything 
up because that’s what he was telling her 
too. 

“The other girl and all her friends started 
to hate me because they were listening to 
what other people said and not asking me 
what really happened.” 

Harness’ story represents just some of 
the gossip she and other students here at 
Northrop must deal with everyday. 

“If you walk down the hallways of 
Northrop everyday you'll hear plenty of 
different rumors,” said junior Kayleigh 
Robinson, who claimed she had been the 
victim of harsh rumors and gossip. “He 
said,’ ‘she said.’ People will believe any- 
thing they hear.” 

A recent study from sirc.org (Social Is- 
sues Research Center) showed that women 
tend to gossip with each other and are 
more animated in tone and detail. They 
also give more feedback. 
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The same study showed that men tend 
to gossip more with colleagues or part- 
ners. 

“Do people have such boring lives that 
they have to talk about other people just 
to make it more interesting?” asked Har- 
ness. 


“T don’t even know if me and my boy- 
friend are still together because people 
were telling him I was denying our being 
together. That's not true either.” 

Many claim that gossip can ruin friend- 
ships, relationships, and even lives. In 
Harness’ case the relationship between 
she and her boyfriend was ruined. 

Some students have even gone so far as 
to move or switch schools to avoid gossip. 

“My good friend moved schools 
because she was tired of rumors and 
drama,” said junior Kelsey Gentile. 

A second problem that also arises is 
that news travels fast and to more people, 


Did you hear? Junior Justin York (right) said he knows gossip especially with the large population of 
and rumors are all around Northrop. Still, he said he chooses Northrop. 
to ignore it. “Rumors fly around Northrop,” said 


Robinson. “Once one person knows they tell 
someone else, then it just keeps going and 
soon everyone knows, then no one believes 
you if you say it’s not true.” 

So the question is how do we stop the 
rumors and get people to believe the truth? 

“T just don’t listen to them (the rumors) or 
let them bother me,” said Harness. 

“People are missing out if they want to 
believe the things they hear about me and 
don’t like me because of stupid rumors. They 
should get to know me before they believe 
the lies and stories they hear.” 


SAY WHAT? 


ossip. Basically something that can 
be found anywhere if looked for hard 
enough for. 

Looks, clothing, style, smell, background, 
skin color, body shape, if someone can make 
a claim, it can pretty much be a hot topic for 
some juicy gossip. Any age group has the 
possibility to talk about someone in a nega- 
tive, harsh, or derogatory way at some point 
or another. 

Junior Justin York has had his fill of it. 

“From what I have seen and heard, gos- 
sip is definitely worse in high school than it 
is in middle school,” he said. 

“Tt is way worse, because I will be talking 
to a friend or group or people about totally 
normal stuff and out of the blue someone 
will start gossiping about someone else. 
Gossip is part of almost every conversation.” 

Maybe these so-called gossip conversa- 
tions are deceiving when that isn’t even 
what they are. Or vice-versa, when a seem- 
ingly innocent conversation is actually pretty 
vicious. 

“Then there’s the lunch table,” said York. 
A prime time and place to get with friends 
and gossip about daily events and other 
students. 

York said he saw this all the time. 


than it is in middh 
School.” ».g — 


-junior Justin York — 
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“Do people 
have such 
boring lives 
that they have 
to talk about 
other people?” 


-senior Megan 
Harness 


The lunch table scoop: 
Sophomore Trevor O’Brien 
finds out the latest from a 
fellow Bruin. 
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“At my old lunch table sophomore year, 
a couple of girls would literally gossip about 
almost every girl that walked by. And some- 
times it got pretty nasty,” said York. 

From a girl’s point of view, junior Jacelyn 
Thomas defended females. 

“Guys gossip just as much as anyone else, 
they just gossip about different things. And 
they’re more interested in anything that has 
to do with girls, mainly the physical parts,” 
said Thomas. 

On the other hand, said York: 

“By far, the most gossip still comes from 
the girls. Girls are terrible. Some of the 
things they come up with are astonishing,” 
he said. 

“Guys are the complete opposite. They 
don’t really care about stuff like that. Guys 
just straight out say they have a problem 
with someone and that’s it. No whispering 
behind their backs or name-calling, or any of 
the petty girl drama.” 

Gossip may go unnoticed leaving some- 
one clueless it’s even happening, according 
to York. 

He said he’s against gossip and basically 
chooses to ignore it. But he also recalled do- 
ing it himself, or so he said. 

“T have gossiped before, but it was just 
something like hearing that this one girl and 
this one guy had hooked up. I mean nothing 
drastically mean, just passing on informa- 
tion,” he said. 

Gossip hurts lives more than most prob- 
ably know, said many Bruins. It can ruin 
friendships, relationships, just plain hurt 
someone’s feelings or worse, cause a student 
to get physically hurt in a fistfight. 

“Nobody wants to be hurt by what other 
people say. Plus they wouldn’t want to fight 
over some stupid gossip that people are talk- 
ing about,” said Thomas. 


to be hurt by 
ole say.” 


-junior Jacelyn Thomas 
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[ is not uncommon for teachers, along with 
other students to hear gossip stories in the 
classroom. 

“It seems like people are always talking 
about other people, “said English teacher 
Shane Crager. 

What men and women tend to talk about 
may differ some, but not much. Also, who 
they gossip with or to can be slightly differ- 
ent. 

“Guys do it more on the low and girls 
aren’t as discreet, but it’s about equal,” 
claimed senior Stephanie Zimmerman. 

While men may gossip with work col- 
leagues, partners and female friends, women 
tend to gossip more with same-sex friends 
and family. Women also use more animated 
tones and detail. 

“People always want to be on top. They 
want to be the one’s with the best news,” 
said sophomore Jon McVay. 

Everyday, 33 percent of men indulge in 
mobile gossip, according to sirc.org, which is 
gossip while on the move and doing some- 
thing else. The result is 26 percent among 
women. 

Gossip can get out of hand too as its 
passed from person to person. 

“A student walked up to me one day and 
said they heard that I had sold my house and 
was moving to Florida to teach and coach,” 
recalled Crager. “I was kind of shocked. I 
looked at them and said, ‘That’s news to 
mele 

Stories like this can go on for days, even 
weeks and months. 

“Sometimes students do transfer to a 
different school because of it, but they don’t 
always tell schools why,” said sociology 
teacher Dave Stinson. 

“One of my friends transferred from 
Northrop to Elmhurst because the gossip 
was so bad,” said McVay. “It went on all of 
her freshman year. Most of it was about her 
family.” 

According to Stinson, gossip can also 
lead to severe depression, severe changes 
in behavior, and in the most extreme cases 
violence or even death. 

“My friend got into a fight because of gos- 
sip and got kicked out. She goes here now,” 
said junior Brittany Steel. 

All students fall into the gossip crowd, 
most say. But some still choose to avoid it. 

“I try to stay out of the gossip scene. It’s 
pointless and childish,” said Zimmerman. 

“Some things that people say are hurtful. 
I think ‘Wow, I can’t believe you would say 
that,’” said Crager. 


“It (gossip) hasn’t changed since it be- 
gan, and I don’t think that it will change 
much until the end,” said Stinson. 


“I try to stay out 
of the gossip 

scene. It’s point- 
less and childish.” 


-senior Stephanie Zimmerman 
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Being the victim of 
gossip can result in 
extreme measures. 
Students have even 
switched schools, 
according to some. 
Seniors Ryan 
Gravelin and Kaitlin 
Boatwright (above) 
like to talk, but still 
try to avoid gos- 
sip. The passing of 
notes too can be 
damaging. Seniors 
Chris Reichert and 
Chasitee Caldwell 
(left) show how easy 
it is. 
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“One of my friends 
transferred from 
Northrop to Elmhurst 
because the gossip 
was so bad.” 
-sophomore Jon McVay 
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Mud on the tires: Senior 
Bobby Moldovan tracked 
through a soggy state 
cross-country course at 
Indiana State in Terre 
Haute to finish eighth 
overall. 


to cross-country senior Bobby 

Moldovan and his head coach, Barrie 
Peterson, who retired after the season. 

Moldovan placed eighth among 

individuals at state this month, ending a 
strong high school career on the boys’ cross- 
country team. He was joined at state by 
junior Sam Bird who placed 119th. Moldovan 
also recently signed a scholarship to run 
cross-country at North Carolina State. 


Bee the year, Bruins said goodbye 


WB? How did you feel about how you 
finished at state? 
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BM: I was a little disappointed, I felt I 
could’ve done a little better. But it still feels 
good that I’ve gone three times to state. 

SB: I didn’t do as well as I wanted to. I had a 
hard time. 

WB? Where are you going after Northrop? 
BM: I’m either going to North Carolina State 
or Louisville. Ill be running for whatever 
school I am going to. 

BP: I am going to stay here, but focus on my 
family and things that I want to do. 

WB? How do you feel about leaving 
Northrop? 

BM: It’s going to be fun and a new 
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Moldovan and Bird reach 
state meet; last hurrah for 
head coach Peterson 
BRITTAINY ELLIS 


experience. 

BP: It’s going to be hard because Northrop 
has been apart of me for a long time. 

WB? How do you feel about coach Peterson 
retiring? 

BM: He has been a coach for a long time. 

He has done a lot of great things for a lot of 
people. 

SB: Actually, I will miss him. He was a great 
coach. 

BP: I have mixed emotions. I believe in 
Brown and Orange being here for 25 years. 
You invest time and it’s a commitment, but 
it’s time for me to do it (retire). 

WB? Being at state for the last time, how 
does that make you feel? 

BM: I feel good about it. It was fun being 
able to run for four years. 

BP: I wish the whole team could’ve gone, 
but I was proud of Bobby and Sam. 

WB? Best and worst memory? 

BM: Finishing as a team second at state was 
a great memory. And there wasn’t really a 
bad memory. 

BP: I have so many, but it’s always nice to 
see athletes that you had become a success. 

I don’t really have any bad memories, but 

it was disappointing not going to state as a 
team. 

WB? What is your advice to the guys 
returning next year? 

BM: It’s hard but you have a lot of fun doing 
it. Just stick with it. 

SB: It’s going to be a great year, we are going 
to go undefeated. 

BP: It’s the same as always. Be the best you 
can be at everything you do. I wish them a 
more injury-free year. | want them to train 
hard and smart and meet top five at state. 


ta 


The grand 
finale: Head 
coach Barrie 
Peterson 
looks on as 
Moldovan 
and Bird 
run in the 
state meet, 
his last 
cross-coun- 
try meet 
coached at 
Northrop. 
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Volleyball tears Snider for sectional 
title; Price and Fullove All-SAC 


NICK EHLERDING 
KATELYN STAYTON 


Snider-Northrop 
rematch, and a setup for 
he volleyball sectional 


championship at South Side. 

The vision was still trapped 
in the Bruins’ minds of losing 
a 2-1 game lead earlier in 
the season and falling to the 
Panthers in five games in a SAC 
match. 

“We lost to them earlier and 
we knew they weren’t going 
to be easy,” said senior Kayla 
Hartman. 

But now, it was the 
postseason where anything 
could happen. The Bruins came 
out strong with a 25-14 win in 
the first game. One down, two 
to go. 

In the second game, it 
appeared the Panthers had the 
upper hand and could even up 
the series, 1-1. But Northrop 
had other plans as they came 
back from being down 17-12 
to take the second game 25-23. 
Two down, one to go. 

“T got really really nervous,” 
said junior Kylee Malone. 

The Bruins then had an 18-10 
lead, which appeared to also 
put the sectional trophy in the 
bag. But the Panthers decided 
they weren't going out easily. Northrop 
student fans already had their keys out and 
ready to ring, but they were soon put away 
as the Panthers came back to have game 
point of 24-23. 

“We had to get refocused,” said Malone. 

But, in the blink of an eye, the Bruins 
wouldn’t allow Snider to have a breath of 
seeing the title, as three straight points and 
a sophomore Bailee Price kill gave Northrop 


EHLERDIN 


its first sectional title under head coach Joyce 


Moss. Three down, mission accomplished. 

“We were on cloud nine, our cheeks were 
smiling,” said senior Courtney Berger. 

With the sectional title under their belts, 
the girls had a pretty large hurdle to climb 
as they faced No. 5 Muncie Central in the 
opening round of regional. The Bearcats had 


an outside hitter in Kim Kuzma, who earned 


herself a full-ride scholarship to Wisconsin 
as a libero. 

With the support of a solid-student 
section, the Bruins came out and silenced 
the fifth-ranked Bearcats and took the first 


game, 25-20. With the second game started 
and coming out to an 18-10 lead, it appeared 
the Bruins had an upset in the making, but 
Kuzma and Muncie Central had other plans. 

“We relaxed and started playing bad,” 
said senior Megan Orendorff. 

The Bearcats clawed back to steal game 
two, 25-23. Then the next the Bearcats 
snuck up and took the next game, 25-12, 
with no letting up in sight. With the season 
diminishing, the Bruins looked for ways 
to force a game five, but Muncie Central 
wouldn’t give up and finished off the 
Bruins, 25-17, then erased Carroll in the 
championship. 

Even though the Bruins saw their season 
come to an end, very little tears were shed. 
They still left the regional gym with a smile 
knowing they still had fastened a sectional 
title under their belts. 

“We cried, not because we lost, but 
because we were splitting up,” said 
Orendorff, of the seniors who had just 
played with their team for the last time. 
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Fight Night 
out of control 


irst, it was Boston’s Pedro Martinez 
Peesstin the Yankees’ Don Zimmer 

onto the ground in a brawl at Fenway 
Park. Then came the Pacers’ Ron Artest 


and Stephen Jackson going into the crowd 
at The Palace (in Auburn Hills, Michigan) 


for the brawl 
O U t O j between Indiana and 
Bounds 


Detroit. Then most 
recently came Miami 
University (or 

Thug U) brawl- 

ing against Florida 
International at the 
Orange Bowl. 

The Miami players 
don’t get a suspen- 
sion, they get a vaca- 
tion. They get to play 
Duke, and the answer 
is yes, Duke has a 
football team. They 
happen to be 0-9. That 
won't be a game, it 
will be more of a mas- 
sacre. 

In an ESPN.com poll, over 85 percent of 
America said that Miami University presi- 
dent Donna Shalala was too easy on the 
players involved in the brawl. Shalala was 
quoted, saying, “I am not one to differenti- 
ate between a push and a shove. We have a 
different group of players at Miami. We are 
not the old Miami, we are the new Miami.” 

But, there has been other confrontations 
besides the Miami fight. A popular brawl] 
was in mid-October 2003 at Fenway Park 
with the Red Sox and Yankees. In that case, 
former Yankee pitcher Roger Clemens 
throws a pitch up and in at Red Sox’s Man- 
ny Ramirez, which led to a bench-clearing 
brawl. In this case, Yankee bench coach 
Don Zimmer charged at Red Sox pitcher 
Martinez where he then sat Zimmer’s bald 
head on the ground. 

Also, no one can forget Pacer’s Artest 
and Jackson climbing into the crowd at the 
Palace to give a Piston fans a good beat 
down. That game was a good example of 
how the fans can feel as much anger as the 
players. Chairs, beer, bottles, anything that 
could be picked up off the ground were 
used as aerial objects for the Pacers. 

So rivalries are good for sports and 
fights are fun to watch, but they don’t 
benefit the game. These brawls were just 
tempers out of control, like from baseball 
hot head Lou Piniella. Unfortunately, we 
all love to see them and can’t turn away. 


NICK 
EHLERDING 
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Barrett ninth in 
preseason state poll 


The wrestling 
team has started 
conditioning and 
practicing and is 
off to a great start 
as there were more 
Bruins went out for 
wrestling this year. 

“We're drilling 
and learning the 
fundamentals,” said 
head coach Andrew 
Shipe. 

So far the team 
is doing everything 
it can to prepare 
for the upcoming 
season. This includes 
drills, running, and 
other modes of 
conditioning to prepare. 

Top wrestlers to look for this year include 
seniors Ricky Barrett and Jared Pontius, wh o 
will lead the Bruins in their last season. 

Barrett is currently ranked ninth in a state 
preseason poll. He also looks to improve his 
run from last year which included a second 
at regionals and qualifying at semistate. 

“We're doing a lot of conditioning and 
we’re working hard,” said the 125-pound 
Barrett. 

“We're more focused,” said added 
Pontius. 

Shipe said he believes the team will do 
better than last year, but how much will 
depend on how hard the team is willing to 
work. 

“They know what it takes to be 
successful,” said Shipe, of Barret and Pontius 
as they lead the Bruins. 


Senior Ricky Barrett 
works out during 
conditioning while 
holding a ninth place 
in the preseason 
state poll. Barrett’s 
run last year took 
him to semisate. 


Big Orange Pack 
semistate seventh 


Barrie Petersons’s last season as head 
coach of the Big Orange Pack came to a 
halt after the boys’ cross-country team 
finished seventh overall at semistate. 

On the other hand, senior Bobby 
Moldovan made his third straight 
trips to the state finals placing eighth 
indiviudally. Junior Sam Bird also made it 
to state placing 119th. 

“I’m disappointed that I didn’t place 
better, but I’m excited that I placed in 
the top ten for three straight years,” said 
Moldovan. 

Moldovan’s finished placed him right 
ahead of his rival from Dwenger, Ben 
Reifenberg. 

Among the whole team earlier in the 
season, the Bruins also won sectional and 
regional meets, and led the SAC. 


Girls’ soccer wraps; 
Freygang to St. Francis 


The girls’ soccer team ended its season 
in the sectional championship game at 
Dekalb with a shoot-out loss to Carroll, 
1-0. 

“We didn’t get the season that we 
wanted, but we played pretty well and 
I’m proud of our team,” said sophomore 
Carly Mirwaldt. 

“Hopefully next season, we will go out 
with a bang, win sectionals.” 

As soon as the season ended, top senior 
Katie Freygang signed with St. Francis 
College in Ft. Wayne to play soccer next 
fall. 


Boys’ basketball opens 
season Nov. 22 


The boys’ basketball team is looking to 
improve this year after winning two games 
in the SAC last season, in addition to losing 
‘06 graduates Cruz Richard, Travis White, 
and Bryan Nellums. 

“They were really our best players from 
a year ago and someone is going to need 
to step up and take their place,” said head 
coach Greg Peden. 

The team will be lead by returning senior 
Brett Rahrer who started last year and will 
sit out the first couple weeks with an injury. 
Juniors Trent Wilson, Carlton Bradtmiller, 
and Geoff Bauer also will help lead the team. 
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Volleyball wins 
sectional: 7-2 in SAC 


The girls’ volleyball team was the 
regional runner-up this season after 
finishing its regular season with a 7-2 
record in the SAC. 

Northrop defeated rival volleyball 
team Snider in the sectional level, but lost 
to Muncie Central in the regional first- 
round: 25-20, 25-23, 25-12, 25-17. 

“We played really well the first game 
and won, but then we started to relax and 
they made a comeback and beat us,” said 
sophomore Bailee Price. 

Junior Kylee Malone led Northrop 
with five aces, and six blocks. 

“We had a good season, there were no 
attitude problems, and we had a lot of 
fun,” said Price. 

Senior Jordan Fullove and Price also 
made first-team All-SAC this season. 


Football finishes 5-5; 
Walker team MVP 


Bruin football finished its season with a 
first-round sectional loss to Snider, 48-21, 
giving the Bruins a 5-5 overall record. 

“This season wasn’t as good as we had 
hoped,” said head coach Ernie Bojrab. 
“However, it was better than last year.” 

Senior Quentin Walker received team’s 
MVP honors. Top offensive back was 
given to senior Brandon Russell. Senior 
Orlando Wash received the defensive back 
MVP. Top Defensive line was awarded 
to junior Irvin Gates, while senior Nick 
Whitworth received for offensive line, and 
junior Dan Beer the team’s mental attitude 
award. 


Girls’ basketball 
begins Nov. 17 


The girls’ basketball team began its 
season Nov. 17 with a game against 
Marion following a Nov. 8 scrimmage 
against North Side. 

“Speed is our greatest strength,” said 
sophomore Simone Swary. 

Head coach Greg Rahrer also looks to 
to returning senior Kiera Gray and Swary 
to lead the Bruins this year. 

The team ended its season last year 
with an overall record of 10-12 and 
finished fourth in the SAC. 

“We'll improve through lots of 
conditioning,” said Swary. 
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Chaney, Curtis lead 
swim, dive teams 


Novy. 21 jump-started the new season 
for the ‘06-07 swim and dive teams. 

Boys swimmers to look for this year 
include returning junior Curtis Chaney, 
who took 12th in state in the 100 free. 
Seniors Aleks Fansler, Adam Garland and 
Kendall Church also look to lead. 

“Our team will be more competitive 
this year,” said Lisa Ketcham, head coach 
for the boys and girls. 

Girls to look out for include returning 
sophomore diver Jamie Curtis, who went 
to state and took 23rd. Others include 
sophomore Emily Welles and freshmen 
Emily Hollenberg and Tory Schenedel. 


Top 10 


Most-Watched 
Primetime TV Shows 


CSI (CBS) 
-29.5 million viewers 


Desperate Housewives (ABC) 
-25.9 million viewers 


NFL Monday Night Football 
(ABC) -21.8 million viewers 


Without A Trace (CBS) 
-20.7 million viewers 


Lost (ABC) 
-20 million viewers 


Grey’s Anatomy (ABC) 
-19.7 million viewers 


CSI: NY (CBS) 
-19.2 million viewers 


Survivor: Cook Islands 
( CBS) -18.9 million viewers 
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CSI: Miami (CBS) 
-18.3 million viewers 


1 NCIS (CBS) 


e -17.7 million viewers 


-source: Nielsen Media Research, Inc., 
November 


oming UP 


DVD Preview 


-source: joblo.com (movie news site) 


Nov. 21 


You, Me and Dupree Superman Returns (SE) Pirates of the Caribbean 2 

An Inconvenient Truth Clerks 2 Beerfest (Unrated) 

The Punisher (SE) Van Wilder (Unrated) Rocky (SE) 

Home Alone (SE) Thundercats (Season 2-Vol. 2) 24 (Season 5) 

Ice Age: The Meltdown Jamie Kennedy’s Blowin Up Animaniacs (Vol. 2) 

Seinfeld (Season 7) 7th Heaven (Season 3) Saturday Night Live (Season 1) 


Alias (Season 5) 


Nov. 28 


Dane Cook: Vicious Circle 


The Who not what we remember 


ete Townshend and Roger Daltrey, the 
P= two remaining members of The 

Who, have finally come out with their 
first album in 24 years, Endless Wire. 

When I first bought this album my 
expectations were really high. 

I figured that having 24 years would be 
enough to put together an album worthy of 
The Who’s former glory. 

I soon found out I was wrong. 

The first nine songs nearly put me to 
sleep and almost made me regret having 
chosen this CD to review. I couldn’t believe 
Townshend and Daltrey had anything to do 
with the creation of this. 

The only song I could kind of stand 
listening to was “In The Ether,” which was 
only decent. 

It wasn’t as much the writing as it was 
the sound though: There wasn’t any rock 
and roll. Going to buy this album, I knew all 
about Townshend's loss of hearing as a result 
of his younger rock star years. He credits his 
progressive deafness to the time he spent in 
the studio, making songs with his oversized 
recording headphones turned up loud. 

If this is a sign of what good music is 
when you’re going deaf, I’m turning down 
my iPod from now on. 

Luckily for The Who’s reputation and my 
sanity, the album did get a lot better. 

The rest of the album is a mini-opera 
titled “Wire&Glass.” Anyone who knows 
The Who knows that one thing the band is 
good at is making rock operas, which they 
popularized and perfected during their early 
career: See Tommy for further reference. 

This section was great, especially if you 
know a little bit about the band’s history. 

The first song in the opera, “Sound 
Round” is what I interpreted to be as the 
retelling of The Who starting out as a band. 

“Sound Round” is a good song with 
equally good lyrics and written by 
Townshend, the brains behind the band’s 
entire songbook. 

This song also suggests the elements of 
how the band was created. 

When The Who first formed in the early 
‘60s, it was missing an essential member of 
the group: Keith Moon. 


Dec. 5 


Roseanne (Season 6) 
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Townshend recalls 
seeing Moon for the 
first time, dressed 
in a ginger suit and 
holding a glass of 
ginger ale. 

After watching a 
performance, Moon 
pointed to the band’s 
drummer at the time 
and said challengingly, 
“T can play better than 
him.” Moon gave 
Townshend a taste of 
his skill and it turned 
out he was right. 

The old drummer 

was kicked out of the band and replaced 

by Moon to complete the group most are 
familiar with. Unfortunately, on Sept. 7, 1978, 
Keith Moon died from a drug overdose. 

One of the next songs in the record’s 
progression obviously had to do with 
Moon’s untimely death. “Unholy Trinity” is 
the sad ballad of the loss of not just a group 
member, but a good friend. It was more 
interesting to listen to the lyrics only, but it 
was still a good track. 

After Moon died, The Who took a turn for 
the worst, and it seemed as if the band was 
cursed. During a Cincinnati, Ohio, concert 
in 1979, 11 people were trampled to death 
by a stampeed of fans rushing the stage. The 
tragedy was due to the event’s classification 
as being “festival seating,” which meant that 
spots were first-come, first-serve with no 
type of regulation at all. 

Townshend became fed up with all the 
unintentional death involved with his career. 
Bassist John Entwhistle left, then died and 
The Who more or less fell apart. 

About 10 years after Entwhistle’s death 
from a heart attack, Daltrey and Townshend 
continue to tour the country and perform 
their old hits, young as ever, as you can 
watch the DVD included in the packaged 
album case. 

The bottom line is Townshend at the age 
of 61 can still do a mean leaping windmill, 
but The Who just isn’t making the same old 
music like they should. C- 


Showtime 


NICK 
STIEBER 


Dec. 12 


Talladega Nights (Unrated and Uncut) 
The Devil Wears Prada 

The Chronicles of Narnia 

Stacked (The Complete Series) 

The Fox and the Hound 2 

Full House (Season 5) 

The Andy Griffith Show (Final Season) 


PREMIERE #7, 


Now for the sequel 


JULIE NGUYEN 
BRIAN WOLF 


ie become cliché, to say movie remakes 
and sequels just aren't that good, and how 
they can’t rise to the expectations the original 
movie has unknowingly set for them. 

Which is all partially true. Watching some 
recent sequels and remakes, some of the 
movies do become a complete waste of time, 
money and paper to produce the script. 

First I saw Ju-on: The Grudge, the ‘03 
original horror movie filmed in Japan with 
Japanese characters and English subtitles, a 
very nice touch with authentic effects. It was 
a good scary movie with a good plot. 

Of course, American big shots knew 
that. They knew the popularity of the movie 
would most likely attract audiences in the 
states so they talked to the director, Takashi 


NICK EHLERDING 


Il was quiet over the island of Iwo 
Jima as 88,000 Marines piled onto 
the island against 12,000 unseen Japanese 
soldiers. Then, a view from the ground up 
of what the Japanese soldiers saw, as they 
come out of their holes in the ground to 
see Marines that didn’t see them. 

Director Clint Eastwood depicted the 
realization of Iwo Jima almost perfectly, in 
his newest movie Flags of Our Fathers. 

In this, Eastwood follows the lives of 
the six men from the famous photo of 
Marines putting up the American flag 
at the top of a volcano after they won 
the battle of Iwo Jima. In this movie, 
Eastwood also showed that he can be 
more than a just a good actor in western 
films. He can direct and show how hard 
U.S. soldiers fought to give us freedom. 

Throughout the movie, there were 
many things that an everyday American 
could learn, such as the flag that the 
Marines put up in the picture was 
actually a back-up flag. 

The movie revolves around the lives 
of John Bradley, or Doc, played by Ryan 
Phillipe; Ira Hayes, or Chief, played by 
Adam Beach; Rene Gagnon, played by 
Jesse Bradford. After the fighting on lwo 
Jima, the soldiers are brought home as 
heroes and are sent around the states 
mainly to promote buying war bonds. 

A strength in the movie was how 
reality was depicted once the war was 
over. These soldiers weren’t seen as 
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Fathers teaches shocking history well 


Actually a simple movie remake 1s better 


Shizumi to go to America to make the same 
exact movie, but in English. This was titled 
The Grudge in ‘04. 

The Grudge is scary. With lots of jumpy 
scenes, a surprise ending and many 
twists, the hunch paid off and so did other 
Americans who lined up in theaters to see 
the movie. So why couldn’t they stop there? 

Watching the The Grudge 2 (‘06), I knew 
what was going to happen and when. Some 
parts were scary, others were just cliché and 
played out, though the ending was a definite 
twist which seemed to surprise everyone in 
the theater including me. 

Next was the original Ocean’s Eleven. 
Way back in ‘65 when it was made, it was 
a big deal with huge celebrities such as Rat 


heroes after a while, more like lower class 
citizens. For example, it showed how 
three of the six toured America to support 
the war, but never really lived good lives. 
Except for Doc, who ended up having a 
wife, kids and driving a fancy car. One 
man worked as a janitor, another died, 
and another was still haunted by the sites 
he saw during the war. It is realistic and 
compelling. Watch the movie to find out. 
I wanted to see more of how they 
won the battle of Iwo Jima. The movie 
switched from charging onto the island, 
then a flashback to the states, then Chief 
getting drunk again and raising madness, 
etc. If this movie is about the famous 
photo, then more of how they got to 
that point should have been developed, 
instead of skipping through a timeline. 
Flags of Our Fathers showed the life of 
the soldiers who raised the flag on Iwo 
Jima, to show what America stands for, 
and to honor the brave men and women 
who fought and died for this country. 
This movie has a lot of heart, and it 
still made its mark, as shown from the 
utter silence from 
viewers walking out HR 
of the theatre. A- 


Flags of Our Fathers 
debut started slow, 

but is gaining public 
and critic acclaim. 
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2001’s 


OCEAN’S a remake of the 
ELEVEN B ‘65 classic 
em Ocean’s Eleven 
a we 
7 S << Ag works, but 
—o i i the sequel 
Ocean’s 


Twelve not so 
much 


Pack members Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin 
and Sammy Davis Jr. who were all, naturally, 
the main characters in the movie. 

With a slow-placed plot and fast-paced 
dialogue, I could see why this movie was 
a classic. The only few complaints I have 
for it was the plan with too simple. It was 
basically a piece of paper with pictures of 
the casinos they were going to hit on it. The 
characters discussed it, but they didn’t go 
into detail in the movie, which left me in the 
dust on what was going on. 

Then the remake of Ocean’s Eleven in 
‘01 was a good movie. Unlike the original 
version, they explained everything well 
and kept everyone in the audience clued 
up in what was going on, as if you were 
performing the actual heist with them. The 
dialogue was good and smooth and the 
actors were all very believable. 

But then came Ocean’s Twelve in ‘04. 

It was riddled with clichés and popular 
sayings spit out of well-known celebrities’ 
mouths. 

In 1967, Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner, became a hit with actors were 
very believable in their parts. It was also a 
controversial movie because it dealt with 
interracial dating, a topic very ahead of its 
time in the ‘60s. 

But the remake Guess Who in ‘05 was 
armed with attractive but bad actors such as 
Ashton Kutcher and funnyman Bernie Mac 
in a recycled plot. It was romanticized with 
problems such as lying to the wife. It was not 
as good as it should have been. The script 
also was a joke with only a few good lines. 

Another comparison comes with The 
Poseidon Adventure made in 1972. The plot 
is a ship hit by a tidal wave, flipped and 
submerged underwater. It had bad special 
effects and the acting was not that good, but 
it made you feel like you were there on the 
cruise ship with the passengers. A real plus. 

In ‘06, the remake Poseidon had really 
good special effects where it was very 
realistic. But most of the scenarios from the 
original Poseidon Adventure were left out. 

After reviewing and watching all of these 
movies, one learns an actual remake can be 
good, a 21“ century twist on an old movie. 

Sequels, however, do not get the same 
praise. They are mostly unneeded and 
unnecessary, and I have yet to see a sequel to 
make me change my opinion on this. 


Jigsaw’s sick games continue in Saw II! 


KATELYN BUTLER 


ant to play a game? 

Jigsaw (Tobin Bell) and new partner 
in crime Amanda (Shawnee Smith) start off 
an all-new series of horror in the newly- 
released Saw III. 

Fans knew what to expect from this 
anticipated sequel: the gore, the guts, the 
suspense, and even the twisted plots all 
coming together at the end. 

With director Darren Lynn Bousman 
making his third Saw movie, the possibility 
of the scenarios becoming predictable was 
very likely, but with help from producers 
James Wan, Leigh Whannel and Stacey 
Testro, they were sure to not let down. 


MCR does it 


Within the first five minutes of the movie, 
viewers are put back to the end of the second 
Saw with Detective Matthews trapped in the 
dark abandoned bathroom with an ankle 
shackled to a pipe. This also brings the 
viewer back to the infamous scene from the 
unforgetable first movie. 

This time is no different. Another realistic 
gory scene to remember. In fact, compared 
to the previous two movies, the entire movie 
had everything and more than was expected: 
more blood, more torture, more twists and 
turns, and of course more suffering. 

The entire movie leaves viewers feeling 
queasy, but at the same time craving to know 
what sort of blood and guts are going to 
shoot across the screen next. 


They definitely released the movie right 
at the perfect time, Halloween. Seeing 
things that should only be in the movies, yet 
knowing people are truly capable of doing 
these things gets viewers in the mood for 
anything freaky. 

Saw III lived up to the hype that was 
expected. But for the first, there was actually 
too much blood and gore for even me to 
handle. 

I recommend it to anyone who would 
love to watch suffering, but with an ending 
that could possibly lead to yet another Saw 
and a tricky twist to let viewers know that 
“The game is on you.” 

Don’t think you know all the secrets just 
yet. You'll have to wait and see. A- 


again 


The Black Parade does not disappoint 


ZACH NORRIS 


y Chemical Romance’s 

fourth album, The Black 
Parade, is a follow-up to its ‘04 
platinum major-label debut, 
Three Cheers For Sweet Revenge. 

MCR front man Gerard 
Way in a recent press release 
described his band’s new album 
as, “Way more dramatic, way 
more theatrical, completely 
over the top and borderline 
psychotic.” 

Black Parade has also been 
compared to be as monumental 
as Green Day’s American Idiot. 

The two albums do have a 
lot in common: They share the 
same record label (Reprise), the 
same producer (Rob Cavallo), 
the same studio, janitorial 
team, even the same feeling of 
apocalyptic dread. 

For example, the first song 
“Skylines and Turnstiles,” a 
post-9/11 song, was written 
after Way witnessed the Twin 
Towers fall while working at his 
animation job in New York City. 

MCR is no stranger to being 
compared to other bands. 
However, Black Parade will cast 
the band in a different light. 
Despite the albums overly 
dramatic tendencies, the album 
makes it very clear that My 
Chemical Romance is ready to be 
taken seriously. 

The songs on this album 
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THE BLACK PARADE 


The Black Parade is a 
follow-up to MCR’s double- 
platinum CD, Three Cheers 
For Sweet Revenge. 


are very creative and show the 
bands ability to take everyday 
situations and turn them into 
chart-topping songs. 

For example, in the song 
“Teenager,” MCR effectively 
talks about how society is trying 
to control teenagers. 

No matter what people call 
this new album, the fact of the 
matter is that MCR’s popularity 
is rapidly increasing and this 
latest release will only change 
the way people view the band. 

From start to finish, every 
single song was packed with 
great music accompanied by 
great lyrics. In fact, Black Parade 
has too much strength to count, 
and not near enough weakness 
to distract listeners. 

Whatever tag people give 
this album, this is one of the best 
albums of the year, and one of 
the best I have ever heard. A+ 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


L. you want an instant 
headache then go buy 
Diddy’s new album, Press 
Play. Okay, okay, it’s not that 
bad, but it’s still pretty bad. 

This album is full of 
monotone singing / rapping 
and beats that sound 
similarly across the board. 

My favorite song though 
is “Come To Me” featuring 
Nicole Scherzinger (of the 
Pussy Cat Dolls). It actually 
sounds different than the 
others and gives off that 
famous Diddy vibe. 

All the other songs sound 
like they were made in 
someone’s basement with a 
beat box and tape recorder. 
They aren’t very high-quality 
sounding songs. 

Fifteen of the 19 songs are 
featuring someone else along 
with Diddy. | admit I was 
pretty excited when I saw he 
had songs with other famous 
people, but they only proved 
to be just as bad as his solos. 


COURTESY OF AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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Diddy a piddy 


It seems Diddy put so 
much effort into making 
his newest group Danity 
Kane that he forgot how to 
manufacture good songs. 

Being the founder and 
CEO of Bad Boy Records, 
fans all know Diddy has 
a knack for making and 
producing music. 

This record just isn’t 
a good reflection on the 
greatness we’ve seen from 
him in the past. 

When listening to this 
album, I found myself 
zoning out. It was hard to 
concentrate on the music 
because it wasn’t interesting. 

Usually the first 30-40 
seconds of a song is a good 
indication whether the song 
will be good or not and 
whether it’s worthwhile. 

I listened to all the songs 
all the way through and 
it never got any better. It 
just stayed the same or got 
worse. 

Coming from a Diddy 
fan, it was disappointing and 
not at all what was expected. 

Maybe I just missed the 
memo, but the only head- 
bobbing I was doing was to 
stay awake. C- 


Diddy’s newest album 
debuted atop Billboard’s 
Top 200 albums chart. 
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Learn from his loss, his memory 


STAFF 
ome knew him. Other perhaps 
not. But we’ll always remember 
him. 


Sophomore Greg Doan, 15, died 
in October from encephalitis, which 
is an inflammation of the brain 
usually transmitted by mosquitoes, 
ticks, and other insects. (Doan’s 
transmission type was not officially 
known upon first reports.) 

Health officials thought that Doan 
specifically died from LaCrosse 
encephalitis, but have recently 
ruled out this virus along with 
other viruses spread by mosquitoes, 
such as West Nile virus, St. Louis 
encephalitis and Eastern equine 
encephalitis. 

In August, LaCrosse encephalitis 
also claimed the life of 15-year-old 
North Side football player Chris 
Doyle. 

According to emedicinehealth. 
com, a certain type of encephalitis 
called Japanese encephalitis is 
responsible for 50,000 cases of 
encephalitis a year and 15,000 deaths 
per year. And this is only one type of 
the disease. 

The What's Bruin? staff agrees that 
these numbers are much too high. 

With the recent deaths of these 
local teens, more people are now 
aware of the dangers of encephalitis. 
It’s just a shame that it took these 
deaths to make us more aware, 
because encephalitis is a serious 
threat to people’s lives. 

What's Bruin? believes precautions 
should be taken even more now, 
especially when outside. 

One way is to help is to wear 
long-sleeved shirts and pants if 
outside and to apply mosquito 
repellent with a 10 to 30 percent 
concentration of DEET (an insect- 
repellant chemical). 

According to cnn.com, the best 
way to prevent viral encephalitis is 
to avoid the viruses that lead to this 
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disease. It also means making sure 
people have immunizations against 
chicken pox, measles, mumps and 
rubella (German measles). 

What's Bruin? also insists that 
people learn from these deaths. 
Don’t let them be in vain. Take more 
precaution. 

In the end, people should not 
dwell on the death of Doan, but 
remember him for who he was. 
Honor him for his presence left on 
this earth and remember how he 
made a difference in the lives of 
people he knew. 

In a statement released through 
the health department, Doan’s 
family said he was best-known for 
his love of the outdoors. 

Keep the family in your minds, 
hearts and prayers as they are going 
through this difficult time. And 
remember Doan always for the good 
times. 
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FACT 


OPINION 


300 million The current 
population of the U.S. 


“Compared to China it’s 

not that much. Plus we’re 
twice the size of them. It 
is a lot of people though.” 


-freshman Patrick Herendeen 


23,000 The gallons of hot 
water American families use 
per year 

“That’s a lot of water. 
People should take cold 
showers, it’ll use less 
heat.” 


-sophomore Jennifer Hernandez 


Find the right college for you 


already tired of high school and are 

ready to branch into other areas, such as 
college. 

That means that students are staying 
up later, working harder, and paying more 
attention in class in order to get into the 
college of their choice. 

The main dilemma now is whether 
students need to stress themselves out in 
order to be the perfect student and get into 
the perfect school. 

Let’s face it. No one is perfect. Ill even 
admit that college isn’t for everyone. Still, 
being an informed student makes it much 
easier to choose the school that best suits 
him or her. 

When it comes to being a good college 
student, there are a few steps that people 
need to take. Cedanet.com (Center for 
Educational Development and Assessment) 
recently reported that students need to have 
a positive attitude. Students also need to be 
well-balanced, flexible, have a clear sense of 
their goals, take responsibility for them and 
have a strong desire to complete a degree. 

There are some people who have these 
qualities, but still don’t know what kind of 
education is best for them. 

That is why knowing the different 
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kinds of post- 
secondary educational 
institutions is 
important, even 
though it can become 
a bit overwhelming. 
There are regular 
universities and 
colleges, junior 
colleges, technical 
schools, business 
schools and even 
military schools. 

Once a student 
chooses which type of 
education they want, 
it then is important to 
pick the right school, 
and for the right reasons. 

When it comes to choosing the right 
college, it may prove to be the most 
daunting, anxiety-induced experience 
that many students have not yet had. For 
exanple, colleges today are much more 
selective than they were in the past and 
that has led to an increase in the number of 
applications a prospective student will fill 
out. Then there’s the cost of tuition, room 
and board. 

When looking at colleges most people 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


tend to make their decisions based on the 
reputation of school. A great reputation 
requires high standards, dedication, talent, 
money and hard work over many years from 
everyone involved in the school. 

But, students should not base their 
decision solely on this reputation because 
there are still many highly-regarded colleges 
that are less well-known. 

Once a college has been chosen it is 
then very important that a student begin to 
choose which courses he or she will take. For 
some, choosing what course to study is easy, 
but for others it can be extremely difficult. 

It can often be very helpful to talk to 
guidance counselors, tutors, teachers, 
parents, and college friends who can help 
identify your strengths. 

When filling out college papers, payment 
methods or even course selection sheets, it is 
important to carefully read everything. For 
example, some colleges are giving courses 
new exciting titles to increase recruitment, 
when actually they are just general-degree 
courses. 

When choosing what to do after high 
school it important to take your time and 
examine the kind of student you are, the 
post-secondary education you want, and the 
school that will best fit suit your needs. 


North Korea nuclear threat; needs sanctions 


communist nation with anti- 
Aarne sentiment is armed with 
uclear technology. 

This isn’t the plot to the newest Cold War 
video game. It’s a new reality coming from 
North Korea. 

Not long ago, North Korea detonated 
the first successful nuclear weapon in its 
history. North Korea also is the first country 
to gain nuclear weapon technology in eight 
years. The alleged detonation of this weapon 
caused a great deal of controversy. The 
potential of this event starting another Cold 
War is a frightening one. 

Whether or not North Korea’s tests were 
successful, the U.N. began setting sanctions 
against the country as a means of punishing 
the nation and president and dictator Kim 
Jon Il for conducting the test. 

The Associated Press reported that 
North Korean ships are now banned from 
Australian ports. China has stepped up 
construction of a border fence to separate 
them from North Korea, and Japan also is 
considering further sanctions. 

Although actions taken against North 


Korea will affect 
nearly every aspect of 
trade to the country, 
basic food supply still 
will continue to North 
Korea as a result of 
the famine they have 
endured for years. 
The question 
then becomes: Is this 
isolation of an already 
reclusive nation the 
best course of action 
that can be taken? 
The answer 
appears to be yes, 
as North Korea has 
recently declared it 
has no intention to continue nuclear testing. 
Regardless, this crisis is not over and 
should not be thought as such, as North 
Korean leaders did declare U.N. sanctions a 
“declaration of war” early on. 
China, despite supporting the sanctions, 
still is a long-time supporter of North Korea 
and has been sighted as the key to the 
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success of the sanctions. China has even 
asked that other nations remain calm for 
the time being. 

U.S. officials are confident China 
will support the sanctions in light of the 
recent nuclear tests. Undersecretary of 
State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns 
has cited China as being the key to the 
success of sanctions. U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice also has scheduled a trip 
to Asia where she plans on discussing with 
foreign ministers of Japan, China and South 
Korea how best to handle the situation. 

Likely, as a result of international 
tensions in the aftermath of the test, Jong 
Il has stated there are no plans for further 
detonations as well as apologizing for the 
one test and would be interested in talks 
with the U.S. should America makes the 
first move in cultivating peace talks. 

Whether these talks occur and the crisis 
comes to a peaceful end is yet to be seen. 
Things are looking up with Jong II’s recent 
statements about a willingness to discuss 
the situation with leaders, should the 
opportunity present itself. 
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What 
are 


you 
thankful 
for? 


“lam 
thankful for 
my car and 
shopping.” 
-junior Abbi 
Longley 


“lam thankful 
that I’m healthy 
and was born 
with 10 fingers 
and toes.” 


Wu albay | 


-senior Justin Bady 


“Lam thankful 
for freedom 
and money.” 


-freshman Chelby 
Bojrab 


“lam 

thankful for 
my life and to 
go to school.” 


-sophomore 
Montana Osborn 


“lam 

thankful for 
my job and 
my home.” 


-teacher Cheri 
Trammel 
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America-Mexico wall can’t stop inevitable 


JULIE NGUYEN 


immigrants from freedom is a 700-mile 
fence, which will be along the 2,000- 
mile U.S.-Mexican border. 

The latest Secure Fence Act will then 
divide one-third of the southern border 
between the two countries. 

The U.S. House has already approved 
the act after reviewing the bill. President 
Bush has also agreed to the act. He signed 
it already on Oct. 18, 2006, which now 
authorizes for the building of the fence and 
more barriers to prevent illegal immigrants 
from getting through. 

Some call it a pre-emptive strike that 
Congress took before leaving the campaign 
alone for the November elections. The 
pro-immigration border activists call it “an 
outrage, a political gimmick” which was 
most likely inspired by the congressional 
elections approaching at a speedy rate. 

We all have to ask ourselves if this 
big fence will really help the problem of 
immigration which is on a fast rise. 

The Secure Fence Act will keep some 
fenced in, but there are other ways to sneak 
into America. Illegals can simply overstay 
their visas, come in with fake papers by boat, 
or they can go through an underground 
tunnel which was recently discovered south 
of San Diego, California. 

The U.S. relationship with Mexico is 
already strained and the fence is not helping 
matters. Even after the insistent pleas from 
the president of Mexico, Vicente Fox, and 
other big organizations such as the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to veto the 
bill, President Bush has turned a deaf ear. 

According to recent reports, there are 
over 11 million people who are unauthorized 
residents in the U.S. with the number still 
rising at a rapid rate. The government has 
given up on immigration enforcement and 
instead relies on employers who do not have 
the power to properly identify and report 
undocumented immigrants. 

People have to ask if the new fence 
will really work or if it’s just going to be 
an obstacle, a roadblock that can be easily 
overcome. 

Immigrants probably will get through on 
sheer determination itself to get a taste of 
the land of opportunity which America is so 
well-known for being. 

Along with the fence there also will be 
gadgets such as more cameras, unmanned 
aerial vehicles and satellites. Okay, but this 
still leaves the question about the millions of 
immigrants already in America. 

The billion-dollar fence ($10 million for 
each mile) is most likely not going to work. 


Te only thing stopping Mexican illegal 
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It will cage illegal-immigrant hopefuls in 
Mexico, but it won’t be in the way for long 
and they will eventually get through. 

They have before under different 
circumstances and they’re not going to 
stop now. The immigrants will just think 
differently and eventually outsmart the 
government's noble but wasted efforts. 

What the government really needs to 
focus on is what will work for America, not a 
temporary and very expensive band-aid ona 
problem that’s not going to stop. 

Even with the new act, Congress and 
the President need to really think about 
the U.S.’s best interests instead of trying to 
swing votes a certain way. 

Just because of some of the doubts from 
Mexico and the American people, it doesn’t 
mean that it won’t work. But it also doesn’t 
mean that it will. 

No one can know for sure, but we still 
have to give the act the benefit of the doubt 
and an open mind. This country is, after all, 
built on half-baked ideas and unreachable 


dreams. 


PACT 
OPINION 


1 million The number of 
women under age 20 to become 
pregnant each year 


“It’s okay if they’re ready, 
but young couples need 
to be me more careful if 
they’re going to do that.” 


-senior Cody Greenawalt 


2,784 The number of casualties 
in the Iraq War since March 19, 
2003, when the war started 


“We should pull our troops 
out of Iraq because Bush 
doesn’t know what he’s 
doing.” 


-junior Erika Donley 


Should the driving age be changed to 17? 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL \' ES 


R= and blue police lights flash, sirens blare, broken glass 


and tire marks cover the road while officers and paramedics 
surround the crash scene. The fatalities: two girls both age 16. 

We have all heard this scenario whether it was on television or it 
happened to someone we loved. One way to help prevent this kind 
of accident would be to change our legal driving age from 16 to 17 
years old. 

According to the Rocky Mountain Insurance Information 
Administration, 16-year-old drivers are more likely to be involved in 
a car accident than any other age group. 

Furthermore, the Indiana Teen Driving Task Force recently 
has partnered up with the governor’s council on impaired and 
dangerous driving to do more research on Indiana teen drivers. They 
have also recommended the driving age for teenagers who do not 
take drivers education should be changed from 16 to 17. 


A conference was held this fall in southern Indiana where licensed 
driving instructors discussed and determined what the driving terms 


would be. The new law also would benefit teenagers and Indiana 
families in more than one area. 

The terms of this new law would include the following: 

If not completing driver’s education, an individual needs to be 
17 to obtain a license. Individuals driving with a permit must have 
a licensed instructor or family member at least 21 years of age in the 
car while driving, and permit holders under the age of 18 must show 
a driving log to the BMV with at least 50 hours of practice driving 
with a guardian. Ten of those hours must also be at night. 

New punishments also have been made: If someone underage is 
caught drinking and driving, their license will be revoked for five 
years. Another law in the process of being passed is for teenagers 
to be required to hold their driver’s permit for at least six months 


before receiving their driver’s license. 


So many young teenagers are not 


experienced enough to drive that people 
have to pay a tax for it. This means we all 
may have to pay more money. 

Many students jump in and argue that 
it is not fair to change the driving law, 
but many foreign countries have a higher 
driving age. For, example in Germany 
an individual has to be 18 before they 
can obtain a driver’s license. (But even 
though Germany says you have to be 18 
to drive, the drinking age there is 16.) 

Still, laws like the newly-proposed one 
for Indiana should help prevent driving 
under the influence of drugs and alcohol. 

Teens may argue that it is hard for 
parents to drive them back and forth from 
sporting events, jobs and after-school 
activities. But more parent-driving will 
benefit everyone, and keep too-young or 
irresponsible drivers of the road. 

In the end, our generation would 
benefit if the legal driving age was 
changed to 17. And would help to 
prevent many too-familiar accident 
scenarios. 
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NO 


ixteen-year-olds will not be able to drive anymore. That’s what 
Ginn state senator Tom Wyss is hoping for. He is trying to 

make Indiana the only state with 17 as the legal driving age 
besides Georgia. 

Raising the driving age wouldn’t help improve driving safety or 
reduce accidents on the road at all. Driving accidents involving 17- 
year-old drivers are almost as high as with 16-year-old drivers. 

Even more so, the reason teens are involved in more driving 
accidents than adults is because of lack of experience. Pushing 
the legal driving age up to 17 would only make the inexperienced 
drivers 17 instead of 16. 

A better way to reduce accidents caused by teens, and to make the 
roads safer, would be to require more hours of driving with a parent 
or make driver’s education more extensive. 

The opposing end of this argument wants to move the driving age 
to 17 because they feel that 16-year-olds are not responsible enough 
to handle driving a car, and they would put everyone on the road at 
greater risk. 

It’s true that fatal driving accidents are the leading cause of death 
in teens amounting to 44 percent of all teenage deaths. But if teens 
don’t drive now, then the most dangerous drivers would be the 20-25 
age group. 

A reasonable compromise between keeping the driving law as it 
is, and changing the legal limit to drive to 17, would be to require 
more hours of driving in a car with a parent before they can get their 
license. 

This would mean that 16-year-olds would have more experience 
before they hit the road and drive alone or with friends. 

Another way to make the roads safer would be to extend the 90- 
day period where new drivers cannot drive friends, which would be 
helpful because most teen driving accidents happen while there are 
friends in the vehicle. 

Changing the age when teens can drive 
is delaying the time when inexperienced 
drivers start to drive. 

Sixteen years is the age that most 
employers start hiring for entry-level jobs, 
and 16-year-old employees have to get to 
their job somehow. It’s unreasonable to think 
that they should catch a bus to get to their 
job, driving a car to and from work would be 
the easiest solution to the problem. 

The age group between 15-19 also 
commits the most drunk-driving offenses. 
But if that problem wants to be solved, then 
even stricter laws and regulations regarding 
drunk driving should be put in place, not 
stricter laws and regulations regarding the 
age limit of driving. 

Wyss needs to wise up to the fact that 
teenagers aren’t any worse than other 
drivers, they’re just less experienced. The 
same person wouldn’t be any better of a 
driver at 16 than they would be at 17 with 
the same amount of experience. 
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Northrop clubs help those in 
need for holiday season 


This year, Bruins are doing their part by donating time 
and money to local charities and beyond. 


KATELYN STAYTON 
NICK EHLERDING 


Having lots of food for Christmas Eve 

dinner and tons of presents under the 
tree. But for some unfortunate kids their 
family doesn’t have the money to get them 
anything. 

SADD and Teaching Academy have 
teamed up with sponsor Lilly Mikol to 
conduct a Toys for Tots collection to assist 
the Marines to help children around Fort 
Wayne enjoy Christmas a little better. This 
collection is being done through Bruins 
fourth period class from Monday Dec. 4 
through Thursday Dec. 14.Some of the toys 
that can be expected are items as games, 
cards, bats and balls, books, or anything that 
can be played with by a child. 

“I think it’s a way good way for teens 
who are making distraction decisions for 
them to help out kids in need. 

Project Set will also be donating food for 
The Community Harvest Food Bank. 

“I’m always proud of my 
students. Two cans are always better 
than none,” said Lilly Mikol. 

Key Club director Jonathon Miller is 
someone that is helping this cause. Key Club 
has began working at the Soup Kitchen at 
the Rescue Mission downtown on Superior 
Street. 

“We have been working with them 
(Rescue Mission) for four years,” said Miller. 
They will also sell suckers for the Fort 

Wayne Christmas Bureau which allows 
them to have a Christmas family, which they 
receive a list from the family that is in need. 
They are also helping out older people, or 
lonesome people that might need company 
around the holiday season, so they give 

the people company and lend them a hand 
when it is needed. 

Some of the toys that can be expected are 
items as games, cards, bats and balls, books, 
or anything that can be played with by a 
child. 

Charisma has joined in with the 
Christmas spirit, but are going more along 
the lines of raising money for funds they 


[e the most wonderful time of the year. 
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have came across. Such as selling poinsettias, 
Singing at different business parties such 
as Essex. Charisma will also caroling at the 
Manhime Steamroller concert on Dec. 5. 

“They are fun to do, and we love 
performing,” said senior Ryan Dawson. 

Charisma will also carol at Jefferson 
Pointe, and different nursing homes around 
the city. They will host a Debrand’s Night on 
Dec. 7, where people can buy a ticket at the 
door, and will get a tour of Debrand’s. Then 
some of the money getting raised goes right 
back to Charisma. 

“Everything we do helps us with new 
outfits, and to get our name out,” said 
Dawson. 


CORY VENABLE 


CLUBS AND CHARITIES 


“lm always 
proud of my 
students. 
Two cans 
are always 
better than 
none.” 


-Project SET sponsor Lilly Mikol 


SADD/Teaching Academy- 
Toys For Tots 


Project SET- Community 
Harvest Food Bank 


Key Club- Ft. Wayne Rescue 
Mission, adopting local family 


Charisma- Caroling to raise 
money 


Student Council- 
Three Wishes, Holiday Talent 
Show, Coffee House 


Cheerleaders- 
Adopting local family 


Bruin Helping Hands- 
The Giving Tree 
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Student Council is going to do their 
annual Holiday Talent Show. All of the 
money raised will go to a local charity group 
called the Three Wishes. This year’s show 
will include students that must be involved 
with a staff member in the show, but staff 
members can do it alone if they choose. 

Student Council along with other students 
held a coffee house in the auditorium. At 
the coffee house admittion to get in was a 
caned food item.Bruins did anything from 
performing different skits, read reindeer 
monologues, or even sang. All the canned 
food raised went to 

“My favorite part of charity work 
is picturing a family opening gifts 
Christmas day. But they don’t know 
who they’re from,” said student council 
sponsor Steve Long. 

The cheerleaders do some charity 
work also. This year they will pick a 
Bureau Family. It’s a family who make 
a wish list that can run from anywhere 
to toothbrushes or mattress. This year 
it’s a single parent with three kids that 
they are helping out. Also in January 


the cheerleaders are giving soup to The 
Community Harvest Food Bank. 

“The girls( cheerleaders) always 
do walks for Diabetes, Cancer, Aids 
and other charity work all year,” said 
cheerleading coach Carol Freck. 

It’s The Seven Tree that the Bruin 
Helping Hands have donated to the 
Embassy. This year they have called the 
tree, The Giving Tree. They also received 
fourth place for decorating their tree. 


“My favorite part of 
charity work is 
picturing a 

family opening gifts 
Christmas day.” 


-Student Council sponsor Steve Long 


WB? / DEC. 2006 


OURTSEY OF MELANIE D 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


aw 


ELIZABETH WARD 


Top, Loading for Community 
Harvest Food Bank. Middle, Bruin 
Helping Hands’ Giving Tree. 
Bottom, Penny Pitch: The battle 
for the lowest negative amount. 
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Top Bruin speakers 
compete at home 


Speech team host home meet Dec. 2 


with 12 speakers placing 


CLINT SPHAR 


calm expression on his face, he enters 
At room to begin his speech. He 
stands strait and tall as he states 
his topic to the judge. With confidence in his 
voice, he begins his speech. 

“J joined the team because I wanted to 
learn to speak better in public,” said junior 
Nick Kwolek. “You need to study for a lot 
of the events and that is also a useful skill in 
school.” 

Northrop high school speech team was 
a host to other schools on Dec 2, where 12 
varsity speakers received awards. 

“Mr. Cook taught me just about 


Junior Ethan Strimple, former national 
_ qualifer last year, prepares himself EE 
another speech meet. While he 
_ practices, he has some teammates 

. watch to critique his performance. 
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everything I know,” said senior Zach Norris. 


“We went over, step by step on how to give 
a good extemp speech. I put in the time and 
effort needed to be successful and it paid off 
for me.” 

A few of the top varsity speakers 
included Kwolek who took first in 
impromptu and in foreign extemporaneous, 
Norris receiving first in domestic 
extemporaneous, senior Caty Deventer 
receiving first in drama, Samantha 
Goldsberry taking third in radio, junior 
Emily Walters placing first in radio and 
Emily Weigand receiving second in radio 


WB? / DEC. 2006 


Right, Junior Nick 
Kwolek practices his 
speech after school 

to prepare for another 
speech meet. He also 
qualified for nationals 
last year. 


sophomore Tessa Yandell and junior Ethan 
Strimple taking fourth in memorized duo. 

“At my first meet I got second in novice (for 
radio) which surprised me,” said Goldsberry. 
“I never thought I'd be at the level I’m at 
today.” 

Kwolek also went to nationals last year. 

“Nationals was a great experience,” 
said Kwolek. “I was able to learn a lot in 
many ways.” 

Head coach Laura Archbold, coach Walt 
Cook and president senior Cora Daniel lead 
the team. 

“I did speech in high school and when 
I started teaching here I wanted to be 
involved,” said Archbold. “I was directed to 
Linc Record and the rest is history.” 

Kwolek was not the only member 
of the team who went to nationals last 
year. Strimple and Northrop alumni Maree 
Deventer joined him. 

Strimple finished in the preliminary rounds 
and Deventer finished in the semi-finals. 

“I feel a lot more confident (since 
nationals),” said Strimple. “I know my 
abilities.” 

At the meet Strimple and his partner Yandell 
read several scenes from the television show 
“8 Simple Rules For Dating My Teenage 
Daughter.” 

“Before meets I go through lines in my head 
and listen to a lot of comedy and funny 
stuff,” said Strimple. “I just get in the zone.” 

Strimple played the part of the father, and 
several younger characters during one 
scene, while Yandell played the wife in 
the introduction and the daughter for the 
remainder of the piece. 

The subject matter the two characters 
went through during the piece involved 
everything from Strimple’s character 
learning that he was being audited by the 
IRS, to a discussion on the dangers of drug 
use. 

“We're a very strong and dedicated team,” 
said Archbold. “We work as hard as anyone 
anywhere.” 


COREY VENABLE 


Bruin coffee house acts take stage 


Northrop held a coffee house for charity on Dec 8. Many Bruins 
participated in performing such as senior Drake Wilbanks singing a 
holiday song. There were reindeer monalogues and a skit performed 
by Tim Miller’s advanced theatre class. Bruins also performed Kids 
Say The Darndest Things. Admittion to get in the cost for Bruins or 
anyone that was interested in coming needed to bring a canned food 
item that went to The Community Harvest Food Bank. 


Journalism snags national honors 


The Northrop journalism department snagged two national 
awards at a recent national journalism convention held in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Named among only six in the whole country, ‘06 grad Ariel Case 
received a Story Of The Year honorable mention for her feature 
story of a Northrop family who escaped Hurricane Katrina and fled 
from their home in Biloxi, Mississippi, to Ft. Wayne. 

“I was surprised. I wasn’t expecting it,” said Case, of her honor. 
“It was one of the hardest stories to get because it was a hard issue 
for the family to talk about. But at the last minute, we were able to 
get everyone together.” 

Senior Nick Stieber also came away a national runner-up ina 
review-writing contest held on-site. With his second-place Excellent 
rating, Stieber reviewed a performance of a Nashville country 
artist. “When we got our assignment everyone was stressed on 
what to write, but I was pretty calm,” said Stieber. 

Case’s award was presented at the November convention by the 
National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA). 
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Interact collects tabs for hospital 


In Interact’s first year as an official Northrop group, they’re 
making great strides in community service not only in Fort Wayne, 
but the world. 

Just last month Interact collected 40 blankets students brought in 
that were sent to Sudan. Now the group is collecting pop tabs for the 
Riley Children’s Hospital. They’ re being collected all year. 

“At the end of the year we’re all going down to Riley’s to give 
them the pop tabs. We’ve already collected about 10 gallons,” said 
Interact’s main student leader Matt Bennett. 

The group is run by students but has an adult advisor, math 
teacher Al Huth. 

For the Christmas season Interact will begin to collect canned 
goods and other food for the Community Harvest Food Bank. 

This new Northrop group is making big strides in community 
service and helping out. 


Holiday With Charisma sings for joy 


Holidays With Charisma is a fundraiser mainly for parents, or just 
anyone else interested. This year it took place Sunday, Dec. 3. 

“We decorate the commons with tables and candles all over,” said 
senior Ryan Dawson. 

The performances consist of two holiday songs, “Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year” and “Winter Wonderland,” and three songs from 
the group’s competition show. The competition theme this year is 
Dance The Night Away. 

All the money they earn from the dinner goes to help with costs 
of uniforms and traveling.The show gives a chance to see great lots 
of solos: singing, skits, dancing, and instrumental. 


Bruins perform at Yuletide concert 


Northrop held its annual yuletide concert Dec. 13 where many 
bands and choirs will performed. All of the choirs, such as the girls’ 
show choir, Villes de Filles, and Charisma to name a few will be 
performing. 

Also bands such as the freshman band, varsity band, orchestra 
and the concert band will also play. They will be playing or 
performing Christmas songs for a good cause. 

“We're doing this to earn money for instruments for marching 
band and stuff like that,” said sophomore Jonathan Reed who is in 
varsity band this year and will be performing in the concert. 


Can-Do collects canned food 


Northrop took part in collecting canned food for Operation 
Can-Do the week after Thanksgiving and through to Dec. 6. 

Teaching Academy director Lilly Mikol along with Project SET, 
Teaching Academy and the student council organized this event. 

“We collect all kinds of canned foods,” said Mikol. Foods such as 
corn, peas, beans, fruits, vegetables, etc. 

All food collected will be donated to Community Harvest food 
bank. This is not the first time that Mikol has been involved in this 
sort of charity. “I’ve done something like this every year, because I 
feel lucky, and like I need to do something community oriented. It’s 
the right thing to do,” said Mikol. 
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Feeling bummed? Getting 
mugged earlier this month, 
junior Haleigh Smith has 
hands-on experience with 
some of the hate that can 
be found even during the 
holidays. 


place all to their own, favorite colors adorn the walls 
and favorite scents linger in the air. It’s their comfort 
zone and where they feel most comfortable and safe. 
For Juniors Haleigh Smith and Devin Middleton this describes 
their room. One of the places they feel safe and go to get away 
from it all. 
Lately they have both noticed how around the holidays anger 
and hate among people seem to worsen. 


But what could the cause be? Greed for money could be 


one, maybe the pressure of the holiday spirits get to some 


modern day scrooges and they crack under all the cheer and 


holly. 


M 
ANDA HERRINGTON —_ ACA’SHA 


(OVE? 
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“When I was working one 
night (at Scotts in early December) | 
had to take all the money from the cash 
registers to the Service Center alone, 
and some guy came up to me and 
grabbed all the money out of my hands. 

I just screamed and let him have it,” said 
Smith reflecting back on a horrific night 
at work. 

“T was just chillen in the com- 
mons one morning and two guys just 
busted out fighting,” Middleton said. 

Hate is becoming more dominate 
not just in school, but around the city and 
even internationally. 

Smith agrees, “It seems like its 
gotten worse over the years, the girls seem 
more catty and that’s were a lot of the 
problems come from.” 


mmaard that a gilg 
Wes raped in tig 
Macy’ sSeglaaiate’ lot.” 


- junior Mary Ryan 


“It’s kind of freaky hearing about 
all the stuff that’s happened around the mall 
lately. I heard that a girl was raped in the 
Macy’s parking lot. I guess some guy was 
hiding under her car and grabbed her when 
she came out (of the mall). That scares me 
and sometimes makes me think twice before 
going to the mall alone at night,” said junior 
Mary Ryan, “My mom always warned me 
about stuff like that but I was like ‘Yeah right 
that stuff never really happens,’ Well I guess it 
does.” 

Smith says maybe predators realized 
that December is a month when most women 
do their Christmas shopping and are out alone. 
She said this could make them more of a victim. 

“T hear a lot about gangs, not really 
who’s in them or anything I just hear that one 
gang shot someone in another gang,” said Smith. 

She says guns make it worse because 
whenever someone finds out their enemy has a 
gun they try to out-do them and it usually results 
in someone getting hurt, usually being shot. 

Middleton agrees hate has gotten worse. 
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“When 

people 

get in 

a fight 

it’s for a. 
attention.” 


-junior Haleigh 


Smith 
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Hallways, co 
can break out 
Bruins agree tha ; 
are between, boyfriends and girlfriends. 
Here, junioMea Wilson and frreshman Sam 
Gillespie show how these fights can occur. 


ytime. Fellow 
iments witne 


“People didn’t get shot in the old days,”he said. 

Both Middleton and Smith agree that more and more people are get- 
ting in fights this school year than last, but they still are unsure of what the 

cause could be. 

Smith says people do it for attention. 

“If you’re really that mad go to the person and talk to them about it. 

When people get in a fight it’s for attention.” 

Middleton disagrees. 


- junior Devin Middleton 


“I just don’t get it, instead of the news being about charities and posi- 
tive things it seems like it’s blowing up with crime and hate,” commented 
Ryan, “I don’t think there’s more crime around Christmas time, I just 
think people pay more attention to bad things that happen around holi- 
day time because there’s always the pressure that everything is suppose 
to be all perfect and cheerful.” 

Stories in the news seem to have gotten worse over the years. There 
are more murders and crime than before, Ryan agrees. 

The stories you are about to read are stories that have recently hap- 
pened around Ft.Wanye, in our country and internationally. 


THE HORROR BEGINS 


“That lady is just crazy. She has no right to turn her kids into food.” 

Sophomore Steven Doty’s tone was of absolute conviction when he 
said that, and then added, “She deserves to go to jail, I think that she 
did it and she should go to jail for a long time.” 

China Arnold, a 26-year-old mother of three children was accused to 
allegedly micro waving her baby of last year. She was finally put in jail 
a year later on Monday, November 27, 2006. 

Sophomore Mary Montes agrees. “She’s an insane person. She’s 
obviously psycho and she’s got some issues that she really needs to 

resolve.” 

Arnold is pleading not guilty and her lawyer says that she is shocked 
by the cause of death of Paris, her one-month old daughter. 

“Putting her kid in the microwave is just beyond insane. I can’t even 
imagine about what was going through her head when she did that,” 

said Doty finally. 

In Mt. Clemens, Michigan, Jacqueline Ellen Vuich, injected heroin 
into her 12-year old nephew as he ate dinner. Shortly after that, he 
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For junior Devin Middleton: ete 

room is his safe place. It’s a place seed “That's really the cruelest thing 

of his own where no one € in the world and I don’t see how it’s going 

bother him. = to rid of them. I think that it might anger 
them and it might start a war.” 

Many women understand their terror 
and they even sing a song about what the 
Janjaweed did to them. 

“This is our land, they rape us and kill 
us. Who can we depend on to help us?” 

“That's just horrible,” freshman John 
Donges said. “I can’t believe that no one is 
taking action against this.” 

The horror stories continue. Just about 
everyday something big happens some- 
where to make the headlines. 

“It just seems wrong that these things 
are happening during the holidays,” Smith 
says. But the stories don’t end here. 


THE HORROR CONTINUES 


Twenty-nine day old Dylan never stood 
a chance against his enraged father, 27- 
year-old James W. Cordill. As Dylan laid 
helpless in his basinet, Cordill picked up 
his crying son and struck him in the head 
with the palm of his hand. 

“| think it’s a very sad story. It was very 
mean of him to do that,” said junior Shan- 
non Mires. 

The child’s mother witnessed the vio- 
lence towards her son inside the couple’s 
apartment. Cordill became frustrated with 
Dylan one night when he wouldn’t sleep 
and started to yell at him. Cordill picked 
up the fragile child, offering no support to 
his head, and slammed him into his basi- 
net. 

“I would freak out because he is hurting 
my child. He should be protecting him 
instead of hurting him, “ said Mires. 

Dylan’s mother told Cordill to leave and 
go “cool off” but he refused. Dylan’s moth- 
er stood by helpless as Cordill continued to 
harm their infant son. Cordill refused to let 
her tend to her injured son. 


ey \ That night Dylan suffered multiple inju- 
o ries at the hands of his father. His injuries 
. included multiple skull fractures, a broken 
lies “A a ankle, and a broken collarbone. 
Reo e eli : by his father. When Dylan was just over a 
) week old Cordill became frustrated as his 
“ son continued to cry and struck him. 
: “T think I would call the cops. I would 
et S lnv@iti | la iC la e freak out a bit then pack up and leave,” 
: said Mires. 
During police questioning, Cordill 


This was not the first time Dylan was hit 
by) denied any knowledge of how his son 
© aS < was injured. 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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fn He would later admit to striking Dylan on 
NX his buttocks with his hand and striking 

[ \ him with the palm of his hand. 

\ In October Cordill pleaded guilty to 
four counts of battery. A fifth charge was 
dismissed and the 20-year sentences on 
each of the four counts were ordered 
served at the same time as part of a plea 
agreement with prosecutors. 

“He should get longer than 20 years. 
He hurt a child that could not defend its 
self,” said Mires. 

John Clifton, Cordill’s court- 
appointed attorney, claimed that 
Cordill was a young father. His case was 
called “children raising children.” 

Amy Richison, Huntington County 
Chief Deputy Prosecutor said the claim 
about Cordill’s age was 
“ridiculous.” She said “in every area of 
life people are expected to take responsi- 
bility for their actions, but in the criminal 
justice system, there is an expectation that 
fo. an acceptance of responsibility be met 
E \ with an attaboy.” 

\ “He should be able to see his kid like 
\ | later in life. When his son is a teenager 
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Fight! Bruins above show how fights can get out of control. But why fight? Junior 

; Haleigh Smith says people fight for attention, whereas junior Devin Middleton 

maybe,” said Mires. disagrees. He says people fight because they are mad, not for attention. 
Huntington Circuit Judge Thomas 


MA Takes believed Cordill was 
A -morseful while awaiting his c . 
3 hether h 
Be ee crcaue Yes | efemdalial 
fourth, and fifth time he struck helpless 
ee I do think people have become e e @) e | eC a ave 
hateful. If you watch the news you hear 
about people shooting each other,” said 
vie become hateful. 
If you watch 
the news you heels 
bou t peop | 


FIGHTING FACTS 101 


-14% of teens have been in a 
phsyical fight on school property 
one or more times. 


-junior Shannon Mires 


-8% of students have been 
threatened or injured with a 
weapon on school property. 


-7% of students have carried a 
weapon on school property 
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MATT JACKSON 
MICHAEL HAYNES 


Seniors Brett Rahrer and Kiera Gray 


WB? How are you better this year than last? 
KG: I’m more of a leader and I’ve developed 
my game and I’m a better player. 
WB? What obstacles, if any, must you 
overcome? 
KG: Going to the rim. 
WB? What got you 
interested in 
basketball? 
KG: I’ve 
played it 
for 12 years 
and have 
a very high 
passion for it. 
WB? What goals 
have you set for 
yourself this 
season? 
BR: Well, I 
haven’t been 
thinking about 
my goals too 
much after my 
~ injury, but I guess 
I'd like to be the team’s leading scorer and 
the team’s leader in assists again. 
WB? So, what was your injury? 
BR: I had a chipped bone in my foot from 
cross-country. I was out for about three 
weeks. 
WB? how do think the basketball team will 
perform this season? 
BR: Hopefully, we can win about half of our 
games and pull some upsets in the holiday 
tournament. 


RAHRER, GRAY FACTS: Look to lead 
their teams in their respective sports. 
Rahrer looks to bounce back from his 
cross-country injury and lead the Bruins in 
assist, and go AIl-SAC as he did both last 
year. Gray looks to lead the team after 


powerhouse Faith Sherrill graduated. In a 
preseason poll, Gray was voted 21st in 
the area, as sophomore Samone Swary 
was rated 25th in the area. Both girls 
look to lead the girls’ basketball team 
throughout the season and beyond. 
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Winter 
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Senior Ricky Barrett 


WB? What do you plan to 
accomplish this season? 
RB: To place top 8 in 
the state. 
WB? How are you 
better this year than 
~ last? 
RB: I went to a 

lot more camps 
and worked 
with different 
coaches. I’m 
stronger. 
WB? Why 

is this sport 
important to 
you? 


RB: I’ve done it since I was in seventh grade. 


WB? What obstacles, if any, must you 
overcome? 
RB: Make it out of semistate. 


BARRETT FACTS: Looks to come back af- 
ter he reached the first round of semistate 
last season. Barrett was also the team 

MVP as the 125-pound class wrestler. The 


Bruins look to rebound after losing seniors 
Cody Brake, C.C. McDonald and (‘06 grad) 
Darryl McKinney from graduation. Barrett 
will be assisted this season by senior Jared 
Pontius. 


Senior Dina Petridis 


WB? What are some rivals you like to 
compete against? 
DP: Probably 

Snider and Bishop 
Dwenger. 

WB? Are there any 
individuals you like 
to compete against? 
DP: I'd rather not say. 
WB? What are some of 
your goals this season? 
DP: I would like to make it 
to state. 

WB? How do you think 
the season will go this 
year? 

DP: I think we’re going 
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Variety 


Hour 


Freshman Ryan Meredith 


WB? What do you plan to accomplish in the 
season? 

RM: To be the best that I can be as a 
freshman player at a senior level. 

WB? How does it feel being 
one of the best players as a 
freshman? 

RM: It feels kind of good 
since the seniors respect 

me more. 

WB? Do you have any 
rivals you look 
forward to 


play 
against? ia 
RM: I 

like to 

play against (Payton) Bieker. He plays 

for Snider. I want to keep up with him and 
play at his level. 

WB? What are your biggest strengths? 
RM: Skating. I have a lot of speed and puck 
control. 


MEREDITH FACTS: Well there isn’t a lot 
to say about the past of this left wing 
freshman. Meredith is the one and only 
freshman in this winter sports preview as 


he helps lead the hockey team to their 
third straight state champonship, and the 
second in 2A. Meredith looks to fill in a 
huge spot where Adam Logue once filled. 


to do really well. Our whole team is really 
strong this season. 

WB? What are some of the other players 
that will help the team? 

DP: Alyssa Gaffer, Marissa Boon and Megan 
Orendorff. 


PETRIDIS FACTS: Looks to see another 
regional match and possibly beyond that. 
Last years’ team got sixth in sectionals, 
but they plan to improve. Last season, 
Petridis split the MVP award with fellow 


senior Megan Orendorff, which Orendorff 
also received the mental attitude award. 
The lady Bruins lost no seniors from last 
season as they rely on experience to lead 
the way. 


Top winter athletes feast on last season 
performances, bring hype to new season 


Junior Curtis Chaney 


WB? When did you start 
swimming? 

CC: When I was 12. 

WB? What got you 
interested in swimming? 
CC: I have a pool at my 
house and I was beating 
all my friends. 

WB? What are you 
looking forward to in the 
season? 

CC: Being state champion 
in the 100 free. 

WB? How are you better 
this year than last? 
(2C:1'm more 
experienced. 


CHANEY FACTS: He swam his first year 
as a sophomore, and made quite an 
impact in the water. Chaney broke both 
school records and SAC meet records. 


Also, don’t forget about his 12th place 
run at state in the 100 free. 


Junior Ana Martinez 


WB? What is your average score? 
AM: I’m bowling about a 175 pins per game 
right now. 
WB? How do you feel about the team this 
season? 
AM: I feel really good about 
the team, everyone is good 
and we’re undefeated. 
_ WB? What is your 
_ favorite team to play 
against? 
AM: Snider, they’re our 
“biggest rivals. 
WB? What do you 
want to accomplish 
this season? 
AM: Hopefully I 
can get a higher game 
average. 
WB? How old were 
you when you 
first started to bowl? 
AM: I was about 6 years 
old when I first started to play. 


Martinez FACTS: She was one of the three 
girl bowlers, as the others were junior 


Cassie Haag, and sophomore Angie Miller, 
that made it t regional last season, as she 
looks to do the same once again. 


Sophomore Jamie Curtis 


WB? What are you working on now? 
JC: I’m working on getting a better 
@® _ list of dives right now. 
_= WB? What are some other 
= teammates on the swim and 
dive team that will help 
Northrop be successful this 
season? 
JC: We didn’t get too many 
freshman divers this year, 
but Megan Black is really 
strong. 
WB? How do you think you'll 
do this season? 
JC: I think that once I get the 
dives I want back, then get then 
I'll do pretty good. 


CURTIS FACTS: She strived in her 
opening year, as she made a run to 
state along with Chaney, taking a 23rd 
place in diving, in Indianapolis. Although 
Curtis didn’t snap any records, she 
made quite a splash in her freshman 
year. 


Senior Patrick Borne 


WB? What obstacles, if any, must you 
overcome? 
Senior Patrick Borne: Spare shooting, I 
have to get the spares. 
WB? Do you have any rivals you look 
forward to play against? 
PB:Elmhurst. 
WB? What are you 
looking forward to in 
the season? 
PB: Trying to get to 
State because this 
is the last year since 
the whole team is 
seniors. 
WB? When did you 
start bowling? 
PB: When I was five. 
WB? What got you 
interested in 
bowling? 
PB: My dad did it 
(bowled), and he’s the 
one who taught me how to bowl. 


BORNE FACTS: Looks to bowl another 
perfect 300 in which he did in the past, 


as he and fellow senior Ryan Flaugh will 
bowl under their fathers, which is also 
their coaches. 
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The new state 
of ‘08 


es is always the argument of which 
class is the top in athletics. But, I’m 
here to settle that, it is all about ’08. Period. 
First it was Tyler Spillner starting varsity 
for baseball as a freshman. Then in his 
sophomore season, he made All-SAC, 

and was accompanied in the infield by 
sophomores Dan Beer 
and David Weigand, 
also part of the ‘08 
class. 

Beer also started 
quarterback under 
Ernie Bojrab, and 
started the basketball 
season opener at 
Dekalb as a guard. 
Weigand assisted Beer 
on the gridiron as he 
caught some of Beer’s 
passes. But this year, 


Out Of 
Bounds 


per 


he stepped off the 
NICK hardwood. 
EHLERDING The ’08 line only 


begins, it only begins. 

Curtis Chaney led 
the swim and dive team with his fish-like 
speed in the water, which had him breaking 
school records in the 100 and 200 freestyle, 
and also snapped the SAC records that were 
previously held. Chaney then grabbed a 12th 
place finish at state in the 100 free. 

Then, on the clay, there is Caleb Oren, 
who helped lead tennis to a break the school 
record for best record having a 17-1 record. 
He was also the Bruins’ No. 1 singles player. 

Another freshman starter was Carlton 
Bradtmiller. Bradtmiller starter basketball as 
a freshman, then lettered in it twice, lettered 
twice in football, with a captains badge, then 
snagged a pair of track letters on the way. 

And you can’t forget about Chloe 
Hedges on the softball field. Hedges has 
been a starting pitcher since freshman year, 
and has snagged Second-team AII-SAC both 
years. Hedges looks to letter in softball each 
of her four year tenure at Northrop. 

But the ‘08 class can only go so far, there 
has to be credit to the athletes that have 
succeeded outside of the ‘08 boundaries. 
Such as a man that needs no intro, Bobby 
Moldovan. He recently grabbed an 8" place 
finish at state, also tackling a semi-state win 
along the way. 

Along the seniors, there is Dina Petridis in 
gymnastics, Megan Orendorff in volleyball 
and gymnastics, Brett Rahrer in cross- 
country and basketball, Quentin Walker for 
football and track, and Chris Reichert with 
All-SAC tight end football honors also. 


SPORTS / 15 


Hockey starts 5-6 
under Shears at goal 


Going into the second half of their season 
the boy’s hockey team is in fourth place, by 
one point. 

With the win against Homestead 2-1, at 
the Mcmillen Ice Arena, they bump their 
record to 5-6. 

Some of the better players from Northrop 
are senior defensive player Nick Minnick 
and freshmen wing Ryan Meredith. 

The strongest player on the ice for 
Northrop and maybe even the whole league 
is senior goaltender Tommy Shears from Leo. 

“He is the best goalie in high school 
hockey,” said head coach Dave Rogers. 

This year the team isn’t as strong as they 
have been in past years. They know they 
wont score very many goals, but know that 
not many will be scored on them. 

“The first half of the year you have to 
think about everything,” said Rogers. 


Boys’ basketball 
seeks win at 0-4 


The boys’ basketball team is off to a slow 
start at 0-4. The boys open up the holiday 
tournament on Dec. 27 against Bishop Luers. 

Northrop lost a tough road game to an 
undefeated Dekalb, by a score of 43-56, and 
lost to East Noble 45-51, at home,after East 
Noble hit 15 of their 20 free throws, and the 
Bruins couldnt finish in the fourth quarter. 

The Bruins tried to come back at home 
and find a win against Carroll, but senior 
Zach Taylor for Carroll and the rest of the 
Chargers had other plans as they defeated 
Northrop 64-50. Juniors Tyler Spillner had 
six points for the Bruins. 

“Hopefully we can pull a few upsets in 
the holiday tournament,” said Rahrer. 

Senior Guard Bret Rahrer, who was 
the team’s leader in assists last season, has 
been inactive the first three games due to 
a chipped bone in his foot from a cross- 
country injury. 

“We really want to play together and we 
want to start fnishing games and make some 
noise come tournament time,” said junior 
Carlton Bradtmiller. 

Rahrer got his chance back on the court 
at Wayne which he had three points from 
coming off the bench which the Bruins saw a 
chance to find their first win of the season as 
they saw themselves down by six, but after 
a junior Trent Wilson turnover, the Bruins’ 
chances were shot down as they fell to the 
Generals 60-50, and they continue their quest 
for win number one. 
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Boys’ swim and 
dive led by seniors 


Starting off the season ranked seventh 
in the area, the boys’ swim & dive team is 
coming hard off the blocks this year in the 
water. 

So far after the first three meets, the 
Bruins are 2-1 including a win over 
Dekalb. Leading for the team are senior 
captains Aleks Fansler and Adam 
Garland, and junior Curtis Chaney. 

“We have a lot of potential this year. 
Everyone is working hard this season,” 
said Fansler. 

“If we keep it up we'll have a great 
chance of winning the SAC and advancing 
our relay teams and individual swimmers 
to state,” said Fansler. 

The Bruins upcoming swim meets are 
on Dec. 12 against Manchester away, and 
Dec. 14 against East Noble at the South 
Side Natatorium. 


Girls’ basketball 
starts rough at 1-5 


The girls basketball team currently 
holds a record of 1-5 after games against 
Marion, Prairie Heights, Dekalb, Warsaw, 
South Side, and East Noble. 

“We need to improve defensive effort 
especially rebounding,” said head coach 
Gregory Rahrer. “Offensively we need 
some girls to step up and make some 
shots. We aren’t scoring many points and 
our shooting percentage is low.” 

Rahrer and players including seniors 
Diana Lipsey Kiera Gray, and Kayla 
Hartman and freshman Pre Reese, lead 
the team. 


Borne, Flaugh lead 
boy bowlers 


The boys’ bowling team has begun 
their season under seniors Patrick Borne 
and Ryan Flaugh with matches against 
Carroll. 

The team is coached by Rick Flaugh 
and led by senior players like Borne 
and Flaugh. The bowlers have made 
their mark made on the lanes with their 
experience, as the team is made mostly up 
of seniors, especially in again, Flagh and 
Borne. 

“T think that the experience will really 
help the bowlers in the long-run,” said 
Flaugh. 
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Curtis leads girls’ 
swim and dive 


The girls’ swim and dive season kicked 
off in the middle of November in a meet 
against Carroll. The girls’ swim and dive 
team lost by a landslide. 

“We've been practicing since about 
the last week of October, we’re still 
improving,” said sophomore Carly 
Mirwaldt. 

The girls’ swim and dive team have a 
chance to redeem themselves on Monday, 
December forth, which is their second 
meet of their season. It is against Dekalb 
and is at the South Side Natatorium 
starting at 6:30. 

“I'd say the biggest and the most 
important meet of this year is sectionals,” 
Mirwaldt said. 

Their next meet after Dekalb is on 
Dec. 7 against Angola at the South Side 
Natatorium. 


Barrett seeks back 
semistate match 


One influential wrestler would be 
Senior Ricky Barrett, who went to semi- 
state last year and has been a top wrestler 
for Northrop throughout his high school 
career. 

“We're working hard,” said head coach 
Andrew Shipe. “With a young team this 
will be a learning experience.” 

With it being a few weeks into the 
season, the team has a record of 1-3. Still 
giving them time for improvement before 
their big SAC holiday tournament. 

“We're improving and off to a good 
start,” said Shipe. 


Gymnastics looks 
to lean on seniors 


The gymnastics team is starting up for 
the new season, starting January 8. Head 
coach Kim Coak has begun tuning the 
team for this year’s season. 

“(There’s) a lot of experience there,” 
said Coak. 

With six girls back form last year 
including seniors Dina Petridis and 
Megan Orendorff and three new 
freshmen, Coak is excited about the 
season. 

“Mentally, I’ve gotten stronger,” said 
senior Dina Petridis of her improvement 
throughout the years. 


Top 10 


Holiday Albums of 2006 


Wintersong 
Sarah MacLachlan 


NOW That’s What I Call 
Christmas 3 
Various Artists 


James Taylor 
James Taylor at Christmas 


Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
The Lost Christmas Eve 


Vincec Guaraldi Trio 
A Charlie Brown Christmas 


Bette Midler 
Cool Yule 


Celtic Woman 
A Christmas Celebration 


Il Divo 
The Christmas Collection 


1 
vs 
3 
4 
3) 
6 
7 
6 


Larry the Cable Guy 
A Very Larry Christmas 


ae 


Trans-Siberian Orchestra 


1 O e Christmas Eve And Other 


-source: billboard.com, December 


Coming UP 


Holiday Releases 


-source: the-numbers.com (box office site) 


Dec. 22 Dec. 25 


The Good Shepherd Black Christmas 
Night at the Museum Dreamgirls 
We Are...Marshall Children of Men (limited) 
The Good German Snow Cake 
Curse of the Golden 
Flower 


Truth Be Told, Struggle is gonna get it 


uring Veteran’s Day weekend in 
LD Nashville, Tennessee, my good 

friend Spencer Rysman, the editor- 
in-chief of South Side’s newspaper, and I 
were walking down a hall on our way to the 
Nike factory store in a nearby mall. 

That’s when we met the soon-to-be 
legend himself: Struggle. 

When he first came up to us, we thought 
he was just some panhandler begging for 
money, that you often see when you go into 
crowded public areas in bigger cities. He 
actually looked like he was straight from the 
hood. 

“Hey man, you guys like rap music?” 
said Struggle. 

Spencer and I turned around. 

“Hell yeah we like rap music,” replied 
Rysman. 

“Alright man, my name’s Struggle. I got 
my new CD here.” 

“Ah man, how much?” I said. 

“T don’t charge money, I only accept 
donations,” said Struggle. 

I tried to make it a little easier on him 
to give me a price: Struggle and I both 
well knowing that it was straight illegal 
to actually sell any kind of item on mall 
property without a permit. 

“Alright then, what do you think is a fair 
price?” 

Struggle only repeated, “I only accept 
donations man. Whatever you wanna give 
me.” 

I pulled out my wallet and handed him 
five singles. 

“Ts that good for you?” I said. 

“That's perfect. Thank you very much my 
guy,” said Struggle. 

Struggle handed me his album Truth Be 
Told and I immediately began to read the 
song titles: “Take Your Time,” “Walk Wit It,” 
“Set’em Strait,” “Ghetto Spawn” 

I knew right away that this was going to 
be hella tight. 

“Hey man, you gotta MySpace?” I said. 

“No man, I don’t actually,” said Struggle. 

“You gotta make one so you can spread 
this around,” I said. 

“Well why don’t you just make one for 
me,” said Struggle. 

“Well, I don’t know all your information, 


Jan. 5 


Code Name : The Cleaner 
Happily N’Ever After 
Home of the Brave 
Breaking and Entering 


Perfume : The Story of a Mur- 


derer 
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so you gotta do it, I said as | 
pulled a piece of paper out of 
my pocket. 

“Oh okay,” said Struggle. 

“But hey, I’m gonna give 
you my name here. Just look 
me up and send me a friend 
request after you set it up,” | 
said. 

“Alright man, that sounds 
good. I'll do that,” said 
Struggle. 

“We're gonna spread your name all over 
Fort Wayne when we get back,” I said. 

“By the time we’re done everyone in 
Indiana is gonna know who Struggle is,” 
said Rysman. 

After everyone from the Northrop and 
South Side journalism staffs regrouped at the 
mini-bus in the parking lot, we drove back to 
our hotel rooms at the Holiday Inn Express. 
Later that night, Spencer and I took Zach 
Norris’ portable CD player and pumped 
Struggle’s rhymes up on Norris’ equally 
ghetto plastic headphones. 

Despite the lack of sound system we 
obviously had available, we could tell from 
the first song “Still Trying” that this actually 
could be a good rap album. 

It was the next two tracks that confirmed 
Struggle’s greatness for us. 

“Drop It” had a really good beat with 
good lyrics, just like most of the other tracks, 
but it was “Take Your Time” that really 
impressed me. 

A remake of another song by the same 
title, it is one of the best song on the album 
and is sure to get stuck in your head. 

One of the songs “My Struggle” tells his 
story: “I was raised in the struggle/ I came 
from the struggle/ I was made from the 
struggle/ and I’m still tryin to get it man.” 

If you are one of the many who are 
interested in hearing some Struggle, stop 
me in the hall or come by the journalism 
department in D111 and we can work on 
contacting Struggle for Northrop to get his 
approval to burn his copyrighted album. 

One thing is for sure though: if Struggle 
keeps his style up and spreads his music, he 
won't be struggling for much longer. 


Showtime 


NICK 
STIEBER 


Jan. 12 


Arthur & The Invisibles 
Freedom Writers 

Alpha Dog 

Pathfinder 

Mrs. Potter 

The Abandoned 
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Borat “very nice!” 


But some critics of Sasha Baron Cohen's 
controversial film don’t think so 


ZACH NORRIS 


atire is something that everyone puts up 

with, and usually ignores everyday. But 
even though it can be cruel and offensive, 
people still enjoy a good laugh at other 
people’s expense. 

Every age creates a new level of satire, but 
our current generation takes it a step further. 
With the media’s ever-growing popularity, 
satire continues to become more accepted 
then in the past. Satire usually failed in the 
popular media because audiences couldn’t 
always distinguish fact from fiction and were 
outraged by being misled. 

Now audiences enjoy the funny joke of 
the mocking at someone or something else’s 
expense. 

The fact that satire is becoming more 
popular is clearly evident due to the 
popularity of Sacha Baron Cohen’s newest 
movie Borat. 

This film was directed by Larry Charles, 
and was released first in Belgium and the in 
Canada and the United States two days later, 
along with 14 other European countries. 

Borat brought in $26.4 million in its 
opening weekend in the U.S. and Canada, 
which is the highest in history for a film 
released in fewer than 1,000 cinemas. 

The film involves Borat leaving his home 
in Kazakhstan to go to the U.S. to record a 


EMILY WEIGAND 


he name’s Bond. James Bonds. 

This quote used in every Bond 
movie ever made, makes us think of one 
thing: fast cars, beautiful girls, and guns. 

Although a new actor is playing James 
Bond, Daniel Craig, you'll still find the 
same scenario in the new 007 Casino 
Royale. 

The movie, made as a prequel to the 
former 007 movies, and was directed by 
Martin Campbell. 

A big surprise in the movie is the fact 
that Bond is blond. This surprised many 
because Bond is normally the tall, dark 
and handsome type of man. One look that 
hasn't changed though, is the rock hard 
body. 

Just like the previous 007 movies, 
Bond's devious ways and cunning actions 
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documentary about American customs and 
everyday way of life. 

In the movie, Borat leaves his mother, 
wife, and the town rapist, bringing along his 
obese producer Azamat Bagatov. 

From this point on, the movie deals with 
unstaged scenes of Borat interviewing and 
interacting with Americans who believe he is 
an actual foreign television personality with 
no understanding of American customs. 

For those students who, have a strong 
stomach, and are interested in a hilarious, 
childish, offensive, and crude movie, Borat is 
right down your alley. 

The 84-minute movie is jam-packed with 
hilarious scenes and a small budget of only 
$18 million. 

When it comes to taking satire too far, it 
is really hard to push the envelope, because 
everything is fair game in the media. 
However Cohen, an English Jew who plays 
a Kazakhstani journalist, has pushed the 
envelope a fair piece in his movie. 

In the process, he has become a new 
millionaire with his improvised character 
wallowing in anti-Semitism (and a lot of 
other vices). 

This is why Americans love satire. Borat, 
vulgar and relishing going over-the-top, is 
not a barbaric Islamist seeking people who 


Craig, Casino Royale prove a better Bond 


get the girl. The girl this time is his partner 
Vesper Lynd, played by actress Eva Green. 
The tall and dark Vesper is intelligent and 
beautiful, helping Bond throughout his 
mission. 

Just like all James Bond movies, Casino 
Royale is filled with “edge of your seat” 
scenes and all the great action we’ve come 
to expect from 007. The thrills, adventures, 
and action keep the viewer wanting more 
throughout the whole movie. 

Taking place in the Bahamas and soon 
turning to Miami, Bond takes us on his 
thrilling first mission to fight off different 
terrorists. 

There have been 20 Bond movies 
produced since 1963, and Casino Royale tops 
it at 21. Critics are raving that this is the best 
one yet. 
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In its opening jee bere 
weekend, ee ae 
Borat (played 
by Sacha 

\ Baron Cohen 

* raked in 


are willing to blow themselves up in the 
name of Allah, but a somewhat civilized 
man whose cold conscience guides people to 
laughs. 

Even though anti-Semitism, and satire 
for that reason, is wrong, people enjoy crude 
humor or taking events that actually happen 
and poking fun at them. Americans, for the 
most part, enjoy making fun of ourselves at 
the expense of our personal moral values. 

Satire can be extremely funny, however, it 
is very important that we don’t let the media 
cover up the truth, no matter how many 
laughs we have. 


The nice suits and the expensive 
cars appear once more along with the 
bad guys. And you can still find the 
backstabbing ally, along with the twisting 
and turning plot to finally find out the 
master of the bad force. 

Although many of the previous 
scenarios come into play, this new Bond 
provides a few new elements only found 
by viewing the movie. 

Do not underestimate this new Bond 
movie because it lives up to previous 
Bond movies and almost surpasses them. 
It uses new and high-tech gadgets but 
keeps the old Bond scenario. 

The new and improved 007 is 
impressive and keeps the great tradition 
of James Bond fighting. A 


Federline’s new album Playing 
with Fire sold less than 6000 
copies its first week. 


K-Fed 
says 
newest 
K-Fed 
average 


Daughtry’s newest CD Daughtry 
is #2 on the Billboard 200 


Idol fave 
Daughiry 
debuts 
alternative 
rock CD 


KATELYN BUTLER 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


Each song brings a new 
feel to make sure things don’t 
get boring. The tracks will go 
from a more slow-paced feel 
to more upbeat and heavy, 
but all with catchy lyrics 
pertaining to emotions and 
stories. 


e called himself: “Kevin 


Before marrying Spears, 
Federline did everything 
from wrestling to modeling 
to get in the spotlight. After 
becoming a backup dancer for 
Spears he became her shadow 
but once he married her, he 
stepped out into full view. 


merican Idol host Ryan 
Seacrest said, “The person 
leaving us tonight is, Chris 


Federline, America’s Most 
Hated!” 

It started to make sense on 
Kevin Federline’s, better known 
as K-Fed or Mr. Britney Spears, 
new album Playing With Fire. It 
was released in stores on Oct. 31 


Daughtry.” 

America was in pure 
shock. Was this really the end of 
seeing the front-runner in voting 
all season long up until then? 


and produced by his own Federline and Britney Daughtry was a man that The CD gives off a 
music company, Federline Spears did a duet called received constant approval from — make-you-feel-good feeling 
Records. “Crazy” where Spears sounds the judges song after song, week that helps get your mind 


off things. A good tension 
releaser never fails with some 


after week. He was a rocker and 
each week Daughtry stayed true 


like she used to whereas K- 
Fed gets annoying and drones 


The beat and music in 
the song isn’t bad, but when 


Federline starts rapping, his 
lyrics don’t make sense and he 
repeats himself constantly and 
is obsessed with repeating his 
nickname. 

Federline constantly talks 
about how he had to struggle 
to make it to where he is today. 
Sorry K-Fed, you only became 
famous because you married a 
pop princess, Britney Spears. 


sense. 


on and on and it makes no 


“Dudes hate K-Fed, girls 
love K-Fed. It don’t matter to 
me cause K-Fed stay fed.” 

Kevin Federline would 
have a pretty nice CD with the 
good beats and rhythm, but as 
soon as he starts rapping, it’s 
all over. I don’t think K-Fed 
will stay fed. C- 


trained voice. 


to himself and his rock style. 
Finally on November 21 
Daughtry released his long 
awaited self-titled debut album 
Daughtry under RCA records. 
Thank goodness that the CD 
has two bonus acoustic tracks 
at the end which shows how far 
Daughtry has come with a more 


rock music. 

Well for Chris Daughtry’s 
first, and hopefully not last, 
CD, he made all his devoted 
American Idol fans proud. 
Thanks for staying true to 
your rocker self. 

Now let’s hope things don’t 
“Breakdown” for him again. 
A- 


Bobby historic, but not entertaining for teens 


BRIAN WOLF 


\ racist boss, a cheating manager, a 


ispanic busboy and many others 
are thrown together in Bobby, a fictional 
account of Robert F. Kennedy. 

This is a compelling story of the 
sassassination of Robert F. Kennedy (RFK) 
and the many people that were at the 
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles where 
Sirhan Bishara killed him. 

It takes you through the day of 22 
workers and visitors of the hotel and their 
life on the day of Kennedy’s assasination. 

These people include hotel manager 
(William Macy), shuffleboard worker 
(Heather Graham), head chef (Laurence 
Fishburne), Campaign volunteers (Nick 
Cannon, Shia LaBeoif, Brian Geraghty) and 
many others. 

Along with directing the film, Emilio 


Estevez portrays a member of a traveling 
duo, with Demi Moore. 

Moore had a problem with alcohol and 
Estevez tried to handle it for her. But every 
time he tried, she would push him away. 
The night of the Kennedy speech, Moore 
introduced Kennedy. 

The movie goes over the events leading 
up to Kennedy’s death and the actual 
assassination even though it is not shown 
until the last five minutes of the movie. 

The end of the movie shows Estevez 
leaving the hotel and bumping into the man 
that kills Kennedy. 

After the speech, Kennedy is escorted 
through the kitchen to go to a press 
conference. While walking through the 
kitchen and shaking hands, a small man 
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comes up to Kennedy and shoots him. 

While Kennedy falls to the ground, 
someone tries to get the gun out of his hand. 
But in doing so he lets off three of four shots. 

These shots hit several others including 
beautician (Heather Graham) and two of the 
campaign volunteers. 

The movie is not out to attract teenagers 
or any other particular group that isn’t 
interested in learning while they watch a 
movie. 

When I saw this movie, almost everyone 
in the theater all had grey hair which shows 
that this is a movie that teenagers aren't 
typically interested in. 

Bobby is a great movie if you want to 
learn something. It just isn’t a movie to enjoy 
for a laugh or for some action. B+ 
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A Christmas dream at risk 


STAFF 


hrough the car window, the 
snow is falling, branches from 

the tree peek down over the 
rooftop, families are seen walking 
in candlelight from doorstep to 
doorstep singing Christmas carols 
and bringing joy to every house 
they stop at. Dad turns on the 
radio and everyone begins singing 
“Silent Night” as the car passes by 
a live nativity scene surrounded by 
churchgoers. 

Then comes the annoying beep 
beep beep. The alarm clock. 

Of course the perfect Christmas 
Eve would be found only in our 
dreams. 

The What's Bruin? staff feels 
that our generation has filled our 
Christmas dreams with nightmares 
of worrying about which present 
we'll get under the tree or how 
much money we'll see in our 
stockings when we wake up at 4 a.m. 
too excited to sleep on the night before 
Christmas. 

Instead of Christmas trees and 
mistletoe, the media today has 
painted a picture of I-Pods, Game 
Cubes and more popular the 
PlayStation 3. The PS3, made by 
Sony, can play CD’s, DVD’s, but 
more importantly, it is the only 
game console that will play blue 
disk games and movies. Pretty soon 
the blue ray will replace CD’s and 
DVD’s. Right now a blue ray player 
costs $1,000, while a PS3 costs only 
$500. 

The Staff feels that the true 
meaning of Christmas has been lost. 
Many of them say that it is about 
the birth of Jesus Christ and that is 
what we should celebrate. Other 
staff members think Christmas is 
a holiday to be spent with family 
and close friends. The meaning of 
Christmas has gone from “good will 
towards men” to “only the strong 
survive.” 
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What’s Bruin? thinks that our 
holidays differ from the ones of our 
parents. 

They used to celebrate Christmas 
surrounded by close family and 
friends, while spending time with 


each other and not caring about who 


received the biggest present. The 
night before Christmas was spent at 
midnight masses singing hyms and 
praising God. 

Many of the staff members feel 
that we haven’t lost the meaning of 
Christmas, we’ve just made a new 
one. We’ve grown up around the 
idea of Santa Clause and presents, 
and that’s the only way we know 
how to spend our holidays. 

Our Christmas season hasn’t 
turned into the nightmare before 
Christmas, but if we continue being 
greedy throughout the holidays, we 
may ruin someone else’s Christmas 
dreams. 


ES 
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FACT 
QPINION 


246 million The number of 
children engaged in child labor 


“| think it’s bad because 
it’s not fair for them. 
Children shouldn’t have 
to work.” 


-freshman Taryn Smits 


2.2 million The number of 
people in the U.S. who suffer 
from schizophrenia 


“Are you sure that isn’t 
4.4 million?” 


-senior Adam Roby 


-source: unicef.org; schizophrenia.com 
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Be aware of more religious celebrations 


hristmas is on its way, and instead 
( of hearing about presents people are 
going to buy or what decorations 
people are going to use, all people seem 
to talk about is how we have lost the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

So, I’m here to set everybody straight. 

There are many different religions 
throughout the world. Each one is unique in 
its beliefs and worship. 

Religious folk worldwide observe many 
seasonal days of celebration during the 
month of December. Most are known as 
religious holy days, and are linked, in some 
way, to the winter solstice in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

People all across the world celebrate 
their winter holidays differently. In general, 
some people value them very highly as 
religious evidence of diversity, others reject 
the importance of all celebrations, and then 
there are those people that believe religious 
celebrations are sponsored by Satan. 

Whatever people believe, it is important 
to be informed of different religions and 
how they celebrate, before you question if 
someone has lost the true meaning of the 
holidays. 

Some atheists in the U.S. have begun 
to celebrate the Winter Solstice and create 


organized observances 
of its falling on Dec. 
21-23. 

Many Buddhists 
celebrate Bodhi Day 
on Dec. 8 or on the 
Sunday preceding the 
holiday. It recalls the 
day in 596 B.C. when 
Buddha is believed 
to have achieved 
enlightenment and 
escape the repeating 
cycle of reincarnation. 

Christians 
celebrate Christmas, 
when Jesus Christ was 
born. He is regarded 
by most as a deity and savior of humanity. 

Many people of the Jewish faith observe 
Hanukkah, or the “Feast of Dedication” and 
“Festival of Lights.” This is an eight-day 
celebration, which recalls a miracle in the 
Jerusalem temple during a war fought by the 
Maccabees in the cause of religious freedom. 

Kwanza is a weeklong celebration, which 
celebrates the African-American heritage. 
Each day focuses on one of the seven 
principles of Kwanza. 

These principles include; unity, self- 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


determination, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative economics, 
purpose, creativity, and faith. 

Even though most people know about the 
main winter holiday celebrations, there are 
many others that are just as important. 

Fesivus is a celebration for the rest of 
us. This celebration was popularized on a 
Seinfeld episode in 1997. It is an alternative 
to Christmas and Hanukkah. 

Neopaganism is made up of a group that 
attempts to recreate ancient Pagan religions. 

They use this time for introspection and 
planning for the future. 

Many people in Japan celebrate to holiday 
know as Omisoka or “the big cleanup. This 
is the time for families make their home clear 
and tidy for the New Year. 

There are obviously a lot more religions, 
but unfortunately I don’t have the room to 
mention them. 

The important thing to remember is that 
just because Christmas cheer is not that 
strong doesn’t mean that no one cares. 

Some people just celebrate in different 
ways. This is why it is important to keep in 
mind that people celebrate in different ways 
and it is important to keep an open mind 
and remember what the holiday season 
means to you. 


Hussein’s hanging fair for good reason 


"[ eeewenin years ago, aman came 
to power in a small, middle-eastern 
country, where he fashioned himself 
an emperor’s life. 

Two years ago, that same man was found 
hiding in a hole, hoping to evade U. S. 
soldiers. 

By now everyone knows Saddam 
Hussein, the former Iraqi President, has been 
sentenced to death by hanging. Most, if not 
all, people believe this is a good thing, but 
perhaps not everyone understands why. 

According to The Survival of Saddam: 
Secrets of His Life and Leadership an interview 
with Said Aburish, Hussein rose to power in 
1979, after a bloodless coup that overthrew 
the previous regime; Hussein was declared 
vice president of Iraq, eventually taking over 
power from Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr. 

As president, Hussein almost completely 
abolished Muslim law, favoring a western 
legal system for nearly everything and 
granted women freedoms that included the 
ability to take government and industry jobs. 

While these moves received resistance 


from the Arab 
majority in the 
country, as well as 
the Kurds, Saddam 
worked around this 
through the use of 
benefits for aid, or 
paramilitary force to 
quell resistance. 

In the ‘80's 
Hussein began 
war with Iran with 
support from the U. S. 
and U.N. 

After this costly 
war, Iraqi relations 
with Kuwait became 
a major problem. Iraq 
was looking for a way out of deep debt and 
received no aid from the Kuwaitis. This led 
to the beginning of the second gulf war. 

Then, President George H. W. Bush 
eventually entered into the conflict along 
with several allies to end the occupation in 
Operation Desert Storm. 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 
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This event, in addition to the United 
States encouraging uprisings against 
Hussein, effectively destroyed relations 
between the U. S. and Iraq. 

In order to maintain control of Iraq, 
Hussein had to move away from his 
previously secular style of government 
toward a more devoutly Muslim public 
image to keep the support of the Muslim 
majority. 

Late in that year coalition forces 
announced the capture of Hussein who was 
to stand trial for crimes against humanity. 

The trials began under an Iraqi tribunal 
in mid-2004 and after the deaths and 
wounding of several lawyers, opposition to 
the authority of the court by Hussein’s legal 
team, and a hunger strike by Hussein, the 
former president was sentenced to death. 

Hussein may escape this fate, as an appeal 
is in progress. Failure of the court to come 
to a decision by May or early April of 2007 
would make him exempt from execution 
under Iraqi law, when he reaches 70 years of 
age. 
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“| want a Corgi 
puppy. They’re 
my favorite 
dogs.” 


-freshman Kaitlyn 
York 


“| want a PS3 
for Christmas. 
They are fun 
to play.” 


-sophomore James 
Moore 


“| wanted a 
new white 
chocolate 
phone. Mine is 
really old.” 


-junior Valencia 
Caldwell 


“| want a 
Red Ryder BB 
gun. Everyone 
that’s cool 
gets one.” 


-senior Nick Colone 


“| want a Lund 
bass boat so 

| can do some 
more fishing.” 


-guidance counselor 
Cleve Million 
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Soldiers receiving Christmas spirit 


KATELYN BUTLER 


he holiday season is fast approaching 
[im Christmas is right around the 
corner. 

However, for many soldiers, this means 
another year of Christmas over seas without 
their families. 

The ongoing drama in Iraq will not be set- 
aside for a silly holiday like Christmas. No 
chance. The fighting will remain, no matter 
what day or time. 

And since the soldiers can’t be here for 
Christmas many Americans are doing their 
best to bring the joy of Christmas to them. 

Anywhere from writing simple letters 
wishing them happy holidays and thanks, to 
sending actual Christmas trees to Iraq. 

The National Christmas Tree Associations 
(NCTA) started its Christmas Spirit 
Foundation’s “Trees For Troops” as a simple 
act of kindness to bring something with a big 
effect. 

They are collecting more than 11,000 trees 
in over 27 states this season. 

“It’s a special time of year,” said Roger 
Moore, a tree farmer collecting for the NCTA 
foundation, “This is a small way to help 
lessen the pain of separation and say thank 
you for the sacrifices we are asking these 
soldiers to make.” 

The NCTA doesn’t only donate the 
Christmas trees to military overseas, but to 
the families of soldiers as well. The trees are 
shipped to Iraq and the homes of families 
with help from a partnership with Fed-Ex. 

Last year alone the NCTA foundation 
delivered 4,300 trees to soldiers’ families 
at five different Army posts. With 175 trees 
actually going overseas. 

The interest in this charity is growing 
quite rapidly. There are constantly more tree 
growers and more pick-up sites being added 
to the cause. 

There are 10 drop-off locations just 
throughout New York. The New York 
association has 450 members, but there are 
still about 1,000 other small farmers that 
aren’t official members in the state as well. 

There is a total of 23 stops that Fed-Ex 
will make to drop off trees this season. 
That’s 18 more tree stops than last year. 

The increase has come from all of the eager 
tree farmers wanting to participate and 
contribute to the cause. 

The thought of a Christmas tree, a thank 
you card, or just a care package, changes 
morale more than anything. 

We have to make sure not to forget about 
the many men and woman risking their lives 
that need a little Christmas cheer too. 

Soldiers could use everything and 
anything for a little cheer. Many people send 
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Christmas packages every year. 

There was one particular soldier in Iraq 
that was sent a Christmas tree by members 
of his own church that belonged to the 
NCTA. 

It was just a little tree but the soldier 
decorated it, tied it up to the back of his 
truck, took pictures of him and his fellow 
soldiers, and sent the picture home. 

The soldier wrote a letter to his church 
thanking them for spreading Christmas 
cheer all throughout his camp. Everyone at 
the camp was grateful. 

Each soldier, and the families of the 
soldiers, would much rather have their 
soldiers home for the holidays. Even though 
that can’t happen, the feeling can still be 
there for each of them, thanks to foundations 
like this, always looking out for the people 
that risk their lives to protect us everyday. 

We are thankful all the time for what they 
do. But this time of the year lets be extra 
appreciative and let them know how much 


we Care. 


FACT 
OPINION 


1 in 5 The number of children 
in America who live in poverty 


“That's pretty high. The 
government should take 
a bigger role in beating 
poverty.” 


-sophomore Sean Ward 


26 million The number of 
legal abortions performed in 
the world each year. 


“I think it’s wrong because 
if you get pregnant you 
should have to deal with 
the consequences.” 


-junior Chelsea Grotrian 


-source: New York Public Interest 
Research Group; The Center for Biotheti- 
cal Reform 


Does the dress code affect academics? 


YES 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 


classrooms surrounded by many different races, maturity 
levels, and definitions of what they think is appropriate for a 
school setting. 

While sitting in a classroom students should be learning and 
focusing on the subject of the class they’re in. However, with the 
modern focus on who is wearing what and styles changing each 
season, attention is being put forward somewhere else. Clothes. 

Northrop has recently enforced a code regarding no holes in 
pants and no flip-flops in the winter season. If students dont follow 
these rules, then they will either spend the day in the office until 
somebody can bring them a change of clothing, or they will be sent 
home. 

Bruins aren’t happy about this new change to the dress code, 
because they can’t wear what they want, when they choose. 


E ight a.m. The bell rings and Bruins are sitting in their 


Understandably enough, nobody likes to be told that they can’t wear. 


But when attention is being drawn to inappropriate places on the 
body, things like where the holes are placed on the clothing, does 
become a big issue and shouldn’t be seen at school. Also, it isn’t 
necessary to wear flip-flops in the dead cold of winter when there is 
snow on the ground. 


Then, when these kinds of things are seen at school guys and girls 
are focusing on the opposite sex and not what the teachers are trying 


to teach. When things such as clothing becomes a distraction, that 
means that clothing and dress codes need 

to become a little stricter even if it doesn’t 
seem fair. 

Why is it fair for the students who 
come to school wanting to learn have to 
be distracted by those who can’t follow 
a simple rule that’s being enforced at 
Northrop? 

Not only does it cause distractions for 
students, but also teachers have to take 
out of class to send students to the office. 
The class also gets off task so therefore it 
becomes even tougher for teachers to get 
their students back on task. With a four 
period day, teachers have to cram a full year 
curriculum into 18 weeks. 

Bruins are very lucky that the school 
board doesn’t make students change 
completely to a uniform. However, if a 
uniform is something that is needed it’s a 
good idea. If this is the change that is going 
to be the most effective for the future of our 
education’s it is a very good idea to make 
the dress codes stricter. 

Obviously, the way Bruins are dressing 
for school is effecting our education. 
Otherwise, the school board members 
wouldn’t have made this new rule that they 
thought was necessary. So if Bruins don’t 
want anymore changes to the way the way 
that the dress code is now, they need to 
respect the dress codes even if it doesn’t 
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NO 


JUSTIN MEENAGH 


chool uniforms are becoming more and more popular in 

schools throughout America and dress codes continue to 

become stricter. It’s easy to see why they would be, but do 
they really affect academics? 

No, of course not, how could it? Northrop has just made a 
new rule that prohibits Bruins from wearing shorts or flip-flops 
in school. There has not been any explanation why the rule was 
made or how it would help. 

But saying this would improve academics would be like saying 
a student would have done better on a test if they had been 
wearing pants instead of shorts, or shoes instead of flip-flops. 

According to the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals (NASSP) a school dress code greatly affects student 
academic performance, however they never said how it would. 

Dress codes are felt by many to create a feeling of safety in 
schools and prevent gang activity and violence, but many people 
do not think of them as a way to improve academic achievements. 

Also, I know a person who comes to Northrop who has had 
problems with the dress code before and they aren’t having any 
academic problems. In fact, this person is an honor student, and 
they have never had any problems with the administration other 
than some dress issues. 

Others have said that they once went to a school where 
uniforms were required and later went to a school that did not 
require uniforms and that their GPA was 
no different at the new school than the 
previous one. 

The fact is that students are not going 
to be so distracted with what they or 
another student is wearing that they 
are going to perform badly on tests or 
any other school work. It’s not going 
to matter whether they wear shorts or 
pants, shoes or flip flops, or holy pants. 

Dress codes can help control gang 
activity in school by making it more 
difficult for them to identify with other 
members, and they can also help create 
equality among students by limiting 
stereotyping and judging others by what 
they wear. They can prevent indecent 
dressing, outfits that expose underwear 
and/or private body parts or clothes 
with obscene statements or pictures, but 
this can still take away from student’s 
creativity and individualism. 

However, if schools really want to 
improve academics, then they need to 
focus on more remediation classes, more 
on certain subjects students have been 
known to struggle more on, and getting 
more school materials to help teachers 
teach their classes. These are things that 
effect student’s education, not the dress 
code. 
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HIGHER 
GROUNDS 


Bring in Open mic night 
. ali 
this ad St. Joe Village 

for Mondays 
7:30pm-9:30pm 
$1 OFF 
-acoustic guitar 
-any beverage purchase- - JaZZ 


during any open mic night -piano 
good thru Jan. 6th! 


-with or without 
vocals 


6122 St. Joe Center Road 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46835 
(Corner of Maplecrest & St. Joe Center Roads) 


MALIBU 
TANNING 


5954 STELLHORN ROAD - 260-492-0477 


Home of the BEST student 
tanning specials in Ft. Wayne! 


20 minute session in a Super Bed 
4.00 - Any time - Any day (with student 1D) 


All upgrades 1/2 price through January 15th. 
PE Sok - eles Weer 


&} LGUWLALR) SLGSIGIUS 


LOR) S800 
GUPED REDS GXLY 


expires January 30th, 2007 


#1 STOP FOR WINTER BREAK FUN 


LASER TAG 
-9,000 square feet arena- 
-30 packs- 

-2 levels- 


ARGABE 
-Dance Dance Revolution- 
[retro 5th mix] 

-Silent Scope 2- - 
-Dynamo Air Hockey- 
-Star Wars Trilogy- 


South of Glenbrook Mall 
Next to Target 


244 Fernhill Ave. 


Northrop High School 
Winter Break Special! 
Bring this coupon in 
Dec. 21, 2006-Jan. 7, 2007 


And GET 1 FREE GAME 
when a regular game is purchased 


SAVE $7! 


Ft. Wayne, IN 
484-1350 


www.lazerxtw.com 


coupons available 


Sdiacch kat 
Re Rscoe" 
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PHONE (260) 489-9626 


(260) 489-6682 Vi A L l Ee U 
Feuer Net, TANNING 


A FULL SERVICE FLORIST 


5954 STELLHORN ROAD - 260-492-0477 
WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 


WE WILL HAVE HOT NEW 
BULBS COMING SOON!! 


20 minute session in a Super Bed 
$4.00 - Any time - Any day (with student 1D) 


PB SPORTS ae 


The Ultimate Paintball Store!! Beginner and expert 
gear always in stock. Come see our wide selection. 


All upgrades 1/2 price through January 15th. 
Or. 1. Lee 
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LOR) $8.00 
GUPED REDS GXLY 


We Now Carry Airsoft Equipment! 


Visit The Showroom: (260) 471-4334 
821 W. Coliseum Blvd. www.pbsports.com 


Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
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fo Make a check payable to NORTHROP YEARBOOK for the total amount --CASHACCEPTED TOO i 
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NORTHROP YEARBOOK -OR- 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


Senior Adam Bishop is accepted into 
West Point Military Academy 


Cover Story: Excuses, excuses, 
excuses: WB? examines the ridicu- 
lous excuses students give 


The gymnastics team 
started their season 
against South Side 
on Jan. 8. They won 
97.625 10173. 


Boys’ Swim and Dive 


Q & Awith gymnasts senior Megan 
Orendorff and junior Marissa Boon 


TV shows out on DVD 


Tyrese and Switchfoot CD reviews 


Fact /Opinion: Check out the stats 
and what Bruins think 


Pro/Con: Are parents too 
irresponsible? 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING 
NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF 
SAID WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, 
INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LETTERS 
TO ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH AND 
APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL OR PER- 


“We’re becoming 
stronger with every shat TACKS eee geal cratnerin or 
routine.” 


-junior gymnast Marissa Boon 
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Bishop accepted to top military school in nation 


Senior Adam Bishop accepted, will be attending West Point 


KATELYN BUTLER 


unior year started off all the letters, 

essays, and resumes that were needed for, 

now senior, Adam Bishop to get into the 
chool of his dreams. 

All the essays and resumes that were 
sent to Senator Richard Lugar, Senator Evan 
Bayh, and Congressman Mark Souder were 
an attempt to get in to one of the top military 
schools in the country, WestPoint Academy. 
In order to even make an attempt, one must 
have a recommendation from an officer of 
the state. Luckily enough, Bishop received 
his from Senator Lugar. 

Bishop was always interested in going 
into a military school. Bishop knew exactly 
what he wanted. But did not choose 
WestPoint right off the bat. The Air Force 
was included in his first interests. 

When Bishop was in eigth grade, his 
sister was accepted to WestPoint. And there 
sparked the first views of what he really 
wanted to pursue. He got to know the school 
so well from visiting with family during his 
sister’s preparations. 

Finally reaching his junior year, Bishop 


He’s off to West 
Point: Though 
very hard to get 
into, senior Adam 
Bishop landed the 
senator 
recommendation 
needed and other 
requirements for 
acceptance into 
the nation and 


world’s top 
military academy. 
Right, Bishop with 
his admission 
certificate. 
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was able to open up his “file” with the 
academy. His file included everything 
imaginable: his grades, extracurricular, and 
even physical fitness tests. 

WestPoint had to know everything there 
was to know about Bishop. 

“Part of the test of getting in is showing 
that you are motivated enough by sticking 
with your application process for such a 
long time,” said Bishop, “They want to see 
how bad you really want it.” 

Another part is teacher help. Bishop 
had several teachers helping in order to 
receive scholarship chances and just plain 
write letters of recommendations in order to 
support him.Athletic Director, Robert Shank 
was around to administer the physical test 
for Bishop. Just the basic mile-run, shuttle- 
run, and push-ups. All important strength 
and endurance tests that would be needed 
for his basic training. 

Because of running Cross-Country under 
supportive Coach Barrie Peterson for four 
years, the running part was no problem at 
all. 

Peterson was a major influence for 
Bishop and was even included in writing a 
recommendation letter. 

“T learned a lot from 
Coach Peterson, and not just from Cross 
country, but about life in general. He taught 
he a lot about dedication and commitment,” 
said an admirable Bishop. 

On Dec. 5", Bishop received his long 
awaited acceptance letter in the mail along 
with a card to verify he accepted. And 
Bishop of course signed it and sent it back 
right away. 

With everyone around him being excited 
and proud, Bishop can’t help but be excited 
himself. No nervousness at all. 

“With my sister having already went 
there, I know a lot about what to expect,” 
said Bishop, “I’m not nervous at all. With 
everyone being top-notch at the school, I 
know that everyone is going to be reliable to 
count on for help anytime. 
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Bishop is not taking anything 
for granted. He is receiving a full ride, 
four years. A total of almost $300,000. The 
only thing that Bishop will be paying for 
is uniforms and books, but since he gets a 
paycheck every week, it will be coming right 
out of that. 

“Beast( basic training) sounds like a lot of 
fun. I’m very ready for it,” said Bishop. 

Though Bishop will miss his family, 
friends, and of course girlfriend, he is very 
excited and ready to start. 


“With my 
sister 
having 
already 
gone 
there, | 
know a 
lot about 
what to 
expect.” 


-Adam Bishop 


Bruin ISTEP scores in 


Overall percent passing down a bit 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


he results are in. 
During the month of September, all 
freshmen and sophomores took the 
state-required ISTEP test. 

With only an overall 63.2 percent of 
Northrop students passing, it is below last 
year’s average of 66.9 percent. 

“They (test scores) could have been 
better. I’m concerned about English because 
they went down. We’re trying to figure 
out what happened,” said principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 

A disaggregation summary report 
breakdown shows that out of the 459 white 
students tested, only 326 passed. Thirty-four 
Hispanics were tested with 14 passing. Only 
39 African-American students passed out of 
Pa 

On Dec. 21, 2006, the Indiana Board of 
Education released a statement concerning 
the ISTEP results. Their statement showed 
that no improvement was made in the 
English and math portions. 


“The state department determines what 
the cut score will be. Every year they set 
different standards,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

The Indiana boad also stated that for the 
third year in a row, 70 percent of students 
statewide in grade 3 to 10 passed the English 
exam and 73 percent passed the math 
portion. 

An article posted on www.doe.state. 
in.us stated that after Indiana changed 
its standards in 2000, it has the toughest 
academic standards, accountability system, 
and tests then any other state in the nation. 
Indiana has also consistently received 
national recognition for this achievement. 

There are roughly 420 students, at 
Northrop who took the test, that receive free 
or reduced lunches. Only 38 percent of these 
sophomores passed and only 52 percent of 
these freshmen passed. 

“The issue for Bruins is reading. We knew 
from the get-go that it was the problem,“said 
Ahlersmeyer. 
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“The issue for Bruins 
is reading. We knew 
from the get-go that 
was the problem.” 


-principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 
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Erendrake’s last call 


The deadline for submitting original 
student works to Erendrake is Feb.1. 

To get entry forms from all language 
teachers. All literary work should be 
turned in to Deb Brabander and Terry 
Springer. All artwork should be turned 
into Annette Leeuw. Work considered 
will include any art, paintings, 
photography, sculptures as well as 
literary pieces, such as poetry and short 
stories. 

Erendrake is advised by English 
Teachers, but mainly ran by Springer 
but also by other students. Some of 
the staff members thus far include 
Freshmen Adrienne Bogard, Zak Rouse 
Sophomores Becca Freed,Sam Caroulus, 
Seniors Eva Caroulus, Samantha 
Dangler, Adam Garland, Loren Russell. 
Freshman Zak Rouse. 

“We discuss the submittions and 
then decide quality of the work,” said 
Springer. 

Not all work that is submitted; there 
is a selection process for the staff. The 
staff reads the stories, discusses the 
quality, the appropriateness and the 
number of submissions by one person. 

“There is a deadline for work, but we 
can be a little lenient,” said Springer. 


Cafeteria to decorate 


The Northrop cafeteria will be 
undergoing some redecorating shortly. 
These new student-based improvements, 
according to administrators, will include 
the main lunch lines being named by 
students. 

“We're going to add some graphics from 
students. Our students have been doing 
some really great things, and we haven't 
had much of a chance to boast about it,” 
said principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

The idea of naming the lunch lines came 
from the ideas of assistant principals David 


(ova and Kevin Demerell. 


Charisma places third 


Charisma team was third runner up in 
their weekend competition. 

“We had a really sweet show and 
performed well,” said sophomore Joe 
Weingartner. 

The team is beginning to prepare for their 
upcoming February 3" competition. Before 
each competition the whole team comes 
together, crosses arms and begin chanting 
“Northrop Charisma.” 

“ After each performance you have this 
feeling that you jus put on a really great 
show,” said Weingartner. 


Winter play announced 


The new upcoming winter play 
promises to be a comedic delight. The 
play is called The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare giving a glimpse from 
each of Shakespeare’s plays. 

There will be fifteen actors, playing 
several different roles. 

The comedy, consists of good-humored 
mocking of all of Shakespeare’s plays. 

“It’s a ‘spoof’ of Shakespeare’s plays 
and it will be ‘wacky’,” said director Tim 
Miller. 

The play will be shown Friday and 
Saturday, February 16" and 17". 
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Dance takes three firsts 


On Jan. 13, at Portage high school, 
Northrop’s dance team rounded placed first 
in jazz, and second in lyrical,hip-hop and 
large ensemble. 

In the individual small ensemble 
competitions were seniors Samantha Tyner, 
Monica Williams and Jada Zieg all placed 
first, with Zieg also placing second in solo. 

“T would say that our main focus is to 
reach our maximum potential, have them 
(the dancers) perform to their best ability,” 
said dance team instructor Lisa Helmuth. 

The next competition is on Jan. 27 at 
Northrop, starting at 8:30. 
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“| said that 
| pooped 
my pants.” 


-senior John Scott, on an 
excuse he used to leave 
school early 
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CLINT SPAHR 
BRITTAINY ELLIS 
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there are 
excuses Bruins use. 


(as to why they are 


late.) 
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orthrop Attendance, how may 

[help you?,” is how Northrop 
attendance secretary Karen Didion 
answers the Northrop attendance 
line. 

With Didion’s job excuses on 
why a student won't be at school, 
is to be expected. 

When a student is absent the 
parent of the Bruin is suppose to 
call that day or the next and report 
them being absent for whatever 
reason. 

However, Bruins and their 
friends are now calling themselves 
absent. Some (Bruins) are coming 
to school then leaving with differ- 
ent excuses. 

“T said that I pooped my pants,” 
said senior John Scott, one of 
many Bruins that have admitted to 
skipping school. “I got the excuse 
from one of my friends that goes to 
Snider.” 

Some excuses are lamer then 
others and some are riding the fine 
line of being believable. Some Bru- 
ins say it’s all about how believ- 
able someone makes themselves. 
If someone is known for being a 
liar then chances are a teacher will 
be less likely to believe a crazy 
excuse. 

“My friend said his dog died 
and they were burying it and they 
were having a funeral procession 
for it. The teacher believed him. 
He didn’t come until like 10:30,” 
senior Brad Darnall said while re- 
calling the lamest excuse he’s ever 
heard. 

That was just one of many 
excuses that has been told. Not 
only are Bruins able to leave 
school with excuses like pooping 
themselves, they (Bruins) even 
are learning the different tricks 
on what time to leave school and 
what time to get back. 

“IT know some ways that stu- 
dents can come into school and 
leave without being counted tardy, 
it’s really not that hard,” said 
senior Brandon Garr, who also has 
admitted to skipping school. 

“My excuse was I was abducted 
by aliens and they did things to 
me, but I just chilled at home that 
day,” said senior Ryan Annis. 

Many Bruins have come up 
with crazy excuses however, the 
craziest reason was that a Bruin, 
that will remain anonymous, was 
marked tardy for going down to 
the courthouse to pet married, 
according to the attendance list. 
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EXCUSES, EXCUSES 


“The most outrageous excuse I ever used was that I left 
it (homework) at my church, which I also said burned 
down,” said Stayer. 
Some might need time to come up with an explanation 
of that type, Stayer claims it comes naturally to him. 
“I just made it up on the fly, because I’m smooth like 
that,” he said. 
The lie didn’t succeed, despite Stayer’s efforts to keep it 
afloat. 
“I was ready to do a lot to get away with it,” said Stayer. 
. “Twas even going to make a fake newscast to help my 
story.” 


“The best excuses or craziest ones are usu- 
ally just something to do with being sick. Like 
saying you have explosive diarrhea,” said 
senior Todd Stone. 

“I think most students just use the 
excuse to their parents ‘I’m sick’ or ‘I 
just don’t want to go to school’,” said 
junior Chelsea Franklin, who added 
her input to a discussion over 
craziest reasons for not com- 
ing or skipping school. 
4 Stayer failed the as- 
signment, but there 
" were more consequenc- 
es for his attempts than 
just one failure. 
“The teacher didn’t 
believe me anymore 


But when I made up excus- 
then es,” said Stayer. “That was 
Bruins kind of bad because I didn’t 
get creative really like to do a whole lot in 
and will that class.” 


even get more 
personal and 
use their own 
family members 
to skip school. 
“T have also said 
that my grandma fell 
down the steps and I 
needed to take care of 
her,” said Annis. 
While trying to talk to 
Bruins many were more 
than willing to admit to 
skipping school. However, the 
biggest problem is that Bruins 
don’t want to get caught by admin- 


Stayer is, of course, not the only 
student who doesn’t always com- 

plete assignments, or simply forgets 
to turn them in. 

Social studies teacher Jon Miller isn’t 
Ne Stayer’s teacher, but he has dealt with 
a few excuses here students making excuses before. 
and there to get out “Thad one kid tell me that he couldn’t 
of a sticky situation. —_ dg it because his friend got suspended 

I’ve left class early : ; : Bae 

for lopch anda hen and his books were in his locker,” said 

| came back | said social studies teacher Jon Miller. 

| had to go to the Miller has also encountered students 

See said who, like Stayer, went the extra dis- 
tance in attempting to cover their tracks 
and make their lie seem real. 

“One kid who didn’t do a research project had his friend call me, 


It wasn’t me! 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


istrators. and act like his dad,” said Miller. 
“T use to skip school all the time, but I haven’t done it this The ruse ultimately failed, but Miller had several other stories 
year,” said junior Cameron Baker. about students who attempted to cover up that they didn’t do 
So even though many Bruins admit to skipping they their assignments. Miller offered one possible explanation for 
won't always tell their craziest or best excuses because they students who make excuses. 
don’t want to get into trouble. “I think a lot of kids think teachers expect them to have an 
We have all told a fib or a lie at least once in our lives to excuse for not doing it,” said Miller. “They don’t want to admit 
maybe get out of a sticky situation, like homework. they didn’t do it, or instead they don’t understand it so they make 
“T usually just don’t have time to do my homework,” said a reason not to do it.” 
junior Jamie Stayer. Excuses can be found flying through Northrop daily. According 
Stayer is one of many Bruins who don’t always turn in their to Bruins, the most excuses heard are from students trying to keep 
homework. Stayer also isn’t timid about making up reasons a cell phone that a teacher is trying to take away. 
as to why it wasn’t done. Ring, ring, busted. 
“When I do have time I just don’t usually feel like doing Today cell phones have become a commonplace item to carry on 
it,” said Stayer. your person. 
Stayer’s explanations range from the mundane of simply Despite being an outright way of life for many, school regula- 
forgetting, too much more innovative causes. tions require Bruins put away their phones while in the school 
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building, even if students insist 
on bringing them. 

Despite this, some Bruins 
still try to find ways to use 
their phones in school, often 
with a story or excuse to go 
with. 

“(When I got my phone 
taken away) I said I need- 
ed to have my phone, because 
it has a calculator so I needed 
to use it for math class,” said 
senior Beverly Elcock. 

Elcock attempted to bypass 
the no cell phone policy by 
hiding out in the school rest- 
rooms while using it. 

The plan worked, for a while. 
“Tt was about two weeks 
before I got caught using my 
phone,” said Elcock. 

Elcock used her phone most- 
ly for texting while in school, 
but occasionally she would use 
it for actual calls. 

“T didn’t like using it for 
talking while in school, be- 
cause it makes a lot more noise 
so you're more likely to get 
caught,” said Elcock. 

While this may or may not be 
true it was the texting that got 
Elcock caught. 

“T was in the bathroom and 
I heard the door open but 
I didn’t turn around,” said 
Elcock. “Then the lady asked 
me to turn around and I’m just 
like, oh crap.” 

Despite being seemingly 
caught Elcock attempted to 
keep the phone from being 
taken. 

“T gave my excuse, but, it 
didn’t really work and she 
took it,” said Elcock. 

Elcock’s phone was taken 
away for a week before she 
was able to collect it from the 
office. 

“The school is terrible about 
taking phones,” said junior 
Justin Laughlin. 

“T was kind of mad when it 
got taken away, but there really 
wasn’t a whole lot I could do,” 
said Elcock. 

“So I just waited until I could 
go and get it back.” 

Since then Elcock has been 
careful to avoid a repeat inci- 
dent. 

“Tt really wasn’t fun not to 
have a phone for a week so | 
don’t use it during school,” 
said Elcock. “If I do use it I'ma 


3 
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lot more careful not to get caught.” 

When questioned why some 
students persist to regularly use 
phones in school and continue to 
make up crazy excuses, even after 
having them taken away, Elcock 
gave one possible answer. 

“I think they probably think 
they just won’t get caught this 
time,” said Elcock. 

Laughlin gave a different answer. 
“They bring them so they can text 
each other in class,” said Laughlin. 

So, now that some of the crazi- 
est, and most efficient excuses 
have been exposed in the open, 
teachers might start to catch on, 
so fellow Bruins, before saying 
the dog ate your homework you 
might want to think twice! 
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“| WAS LOOKING FOR MY BOOKS.” 


“MY LOCKER WAS JAMMED.” 


What? Myrdog ate m 


itamight-look like when 
“a student triés to turn 
in late work along with a 
lame excuse. 


TOP EXCUSES BRUINS USE 


“| WAS COMING BACK FROM ANTHIS AND THE BUS 


WAS LATE.” 
“I’M NOT LATE, I’M NEVER LATE.” 
“ALL THE CLOCKS ARE DIFFERENT.” 


“THE STAIRS WERE JAMMED PACKED.” 


“MY MOM AND DAD DROVE ME AND THEY MADE ME 


LATE.” 


-source: assistant principal Dave West 
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Makin’ 
Splash , 


JULIE NGUYEN 


his season has already started off with a 

bang; the boys’ swim and dive team have 
been almost undefeated so far with a score of 
7-1 with only a loss from Carroll so far since 
the season started. 

Before the SAC, Foellinger said, “We're 
feeling pretty confident about it and 
practicing hard.” 

Kurt Foellinger was hoping for the team 
to get first place at SAC even though they 
placed second on Saturday, January 13 
behind Bishop Dwenger. 

Someone to look out for this year is Curtis 
Chaney, a junior who can hold his own 
against seniors like Foellinger, Jeff Remster 
and Dustin Faurote. 

Chaney is used to the attention though 
because even last year as a sophomore he 
was breaking records in the regular season 
like the 100 and 200 free and the 400-medley 
relay. He even broke two of the SAC records 
in freestyle. 

“T didn’t realize I even had any attention 
towards me this year,” Chaney said. 

Foellinger has nothing to say about 
Chaney except good things. “I think all of 
the attention is pretty good for him and he 
does do a lot for the team.” 

Even though, for right now, the boys’ 
swim and dive team seems unbeatable, the 
Foellinger and Chaney still feel like they 
need to improve in certain areas to better 
themselves and ultimately the team. 

“1 think I’ve got to go faster on 
breaststroke which is something I have 
to work on. I was on it last year but I still 


“| feel we’re pretty 
confident about the 


season, and hopefully we 
can get a first-place finish 


at SAC.” 


-senior Kurt Foellinger 
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Boys’ swimming makes noise 
in SAC by looking toward 
their seniors, along with 
Chaney i 


A 


need to get better. 
There’s always room 
to improve,” said 
Foellinger. 

Chaney agrees 
with the same 
mentality of 
Foellinger. “I want to 
beat my own goals. I 
feel like I have to be 
faster, better.” 

Because they lost 
the SAC to Bishop 
Dwenger who 
finished first, the 
boys’ swim and dive 
team are practicing 
hard to get them 
in the sectionals. 
Chaney, though, 
won both of his 
events and set a new 
record in the 200-free 
for the SAC. 

For Chaney, this 
season is one of his 
personal bests and 
he has set goals for 
himself already. 

“We are trying 
to get relays down 
to state because we are close to beating 
Dwenger and we want to try to beat them in 
sectionals,” said Chaney. 

The swimmers showed they belong at the 
top in a meet against Bluffton, which they 


freestyle with a time of 512.38. 


“T want to get relays down 
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Stayin’ afloat: Sophomore Chase 
Nuenshwander swims through 
another meet in pace. 

_ Bottom: The Bruins are going 
hard off the blocks with only one 
loss in the SAC, which was to 
Dwenger in a dual meet against 
Snider and Dwenger. 


to state and beat out Dwenger in the SAC.” 
Chaney also has high hopes for this 
season. “As for me, I think I’ll do pretty well 
and I think we'll do pretty good.” 
Their next big meet coming up is the 
sectional held at South Side Pool on Feb. 15 
and 17. 


Orendorff, Boon look to lean on 
experience for gymnastics success 


MICHAEL HAYNES 


Geer co-captain Megan Orendorff and 
junior leader Marissa Boon already have 
awards behind their belts. 

Last year, Orendorff won the mental at- 
titude award and tied for the MVP award. 
Boon also won the most improved award. 

Now, these girls and the whole team are 
practicing hard to make it to state this year. 

The team started their season January 8th 
against South Side and won 97.625 to 73. 

“97 (team’s score) was a good starting 
point,” thought head coach Kim Coak. 

WB? How does the gymnastics team look 
this year? 

MO: I think we’re going to be good. We have 
a couple freshmen that are really good and 
some upperclassmen. 

MB: It looks really good. There’s a lot of 
potential. We improve a lot everyday. 

WB? Do you think the team is stronger this 
year than last? 

MO: Yeah, because of the freshmen that 


came. 


MB: I think this year we’ re taking it a little 
more serious. 

WB? How do you feel having everyone 
returning from last year? 

MO: The returning girls are really, really 
close; they’re like family. 

MB: I feel good. 

WB? What are you doing to prepare for 
the upcoming season? 

MO: We practiced for three hours a day 
during (winter) break and stay after 
school really late. 

MB: We’re working really hard. Everyone 
works together to make everyone better. 
WB? Which teams stand in your way for 
a big postseason run? 

MO: Snider, Dwenger and Concordia. 
MB: Snider, Dwenger and Concordia. 
WB? What is the team working on right 
now? 

MO: We’re working on doing new tricks 
and sticking to our routines. 

MB: Becoming stronger with every rou- 
tine. 

WB? How well do you think the team 
will do in upcoming meets? 
MO: Dina (Petridis, co-cap- 
tain) and I hope to make it out 
of sectionals and regionals as 
a team. 

MB: We want to reach above 
the 100’s (team’s score). 

WB? What is your favorite 
event? 

MO: It’s beam. Ever since I 
was little I liked it because it 
has the most risk. 

MB: Bars and beam are my 
favorite. 

WB? What events did you 
place higher in last year? 
MO: Beam and floor are my 
best. 

MB: Bars, I always have 
placed higher in bars. 

WB? How are you doing 
personally this year? 

MO: I’m doing pretty good. 

I don’t usually do bars, but I 
did bars yesterday and I got a 
good score. 

MB: I think I am improving a 
little bit. 


Balancing Up: Junior Marissa 
Boon (left) along with senior 
Megan Orendorff (right) at- 
tempt to lead gymnastics this 
season with experience. Senior 
Dina Petridis, will also be there 
for the lady Bruins throughout 
the season. 
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The heart of 
the Fort reborn 


ust when you thought that the Memorial 
Stadium was good enough, things 
changed. The city of Fort Wayne has decided 
to build a new minor league baseball 
stadium around Jefferson Boulevard, 
Harrison, Brackenridge, and Ewing streets. 
From the pictures posted in the Journal 


Gazette, the stadium 
O U t O £ looks better than the 
Bounds 


Wizards stadium that 

is standing tall now. 

It will hold 5,000 
= permanent seats, then 
more additional seating 
such as on grass hills, 
and standing room 
over the left field wall. 

The thing that 

will make the stadium 
better than last on top 
of everything else, is 
the view of downtown 
Fort Wayne. Past the 
center field wall, you 
see the top of the 
courthouse, and the 
other buildings downtown. Even though 
the Fort doesn’t have much of a skyline, this 
stadium will bring out any building that 
stands tall. 

The best part though is this baseball 
stadium is more than just that. It will include 
a hotel, which will help with the tax dollars 
for the city, which will help pay back money 
for the renovations, but no one cares about 
that. 

But if this stadium idea comes through, 
and Fort Wayne sees more to its “downtown 
renovations”, how can we just up and leave 
the old Memorial Stadium. 

Most of us grew up around that stadium, 
being a little kid and looking forward to 
going to a Wizards game. Wanting to see 
how fast you throw in the broke machine 
that cost $5 for 3 throws. Then, of course the 
$4.50 drinks that were filled with all ice, and 
hardly any drink. But don’t worry, the new 
stadium will have that again. 

So, even thought we can finally see 
the city clean up the downtown streets, 
and getting a chance for us to see a brand 
new stadium unvealed, it will be hard to 
leave the old one, but times are a changin’, 
according to Bob Dylan. 

Well the Super Bowl is finally here. 
According to Tony Dungy, “We would just 
like to play the game in Fort Wayne”. Which 
would be nice, but where? I have to stay 
loyal with the Colts, and go with Peyton to 
bring a Super bow! title to Indianapolis. 


NICK 
EHLERDING 
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Young guns lead 
girls’ swim and dive 


For the 
girl’s swim and 
dive team, the 
season is already 
turning out to be 
one of their best 
so far. They’re 
already aiming 
for third place at 
the SAC behind 
competitors 
Dwenger and 
rival Snider. 

“The SAC 
is coming up 
on Saturday, 
January 13 and 
the sectionals are 
on February 1“ so 
we're definitely 
excited about 
that.” Sophomore Carly Mirwaldt said. 

In their last meet, they lost to 
Columbia City by 102-82. “We had a 
good fight but we ended up losing to 
them on Monday,” said Mirwaldt who 
finished the 200 freestyle with a time of 
23131, Some of the girls’ swim and 
divers to watch out for are sophomores 
Emily Welles, Emily Hollenburg and Tori 
Schendel. 

In the meet against Bluffton high 
school at the South Side Natatorium, 
individual winners included those of 
sophomore Jamie Curtis with a first place 
finish in diving with a score of 224.2. 
Sophomore Emily Hollenberg came home 
with two first place finishes in the 100 
butterfly (1:08.33), and the 100 backstroke 
(1:10.74). 


eka 


School of Bruins: The 
girls’ swim team has 
swam to a third-place 
finish in the SAC. 


Flaugh, Griffis bowling 
strong at 7-1 


The boys’ bowling team holds the best 
record in the state at 7-1 coming off a 
huge win against Snider in which senior 
Ryan Flaugh bowled a perfect 300 point 
game and has been averaging 211 points 
per game, third in the conference, as the 
all-senior team continues to bow] it up. 

“We have a good team who knows 
how to bowl, a lot of experience here,” 
said head coach Rick Flaugh. 

Senior Mark Griffis looks to be a top 
player with him being state’s top ten 
bowlers and is second in conference 
averaging 215 points per game. 
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Wrestling pins rival 
Snider 40-31 


The Bruin wrestling team pinned down 
long time rival, Snider, with a score of 40-31 
at athe most recent wrestling meet.. 

“We wrestled very well and knew 
it'd be close, but in the end we won,” said 
head coach Andrew Shipe. 

Top players included seniors Ricky Barrett 
with a score of 130, Jared Pontius with a 
score of 145, and Todd Stone with a score 
of 152. Another top player was exchange 
student junior, Eric Seewald with a score of 
LS. 

In the beginning of the season the teams 
goal was to do well in the SAC tournament, 
which is coming up. In order to prepare for 
the meet they have been practicing harder 
and looking into the fundamentals of things. 

“We believe we will do well in the 
competition, and maybe even meet our goal 
of doing well,” said Shipe 


Boys’ basketball seeks 
win number 3 


Northrop’s boys’ basketball team is 
approaching the end of their season with 10 
of their 19 games already played. 

Northrop currently has a 2-9 season 
record, and a 0-5 conference record. 

“We hoped to pull some upsets in the 
holiday tournament.” said senior guard Bret 
Rahrer. 

Northrop lost in the first round Bishop 
Luers 55-66. The boys then tried to bounce 
back against South Side but were denied 
as they lost 75-40. The Bruins posted up 8 
points in the first half. 


Petridis helps gymnas- 
tics start up season 


The gymnastics team held their first meet 
against South Side and came out on top 
97.625 to 73. This meet was the official start 
of the season. 

“Tt was great. I was really happy with the 
score for the first meet,”said head coach Kim 
Coak. 

“It’s just a goal we have,” said Coak. 
“Especially when we started at 97.” 

In their meet against Dekalb, the girls 
defeated the Barons 99.25 to 93.6. Senior 
Dina Petridis grabbed a first place finish in 
the uneven bars, then again in the all-around 
with a score of 33.55. 
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Meredith leads 
hockey to 6-7-2 


With the end of the season 
approaching the hockey team only has 5 
games left. 

In a game against Snider the team 
kept it close with a 4-4 tie. Leading their 
record to 6-7-2. 

Snider is one of the harder teams that 
Northrop has played this year and also 
one of the best teams in the league. 

With the loss of Adam Louge the team 
needed something else to help them 
through the season. 

Having a new set of freshman this 
year, the team found their help, freshman 
wing Ryan Meredith. 

“Tt feels kind of good since the seniors 
respect me more,” said Meredith. 

Coming up to the end of the season 
means that state isn’t to far away as they 
lean towards a third straight state title. 


Gray puts girls’ 
basketball at 3-11 


The girl’s basketball team currently 
holds a record of 3-11 after a holiday 
tournament game with a win against 
North Side. The girls then fell in the 
second round to South Side. 

“We need to improve defensive effort, 
especially rebounding,” said head coach 
Gregory Rahrer. 

Players such as seniors Kiera Gray and 
Dilena Lipsey, and freshman Pre Reese 
lead the team. 

“We aren’t scoring many points and 
our shooting percentage is low,” said 
Rahrer. 


Boys’ Swim and Dive 
swims high in SAC 


Halfway through the season, the Boys’ 
Swim & Dive team is still remaining 
to swim hard and maintain there high 
ranking in the SAC. 

An early SAC meet this past Jan. 13 
placed the Bruins 2™ behind Bishop 
Dwenger. 

Since the season started, the boys’ are 
currently 8-1, with their only loss coming 
from Carroll at the begging of the season. 

There are many tough SAC meets still 
up ahead for the boys’. They have still 
yet to face Snider and Dwenger for the 
regular season meet. 


Top 10 


Top DVD Sales of ‘06 


Harry Potter and The Goblet of 
Fire -Warner Home Video 


The Chronicles of Narnia: 
The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe 

-Disney / Buena Vista 


Cars 
-Disney /Buena Vista 


Pirates of the Carribbean : 
Dead’s Men Chest 
-Disney / Buena Vista 


Wedding Crashers 
-Warner Home Video 


King Kong 
-Universal 


Walk the Line 
-20th Century Fox 


Over the Hedge 
-Paramount Home Video 
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Little Mermaid 
-Disney /Buena Vista 


9. 
1 Chicken Little 
e -Disney Buena Vista 


-source: Nielsen VideoScan, January 


Coming U 


Movies for ‘07 


-source: joblo.com (movie news site) 
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Good Shephard not done right 


IA movies: the adventure filled spy 

films we all know and love that 

always contain the promise of enough 
gun fights and explosive action to satisfy the 
whole family. 

But not this one. 

Directed by Robert De Niro, The 
Good Shepherd is a dark, boring rendition 
of the beginnings of the American Central 
Intelligence Agency, commonly referred to as 
the CIA. 

This movie was boring. Long and 
boring. To give you an idea of what it feels 
like to sit through this movie, try watching a 
couple Lord of the Rings movies back-to-back 
in one sitting, while hating your life, and 
that’s what it feels like. 

I couldn’t believe that a movie 
with such great acting could be so bad. With 
an all-star cast including William Hurt, 
Angelina Jolie, Joe Pecisi and Robert De Niro 
himself, this film is proof that great actors 
cannot save a poorly written movie. 

The star, Matt Damon, who plays a 
the founder of the CIA’s counter intelligence 
operations, Edward Wilson, gave one 
of the most spectacularly horrible static 
performances I’ve seen in awhile. 

He did his job well playing the part; 
the part was just bad. 

I’m sure the screenwriter Eric Roth 
would make the argument that the character 
was “intentionally” written to be boring and 
static, but that’s just ridiculous. 

This is the entertainment industry 
you're working in, not the make-me-want- 
to-stab-myself-because-this-movie-is-so- 
boring industry. 

It just dragged. Damon’s terribly 
written character played a big part, but I was 
mostly the pacing. As far as pacing goes this 
means one of three things. It was either: the 
editing, direction or the writing. 

I’ve gone over this numerous 
times in my head, and I have come to the 
conclusion that there was nothing wrong 
with the editing and De Niro’s direction was 
just fine. So that means that the award goes 
once again, to the script. 

As a screenwriter, I say Eric Roth 
should be shot. There is no excuse for 
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The Messengers Hannibal Rising Ghost Rider 
Because I Said So Norbit Bridge to Terabithia 
Rogue The Lives of Others Breach 
Daddy’s Little Girls 
Music and Lyrics 
Days of Glory 


Starter for Ten 
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Showtime 


writing a 3-hour movie about 
nothing. 

I don’t even care if he 
wrote Forest Gump, just get 
the shotgun. 

Just kidding. But seriously 
if you have a spare shotgun 
lying around the house, call 


NICK me. 

STIEBER All unnecessary violence 
aside, I did enjoy the 
historical aspects of the 

movie. 


Despite its flaws, the film does 
paint a vivid picture of what went into 
creating today’s CIA. 

I know most people won't agree, 
but I like historical movies—when they’ re 
done right. 

I liked learning about the basic 
timeline of what went on during the 
formation process. The fact remains that it’s 
nothing that couldn’t be learned in a book, 
with more valid information. 

All or most of the characters in this 
movie are based on real people, but anyone 
can tell, with even a little research, that 
these people being portrayed on screen are 
simply caricatures of historical figures. This 
alone basically renders the film’s impression 
of some kind of accuracy completely 
meaningless. 

For example, Hurt’s character 
Phillip Allen, based on Allen Dulles, the real- 
life director of the CIA during the Bay of Pigs 
invasion, was portrayed as a financial crook 
in the movie that was forced to resign due to 
his infidelities. 

In reality, Dulles did resign, but it wasn’t due 
to being a criminal, rather his involvement in 
the invasion’s humiliating failure. 

You would think that a movie about 
the Central Intelligence Agency would give 
you more reliable information. 

The bottom line is, if you are 
interested in learning more about the history 
behind the CIA don’t rely on Hollywood, 
read a book. 

And if you want to see some bad 
acting, skip Damon here, watch a Ben 
Affleck movie. 
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The Number 23 

Reno 911!: Miami 
Black Snake Moan 
The Astronaut Farmer 
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TV SHOWS ON DVD ARE HERE TO STAY 


TV on DVD trend may become more common than watching regular TV 


MATT JACKSON 


INezaee about every television show 
that had any sort of popularity has 
started to release its previous seasons on 
DVD, and they’re selling like wildfire. 

The second season of Chappelle’s Show 
holds the record for the fastest selling 
television show on DVD with 500,000 first- 
day sales and $1.2 million in first-week sales. 

Stores like Best Buy that carry videos and 
electronics now have entire aisles dedicated 
to TV shows on DVD for any consumer. 

Both new television shows such as the 
American version of The Office, and old 
shows like Seinfeld are now both on DVD. 

The new TV on DVD trend may seem 


strange to some, but it’s actually a pretty 
predictable step for television. 

A new study from Nielson Media 
Research indicated that 81.2 percent of 
United States households own a DVD player, 
which is an even higher than the number of 
American households who own the DVDs 
older brother, VHS. 

Everyone benefits from the television 
show going on DVD too. Actors, and 
producers, get a certain cut of the DVD sales 
based on the contracts they sign. 

Television shows on DVD also make 
programs like The Sopranos accessible to 


Rocky can still fight with the best of them 


NICK EHLERDING 


a same chant that comes in every 
movie, “Rocky! Rocky! Rocky!” just 
gets better with age. 

The newest movie by Sylvester 
Stallone, starts different, and is slower 
than the other Rocky movies. Rocky Balboa 
shows more of what his life his now. 

Rocky and Paulie (Burt Young) start 
out by exploring the old sights of each 
place where Rocky and Adrian (Talia 
Shire), Rocky’s wife, went to on their first 
date. But there was one problem, there is 
no Adrian in the movie. 

Then it all came together when they go 
to the cemetery. Adrian had passed away. 
So, no more of “Adrian!” After Rocky 
wins a fight anymore. It’s just Rocky. 

Rocky’s son, Rocky Jr. (Milo 
Ventimiglia) is all grown up, and is a 
successful business man. He has grown 
up from a ten year old child sitting at 
home while his dad fought Ivan Drago in 
Russia in Rocky IV. 

Rocky’s newest competitor comes from 
the undefeated, indisputed heavyweight 
champion of the world, Mason “The 
Line” Dixon (Antonio Tarver) who had 
been criticized for never fighting anyone 
that is a challenge. His record showed 
that at an undefeated 33-0. 

Balboa then has to go through the 
stuggles of allowing the Pennsylvania 
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Athletic Committee to give him a 
professional boxing license which was 
first denied then later granted. 

Rocky starts to train for the fight and 
then comes all the training in the gym; 
getting big for his first fight in ages. But 
his muscles never went anywhere, he 
appears to get bigger from his first five 
movies. Steroids maybe? 

Then comes the fight. Rocky had been 
bashed for climbing back into the ring, 
and trying to fight again, when no one 
believed he had a chance. But that didn’t 
stop the crowd from giving the famous 
ROCKY! chant, and booing Dixon when 
he came out and slid through the ropes. 

The fight started, and it appeared that 
Rocky never missed a day of training, 
giving it to the 30 year old world 
champion. Punch after punch, round after 
round, it looked as if Rocky had a chance. 
But he is in his fifties, there isn’t a chance 
he can win... or is there? 

Then after round ten, came the judges ~ 
decision. But Balboa didn’t seem to care, 
as he began to leave the ring. He proved 
his point that he can still fight with the 
best, and that he had done his last hurrah. 

The first judge scored it 95-94 Dixon, 
the second 95-94 Balboa, the third, well 
you are going to have to see the movie to 
find out. A 
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people who have a TV but don’t want to pay 
extra for broadcasting networks like HBO. 

With America growing more and more 
impatient, TV on DVD may be more 
convenient than watching the 
program itself when it airs on the 
broadcasting network. 

A show may come on at an inconvenient 
time for people, but if that show is on DVD, 
a person could watch the show anytime they 
wanted to. 

Buying or renting a DVD of a television 
program may cost more than buying blank 
videotapes to record the program. but DVDs 
the advantage of having much better quality 
than VHS tapes, and the DVDs are generally 
easier to keep track of than multiple 
videotapes. 

Fanatics of a TV show might be inclined 
to purchase DVDs of their favorite show to 
see the special features included on a DVD, 
like interviews with the cast and developers 
of a show, bonus footage, and commentary. 

DVDs are compatible with all sorts of 
media players, ranging from Playstations 
to laptops. Which means that even people 
without televisions can watch their favorite 
TV shows. 

Everyone benefits from the recent DVD 
craze, from actors on the show to the DVD 
duplication companies. 

TV on DVD sales have only gone up over 
the past years, and the forecast shows that 
these sales will continue to rise as more and 
more television shows come out onto DVD. 

It wouldn’t be surprising if online 
comedies and video series that are popular 
on sites like YouTube.com start appearing on 
DVD. 

Although new technologies like Blueray 
and other companies are going to try to 
steal some of the success the DVD has been 
having, TV on DVD isn’t going away or 
anywhere anytime soon. 


PRIEN- Ps 


Just some 
of the TV 
shows that 
have 
followed the 
TV into DVD 
trend that 
Seinfeld 
started. 


Switchfoot relates to all teens 


EMILY WEIGAND 


witchfoot’s new CD, 

Oh! Gravity, released 
early January 2007, is sadly 
incomparable to their former 
albums. 

This is the band’s fifth album 
with just five members as they 
continue to work up their way 
into the music business. 

The CD Oh! Gravity, featuring 
twelve new songs, sang of love, 
dreams, and memories. 

The rock-and-roll style shows 
up again but it seems to be the 
same old thing. The slow songs 
have the same beat and sound, 
just with different lyrics. 

There could be more vocal 


COURTESY OF EMILY WEIGAND 


Switchfoot’s new CD in Barnes & 
Nobles sales ranks #143. 


and instrumental differences. 


The instrumentals tend to drown 


out the singer’s voice and the 
lyrics and vocals are hard to 
understand sometimes. 

On a good note, when you 
can hear the lyrics, they are very 
good. They sing of problems 


with teens and young love. They 


speak of lost love and former 
loves. 


“American Dream,” the 


second track, mocks America’s 
new and more selfish dream, 


and tells the listener that’s its not 


the bands’ kind of dream. 


“Ts it true, would you do what 


I want you to, if Ishow up with 
the right amount of bling? This 


ain’t my American dream, I want 


to live and die for bigger things,’ 
is one of the lyrics. 

The love songs are easy to 
relate to because many people 
go through the same things 
they sing about, and many have 
strong feelings of love and for 
another person. 

These feelings could 
be found in track eight, “Head 
over Heels (In this Life)” One of 
the song lyrics are “In this life, 
you're my only one.” 

Switchfoot’s new CD Oh! 
Gravity isn’t Oh!-so entertaining, 
as former albums proved to be. 
Hopefully in their next album, 
Switchfoot will “switch feet,” 
and use some new variety in 
their music. C 


KATELYN STAYTON 


low, sexy and passionate 

Tyrese is back with a two- 
disk CD called Alter Ego which 
is a little different from any of 
his other albums. 

His first hit single on his first 
disc is called “One.” The song 
is about how he only needs 
one woman and is ready to get 
down on one knee. 

Tyrese’s first disc is what we 
are all used to, the love songs we 
all know from him. 

“Shawty come back to me,” 
is a song lyric about how he 
messed up and cheated on his 
girl and how he wants her back. 

On the second disc called 
Black-ty, they are more of rap- 
style songs. Tyrese is trying to 
do something new here which 
is rapping but it’s not working 
for him. 

On Black-ty he includes a 
lot of other featured artists. 

To name a few, David Banner, 
Lil Scrappy, Snoop Dogg and 
Kurupt. The rap artists are good 
and the beats are pretty tight. 

A pretty good song and my 
favorite on disc two is “Get It 
ints 


One of the song lyrics is 
“Pimping ain’t easy, but it’s 
wrong, I don’t want to be a lyric 
from this song,” and it’s also a 
sign of possibly wanting more 
out of life. 

Most of the songs on Alter 
Ego are inappropriate. A 


Tyrese only needs “One” CD 


parental advisory is the result, 
but it definitely gives you 
something to dance to. 

With Black-ty, the second 
disc, the bad thing is that 
the songs talk bad about 
woman most of the time by 
downgrading and disrespecting 
them and treating them more as 
an object. 

It's completely different 
from the first disc where he 
talks about love, passion and 
happiness. 

Black-ty is more about girl, 
shake that, do this. 

I probably wouldn’t 
recommend the CD to anyone. 
It wasn’t bad, but just not good 
enough to listen to everyday. B 


a TRESS! 


(.BLACH-TY] * 
ALTER EGO 


Tyrese’s Alter Ego sold 115,957 its first 
week and landed #23 on Billboard. 
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Freedom Writers inspired by true story, based well off book 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


very day is a fight for life. 
Making it to the next day is a 
victory, and dying for defending 


“your own” is considered an honor. 


Hilary Swank stars in this 
movie as a first year school teacher, 
playing Erin Gruwell. She chooses 


to start her first year at Wilson High 


in Long Beach, California. 
Wilson High used to be known 
for its outstanding academics but 


now is only known as being a place 


to avoid. 
Swank sees this as a challenge 


and she thinks that she can have 


an impact in these troubled 
students lives. 


They didn’t care about learning 


though. They were instead too 
worried about who was sitting 
next to them, and to make sure 


whoever was around them was in 


their “group.” 
Swank noticed none of the 


races would mix. They all sat in 


clumps together. 


After awhile, Swank gets them 
to warm up to each other and the 


racial tension slowly fades. 

Room 203 becomes a home 
and a safe place for these 
students. 

In the film Swank has the 
students write daily in a journal 
about whatever they want. 
Most choose to write about 
their life. 

The movie acts out some 
of the journal entries of their 
lives. As a final assignment the 
students type up their journals 
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and it becomes a book. 

This book (in real life) 
became known as the Freedom 
Writers, hence the name of the 
movie, was published in 1999. 

This is truly a great story 
to watch. It gets one thinking 
about the simple things in life 
that most take for granted. 
Personally its great they made 
a movie like this to open most 
naive eyes to how harsh life can 
be. B 
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Elmhurst, Ward closings inevitable in big FWCS plans 


STAFF 


Imhurst. It’s a small high school 
k in FWCS, an old one too. But 
soon it probably won't exist. 

That’s right, Elmhurst is going 
to be closed if new FWCS building 
proposals have their way. According 
to projected building plans and 
estimated costs, FWCS could be 
spending as much as $995 million, 
and no lower than $25 million on 
renovations and closings. The 
majority of this money will probably 
be paid for by the taxpayers. 

The top option would include 
closing six buildings, renovating 
44 existing buildings, and building 
around seven buildings to replace the 
ones that are closed in a period of over 
11 years. 

The majority of What's Bruin 
said that Elmhurst should not be 
closed, but just renovated, as they 
feel it would cost less than tearing 
it down along with other reasons. 
Sports editor Nick Ehlerding said it 
should stay, as it would affect sports 
schedules. 

“It’s gonna be weird not having it 
on schedule for sports because they’ve 
always been there. They should 
spend money just to have renovation 
done there,” said Ehlerding. 

There’s also the question of what 
will be done with the students already 
going to Elmhurst. It is planned that 
the senior class will be allowed to 
graduate from Elmhurst but the rest 
are most likely to be sent to Wayne, 
which also has a small student 
population, but has a large enough 
building to hold both the schools’ 
students. 

However most staff members feel 
it will be difficult for the Elmhurst 
students to adjust to the new building, 
schedule and teachers in Wayne. 

Some staff members feel that it 
wouldn't be too difficult to adjust 
and they would probably be used 
to it relatively soon. Also since the 
majority of students in Elmhurst 
would be sent to Wayne, it wouldn’t 
be like they didn’t know anyone there. 
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However, Elmhurst isn’t the only 
school that is likely to be torn down. 
FWCS has eight different plans for 
other schools, and in all but one of 
those plans not only would Elmhurst 
be destroyed, but Ward as well. 

Ward is used as an institute for 
“alternative education” for minors 
who have a history of behavioral 
problems, and in most cases have 
been arrested. These people cannot 
be returned to a normal high school 
due to the problems they have caused 
in the past and if Ward is torn down, 
there can be problems relocating these 
people. 

Most staff members said that the 
problem minors should be moved into 
Wood, another institute like Ward, 
however this would most likely lead 
to Wood becoming overcrowded. 
Another suggestion was for FWCS to 
keep the old Elmhurst building after 
closing and use it for other purposes. 

No matter what is done though, 
Elmhurst and Ward are both almost 
definitely going to be closed. 
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FACT 
OPINION 


9,245 How much more 
money a high school 
graduate makes a year than 
a high school dropout 


“That’s true, because 
you have to have a 
diploma.” 


-junior Sebina Husidic 


324,000 The number of 
women who received 
liposuction last year 


“Restaurants are too 
| bh] 


plentiful. 
-senior Nick Akey 


-source: Careerprospects.org; Board of 
Plastic Surgery 


New Year’s resolutions really hard to keep 


ell, it’s that time of year. January the 

month of new beginnings. Around this 
time of year most people make resolutions 
or guidelines that they plan to follow for the 
rest of the year. 

Most people usually resolve to work 
harder, become more organized, be a better 
person, and not to waste another year of 
their lives. 

However, even though January is the 
month of new beginnings, we can’t forget 
a well-known saying, “old habits die 
hard.” The majority of people who make 
resolutions don’t keep them very long, and 
probably the resolutions that people make 
and break the most often is to get in shape 
and be more healthy. 

Throughout the past decade, the issue 
of obesity has become increasingly more 
important. Most experts usually blame 
fattening foods and the image of models 
and celebrities in our society towards the 
high rates of people who are obese and 
overweight. Because of these standards 
people have turned weight loss programs 
and exercise machines into a million dollar 


Cloning ethics 


ne of the most interesting parts of the 

Michael Crichton novel Jurassic Park 
was the concept of cloned animals breeding. 
At the time science was years away from 
creating animals capable of successful 
procreation, now that goal has been reached. 

The world’s first non-sterile cloned cat 
was born in 2001. Aptly named Copy-Cat, it 
later became the mother of three kittens in 
2006. 

Prior to this, two cloned African wildcats 
had attempted mating in New Orleans, 
according to professor Duane Kraemer who 
oversaw the project. However, the status of 
any offspring is still unknown. On the other 
hand, Copy-Cat has received more publicity 
as a result of her being cloned at Texas A&M 
University, which has cloned more species 
than any other institute on Earth. 

This development, in both Copy-Cat and 
the African cats, is a major step forward in 
scientific research and further understanding 
the intricacies of DNA. 

This development opens the door for a 
wide array of possibilities for cloned tissue 
and other uses. Fully functioning organs 
could mean life or death for countless 
patients across the globe, without the 
difficult process of looking for donors. 

Sci-fi film plots aside the question 
becomes is cloning moral? For years the 


industry. But now, 
experts are saying that 
the most important 
weight loss tool is your 
head. 

Dr. Manny 
Alvarez is a columnist 
for FoxNews.com and 
has stated that when 
it comes to weight 
loss programs, “if 
something is to good 
to be true, it probably 
is.” Most people try 
to find the fastest and 
easiest way to become 
healthy, but there are 
no quick fixes when it 
comes to weight loss. 
The best way to shed those extras pounds is 
through sensible weight reduction programs, 
consisting of diet and exercise. 

In another article from Foxnews.com, 
a persons living environment can have a 
drastic effect on the weight of the person. 
Adults that live with children tend to eat 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


more fat than grown-ups in kid-free homes. 

No matter what causes people to be 
overweight, celebrities and even the media 
are trying to help. The media portrays thin 
women and muscular men as the norm. 
Celebrities are now using the media to help 
people who are overweight and obese, by 
sharing their secrets to staying what the 
media would call “the perfect shape.” 

According to eatingdisorders.com, 
celebrities spend thousands of dollars on the 
latest programs and exercise equipment, to 
get into shape. But now the average person 
can do it on their own for free. 

First of all, the overweight person has 
to learn to recognize their problem and 
most importantly deal with the self-esteem 
and the other psychological problems that 
in some cases lead to becoming obese and 
overweight. 

Not everyone can be as skinny or as 
muscular as celebrities, but hopefully a few 
people have the self-discipline to keep at 
least one of their New Year’s resolution and 
make this a better and more healthier year. 


debate still worth pursuing 


argument of “playing God” has repeatedly 
popped up in all debate forums dealing with 
the subject of cloning. 

After the hype surrounding Dolly the 
cloned sheep died down the topic of cloning 
itself seemed to 
disappear as well. 
However in the 
modern world with 
the stem-cell hot 
button, cloning has, 
in some slight degree, 
returned to the 
limelight. 

While there are many 
arguments that exist 
in favor of ending the 
practice of cloning, 

it is an important 
field of science with 
unlimited potential to 
benefit mankind. 

As mentioned 
before organ systems 
that have been cloned 
from a person would be perfectly compatible 
with the person’s body, reducing, and 
perhaps totally negating, the likelihood of 
transplanted organs being rejected by the 
body. This cuts out the guesswork required 
in finding wiling donors. 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 
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By this point many religious persons 
would likely want the morality of cloning 
addressed. While the argument of defying 
nature is a valid one, cloning technology 
has advanced to the point where cloned 
organisms have little risk of becoming 
unhealthy, as often in the past. 

In addition to that, Copy-Cat has proven 
that cloned species are fully capable of 
all the functions of their naturally born 
counterparts. 

Furthermore, while the term “playing 
God” is often used to demonize the practice 
of cloning, one must realize that while these 
scientists are working in a way that moves 
outside the conventions of common nature, 
the processes used to create cloned animals 
are, for the most part, the same as they are in 
nature. 

Not to say that DNA is inserted into an 
emptied cell in nature, but the division of 
the cells to create an animal is no different 
than when we use artificial insemination to 
reproduce. 

Whether or not the process of cloning 
leads humanity to a scenario such as the 
one seen in the film The Island (depicting 
abuse of cloned people) or otherwise is 
inconsequential, the fact of the matter is 
cloning could well prove to be for the benefit 
of mankind. 
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-freshman 
Emily Curillo 


What's 
your 


New “| want to 
: win more 
VeCh Sameer 
resolu- —competi- 
tion? tions.” 


-sophomore -junior 
Doug Armina Horic 
Kirkpatrick 


i nh 


Hl istojayie 


“| want to 

lose 20 want to 

pounds and have a beef 

get into or drama 

shape.” with 
anyone.” 


Indian women’s world freedomless 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


any girls grow up playing with 
dolls, acting like daddy’s little 
princess, and dreaming of their 


wedding day. But over the past 20 years, 
10 million girls in India never lived to see 
their wedding day, because their parents 
murdered them. 

In the Indian culture, the brides’ 
parents must pay a dowry to the grooms’ 
family. A father’s outlook on this is that 
if he has a daughter, then for the next 
sixteen years he has to work up a dowry 
to pay her husband's family. 

The father can fix this is in one of two 
ways. The parents either illegally use an 
ultrasound machine to determine the sex 
of the child and if it’s a girl they illegally 
abort her. Or they wait until the child is 
born and if it’s a girl, then they kill the 
baby. 

In the Indian culture this is a sign 
of honor and dignity, because women 
are considered a burden, while men are 
considered the breadwinners. 

Recently Dateline NBC did a report 
on child prostitution overseas. Many 
of the girls in these countries had been 
brainwashed and lied to by their own 
family members. They believed the only 
way they could earn a living was to be 
paid for sex. 

The producers and undercover 
cops set up a sting to arrest the people 
running the brothels. They were able to 
arrest four people and save over twenty 
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girls, by taking them to a girl’s home. 
Unfortunately, over 40 percent of those 
girls will run away to the life they were 
once living. 

These real-life stories should give 
girls in America a feeling of freedom and 
respect. We are able to live wherever we 
want and without the supervision of a 
male family member. 

Women are treated equally and are able 
to do anything. We get the opportunity 
to receive an education and obtain a job 
to support our families. We are no longer 
looked at as an accessory for men. 

From generation to generation women 
have accomplished many great things 
and many people think that within our 
children’s generation there will be a 
female president who will accomplish 
many more great things. 

Out of the 10 million girls who were 
murdered by their parents at least a 
handful of them could have been a leader 
and encouraged their generation to do 
bigger and better things. 

Of the 20 girls who were saved from 
the brothels of Indonesia, at least one of 
them can give women in their country a 
voice. 

American women are treated as equals 
and given the opportunity to say what we 
feel. Maybe some day women overseas 
will be given that same freedom, the 
freedom to speak their mind, to dream, 
and more importantly, the freedom to live. 
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-art teacher 
Becky Griswold 


-senior 
Joey McDonald 


“| want to “| want to 
graduate lose the 10 
and get pounds | 
ready for gained over 
college.” the 


holidays.” 


FACT 


OPINION 


1 in 6 The number of women 
who are physically abused in 
an intimate relationship 


“It’s sad and it sucks. 

| think that men are 
generally more violent 
than women, but it’s not 
always true.” 


-freshman Emily Hollenberg 


1.3 million The most money 
ever paid for a cow in an 
auction 


“Way too much money, 
when milk only costs 
about 2 dollars a gallon.” 


-sophomore Dan Mansell 


-source: “Domestic Violence” by Margi Laird 
McCue; www.cms.cmu.edu 


Are today’s parents too irresponsible? 


YES 


KATELYN BUTLER 


that’s not irresponsible, what is? 

Of course this is the classic case of the Fort Wayne crack 
addict woman that abandoned her children with no food or 
running water. 

These days’ parents just aren’t like what they used to be. 

Buying alcohol for their own children, leaving babies in the 
back of their car, or forgetting to drop them off at day-care. The 
irresponsible parents could possibly be all to blame. 

It’s okay to teach your own child to tie their shoes and zip 
their zippers, practice the alphabet every now and then before 
they get into kindergarten, because teachers shouldn’t have to do 
everything. 

As much as the kids would love to have their parents buy 
alcohol for them so they can have the best and hottest party this 
upcoming weekend, the parents should know better than that. 
They should not even want to teach kids, let alone their own, that 
this type of behavior is okay. 

There are a lot of things that don’t seem to cross some parent’s 
minds these days. 

Like the man that left his child in the carrier all day after 
forgetting to drop the baby off at the day care. The baby died from 
heat exhaustion that same day. Call it forgetfulness, but any way 
you look at it, it’s just plain irresponsible. 

Good thing not all parents are this way. There are still those 
parents out there that care a lot about their children, and constantly 
try to protect them. The parents that don’t 
buy alcohol for minors, the parents that 
don’t forget to drop their child off at day 
care, and certainly the parents that wouldn’t 
abandon their three kids for three days. 

Society just isn’t like it used to be 
anymore between parents and children. Not 
like the good old days when it was actually 
normal for families to stay home on Saturday 
nights together. Now there isn’t much time 
together as a whole family, if any at all. Kids 
and parents are both constantly busy. 

There are just too many factors 
contributing to irresponsibility with parents. 
The younger parents are, the more they act 
like their children. Not to mention the older 
parents that still think they are young at 
heart. 

Just because your child has some stricter 
rules and an actual curfew, doesn’t mean 
that they will hate you forever if you enforce 
some kind of household rules. It’s not all 
about pleasing children; it’s about doing 
what's right for them. Teaching them the 
difference between right and wrong. 

Toughen up parents. Teach your kids 
how they should act. Let’s not keep the 
irresponsible trend going for longer than it 
already has. 


Te days, three kids (ages two to seven), and no parents, if 
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BRIAN WOLF 


NO 


part. And in many cases, parents are responsible. But then there 

are those parents that are not. There are parents out there that 
just don’t care. Some parents let their kids drink and smoke and 
let them make violent choices. But then there are parents that are 
responsible and care about their children. 

Just like kids, parents learn from their parents. So if a mom 
or dad is responsible then that means most of the time that their 
parents were responsible. But when kids reach a certain age they 
begin to drift away and don’t listen to their parents as much. So 
when they reach that age its hard for the parents to be responsible. 

There was an incident in Boca Raton (a small town in south 
Florida) where a family spied on their 13 year old son. The father 
went to a computer outside the family’s house and made an 
account on Myspace and posed as a girl from their sons’ school. 
They were out to see what their son was actually doing on 
Myspace. What they found out was that he would give his phone 
number and street address away to some girl he didn’t know very 
well. He also said that he was 17 years old. When his parents found 
all this out they were heart broken. 

This is one way parents can be responsible, keeping track of 
their kids and what they are doing. 

In many ways the world is changing and with it so is the youth. 
So the methods that parents use are different from what kids think 
should be done. 

In a small town outside Dallas, a young girl would deceive 
boys into thinking she liked them and 
would use them for sexual intercourse. The 
parents found out from a mom of one of the 
victims. She said that if the parents didn’t do 
anything she would take this court. So the 
parents asked if she has ever had feeling like 
that. She answered no. The parents said they 
were going out one night, so the girl had a 
boy come over without them knowing, but 
they had some feeling she would be up to 
something. 

So instead of going out they left for a 
half hour and came back. They caught her 
daughter forcing herself on to a boy. The 
parents sat down again with her and said if 
she does not stop that they will be forced to 
put her in to a all girl school. 

These parents took the responsible side 
and asked their daughter and then found 
it out by taking action. And some of those 
parents do their best to be protective and 
responsible. By not giving up or just doing 
what is the right thing. 

Responsible parents don’t need to be 
just protective, but also to teach their children 
morals. 

Being a good parent means you need 
to be a good teacher. You have to teach your 
children how to walk, talk, and pretty much 


1E something that good parents need and have for the most 


DANIEL FICKENSCHER 


everything else. 
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RUGBY! 


ALL INTERESTED MALE ATHLETES 


ARE INVITED TO SIGN-UP FOR THE 
2007 SPRING HIGH SCHOOL 
RUGBY SEASON 


-FRi. FEB. 2 AT 2:45 PM.- 
-OUTSIDE THE WEIGHT ROOM- 


RUGBY IS A 
FAST-PACED, 
HARD-HITTING, 
ADRENALINE-PUMPING SPORT 
THAT IS HIGHLY ADDICTIVE 


No EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!! 
GIVE IT A TRY! 
FOR MORE INFO CALL 
TOM RIETHMILLER 


AT 417-6721 
OR GO TO 


TOMR(@ADRIANMED.COM 
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| CALI AUS. com 
| Student Year-Round Specials!! \ 


-$5 OFF any new nail set, fills or pedicures- 


SEMI-FORMAL and Between Meijer Gas and 
Applebee’s 
| PROM SPECIAL!! Me tee ear. 
260.489.4900 
| -GET $10 OFF cake 
full nail set w/ French tips Mon-Fri 9-8 
Sat 9-7 
-MUST show this ad Sun 11-5:30 
and student ID 
L —S=s SS =a == SS SS =e aa = —— a | 


Kavacofe 
Deatly College 


* We have hairstylists and barbers * 


1/2 price haircut on 
Wednesdays - $6 cut now $3 


Maplecrest Shopping Center 
6110 Stellhorn Road 
486-8868 


find the right track 


With more than 70 degree 
programs, Roosevelt has the 
one that's right for you 


ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY 
CHACAGO - Se IBURG + ONLINE 


re TT EN 


Ker > | 
f | 


‘Haven 
nin 


Student Discount 
Buy 125 min. for $30 
Get 5O min. freell 
(with this coupon) 
-Must have student ID- 


Come check out both locationell 


3241 Sr. Joe Ctr. Ra. 108 Lincoln Hwy 
485-6639 749-8205 
www.newhaventanning.com 


MALIBU 
TANNING 


5954 STELLHORN ROAD - 260-492-0477 


WE NOW HAVE 
HOT NEW BULBS!! 


GET 7 INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS 
FOR 20 MIN. EACH FOR $21 


©) WEGULGL) SLGCIGNGE 


LOL) $2.00 
GUPED WEDS GIL 


-COVER PHOTO OF SENIOR ADAM RIKER AT NORTHROP BLOOD DRIVE BY ACA'SHA TERNET 


ZACH NORRIS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

BRITTAINY ELLIS NEWS EDITOR 

AMANDA HERRINGTON INSIGHT EDITOR 

NICK EHLERDING SPORTS EDITOR 

JULIE NGUYEN PREMIERE EDITOR 

EMILY WEIGAND FORUM EDITOR 

ACA'SHA TERNET COVER EDITOR 

KATIE BUTLER, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, MICHAEL HAYNES, MATT JACKSON, JUSTIN 
MEENAGH, CLINT SPAHR, NICK STIEBER, BRIAN WOLF STAFF REPORTERS 

JESSICA LANNING CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER 

STEVE DOTY, BRITTAINY ELLIS, KAITLIN FARRELL, KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL, JOSH GORNEY, 
MALINDA GUNKEL, MIRANDA HARGIS, AMANDA HERRINGTON, 

SAMANTHA STRICKLAND, ACA’SHA TERNET, COREY VENABLE, ELIZABETH WARD, 
VINCE WITTE JOURNALISM PHOTO TEAM 

DANIEL FICKENSHER STAFF ARTIST 

MICHAEL HAYNES, BRIAN WOLF AD MANAGERS 

PETE BANEY ADVISER 

BARB AHLERSMEYER PRINCIPAL 


Four Bruins recéfitly placed in the 


y 
regional Scholastic writing contest. From 
left to right are: seniors Eric Francisco, 
Stephanie Houser, Melinda McDonald, and 
sophomore:Sam Carolus. This was the 
first time Bruins entered the writing 
contest that runs in partner with the 
regional Scholastic Art Awards. 


recognized. Bi 


-sophomore Sam Carolus, Scholastic Gold Key writing winner 
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NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCH 2007 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 


-Scholastic art and first-time 
writing winners “ 


-Cover Story: Bruins saving lives 
by donating blood and beyond to 
help someone in need 


-Q&A with top track and field seniors: 
discus thrower Nick Adams, distance 
runner Bobby Moldovan, sprinter 
Brandon Russell 


-Goo Goo Dolls come to Ft. Wayne; 
concert review | | 
-The Number 23 movie review | 


-Staff editorial: March Madness 
and gambling 

-Photo opinon: What do you plan 
on doing for Spring Break? 


WB? SEEKS TO PROVIDE A FORUM TO ADDRESS ISSUES AFFECTING 
NORTHROP. EDITORIAL VIEWS REFLECTED ARE SOLELY THE OPINIONS OF 
SAID WRITERS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE NAME AND CLASS, 
INCLUDING LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. SUBMIT ALL LET- 
TERS TO ROOM D111. UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL 
NOT BE PUBLISHED. WE ALSO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT FOR LENGTH 
AND APPROPRIATENESS. WB? WILL NOT PUBLISH MALICIOUS MATERIAL 
OR PERSONAL ATTACKS. WB2 IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY CRAFTLINE PRINT- 
ING OF FT. WAYNE, INDIANA, WITH BOB MILLER AS REPRESENTATIVE 
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Hoang wins Gold Key award, among 30 Bruins 
capturing regional Scholastic Awards 


JULIE NGUYEN 


old Keys, Silver Keys, American 
G Vision Awards, Portfolio Scholarship, 

Certificates of Merit and some 
scholarship money are just a few of the 
awards that some of the Bruins that entered 
the Scholastic art competition could have 
possibly snagged for keeps. 

The scholarship money is not exact 
amount because it mostly depends on the 
school and how much the school is willing to 
offer. 

One of the students who received a Gold 
Key award was senior Amy Hoang, who did 
a pencil self-portrait of herself called, “In 
Wonderland.” 

“We didn’t really get any cash awards but 
we did get some scholarships and kids were 
recognized for their hard work. The art was 
put up in display at the Ft. Wayne Museum 


COURTESY OF AMY HOANG 


of Art which was pretty great,” said Hoang 
about the award. 

Art teacher Annette Leeuw thought the 
art competition was a great way for Northrop 
students to size up other people’s artwork 
and see how their own artwork compares. 

“It’s a chance for kids to enter artwork, 
compete against other high school students 
and to compare artwork,”said Leeuw. 

“I entered the competition just for fun 
and drew my artwork just for fun too,” 
said Hoang. “I was excited and nervous 
at the same time because this was the first 
competition I entered.” 

The art awards have a wide range of 
diverse categories including drawing, 
painting, ceramics, sculpture, photography, 
digital photography, commercial design, 
jewelry- making, and many other categories 


Titled “In Wonderland,” this self-protrait 
of senior Amy Hoang snagged a top 
regional Gold Key art award. 


for creative art students. 

The Northeast Indiana and 
Northwest Ohio Regional Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards Program had a 
ceremony honoring the students, which 
was held last month. Around 30 Bruins 
were awarded with these prestigious 
awards. 

“It wasn’t something that came from 
inspiration, it was more just me. I just 
thought of it and drew it and the rest is 
history,” said Hoang. 


Four take first Scholastic writing honors 


KATELYN BUTLER 


s he went, Will recognized Calvin 
A: his apparent assailant. He was 
confused until Calvin followed 
him, but much faster than possible for a 
human to jump. An explosion propelled 
him! Will thought. 
The source of the explosion came clear 
as Kilrae jumped down from his vantage 


point near the top of the big room, hefting 


the same rocket launcher Will had been 

looking for not fifteen minutes before. 
Not good. Will thought, right before 

Calvin collided with him, and then Will 


began to fade. NO! I won’t go unconscious! 


I won't lose again! Especially not to my 
older brother. 


These are the words of sophomore Sam 


Carolus, a recent recipient of the Gold 
Key award in the Northeast Indiana and 


Northwest Ohio regional Scholastic writing 


competition. Carolus was a winner in the 
science fiction/ fantasy category. 


did enter and four individuals were strong 
enough to place with each receiving an 
award for their entered piece. 

Each of the four Bruins entered a 
different category: Along with Carolus 
were seniors Melinda McDonald in the 
tribute to the arts category, Stephanie 
Houser in personal essay / memoir, and 
Eric Francisco in personal essay / memoir. 

Besides Carolus as the Gold Key 
winner, McDonald and Francisco also 
received Silver Keys, and Houser a 
Certificate of Merit. 

The four found out about the 
competition in various ways. Some found 
out from English teacher Terry Springer 
while writing in her class, and the some 
from searching online for scholarship 
chances. 

It was a big deal to be acknowledged 
with an award, though some admitted 
they didn’t have high hopes for 


The Scholastic writing contest is a yearly 
event, but no Bruin had ever entered in the 
writing portion before. This year, Northrop 
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themselves to win. McDonald, on the 
other hand, was very optimistic. 
“T sent it in just to see what would 
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“| sent it in 
Just to see 
what would 
happen. | write 
a lot and it 
sounded like a 
good shot for 
a scholarship.” 


-senior Melinda McDonald 


happen. I write a lot and it sounded like a 
good shot for a scholarship,” said McDonald. 

“Tt was unexpected for me,” said 
Francisco of his honor. “I didn’t even know 
my piece that Mrs. Springer picked was 


Senior Treaver 
Bingham (right) 
recently qualified to 
go to nationals along 
with fellow team- 
mates, senior Chelsi 
Ewing and junior Nick 
Kwolek who qualifed 
earlier in debate. 
Meanwhile, senior 
Zach Norris (left) 
was among the top 
speakers who 
recently competed 
at the state meet in 
Indianapolis. 
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The Northrop speech team heads to their national tournament 
with three speakers in going to the meet. 

Entrants into the tournament are junior Nick Kwolek and 
senior Chelsi Ewing in debate, and Treaver Bingham in foreign 
extemporaneous. 

Junior Ethan Strimple and sophomore Tessa Yandell will be 
entered as alternates. 

Kwolek is returning to nationals after being eliminated in 
the preliminary rounds. Last year he was entered in the foreign 
extemporaneous category. 

“I’m going to devote all my life to the speech team like I have 
the last four years,” said Bingham. “This (Houston Texas, where 
the meet is going to be held) is only going to be the seventh state 
I’ve ever been to.” 

Speech team members compeing at state in Indianapolis 
include the following: seniors Treaver Bingham in foreign 
extemporaneous and impromptu, Zach Norris domestic 
extemporaneous and impromptu, Caty Deventer original oratory 
and drama, Chelsi Ewing discussion, Samantha Goldsberry 
radio, Melinda McDonald domestic extemporaneous, and Cora 
Daniel original oratory. 

Among juniors are Nick Kwolek foreign extemporaneous and 
impromptu, Emily Walters radio, and Emily Weigand radio. 

Among sophomores are David Coulter discussion, Heather 
Wilson original interpretation, Nicole Griffetts original 
performance and drama, Kiley Vorndran drama, Tessa Yandell 
and Ainsley Paton memorized duo. 

Freshmen include Kati Makridakis original interpretation and 
prose, and Kim Dean domestic extemporaneous. 

The state tournament will end the season for the team, except 
for those going to nationals. 


Super Bowl third; Binns new coach 


Led by new coach Christine Binns, also a history teacher at 
Northrop, the new Academic Super Bow] team placed third 
overall out of 16 at its first meet last month. 

Held at South Side, the new team went up against other 
surrounding schools. The team competed in areas of English, 
math, science, social studies, fine arts and interdisciplinary. 

“I feel the team is very bright and they all work very hard,” 
said Binns. 

Coming up at Harding will be the team’s regional 
competition. The whole team studies equally on all material and 
they have to be prepared for anything, because they can be asked 
any question at random. 

“With a short season we have to always be ready for our next 
competition,” said Binns. “I am very proud of them.” 
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73 Bruins donate blood 


Northrop held its second blood drive of the year on March 
6. Despite a delay that had many Bruins waiting past scheduled 
appointment times, the blood drive still was able to bring in 73 
Bruins. 

“Tt was kind of tiring having to wait so long,” said senior 
Sarah Nix. 

The American Red Cross still has reported a major blood 
shortage and is asking people to please donate. Those who have 
O-positive blood are especially encouraged because their type of 
blood can be given to anyone. 

“I’m not using all the blood,” said Nix. “Other people need it 
more than I do, so why not donate it.” 


Ville de Filles wraps season 


The Northrop girls’ show choir, Villes de Filles (VDF), ended 
its competition season March 3 with a competition at Carroll. 

Overall, the season saw the choir receive top 10 spots multiple 
times, along with freshman Shaneequa Cook taking third in 
individual competition at one point. 

Major meets this year included the Marion invitational, 
DeKalb invitational, Carroll invitational, and an invitational at 
Franklin Central in Franklin, Indiana. 

“The girls in VDF have progressed significantly since the 
beginning of the school year and I am very proud of them,” said 
director Jeannette Walsh. 


Charisma snags first, fourth locally 


Northrop’s show choir, Charisma, finished up its regular 
competition season recently placing first runner-up at the Luers 
Invitational and fourth at Carroll. 

“The competition was hard, but we needed the challenge to 
prove to the other show choirs that we could compete on their 
level,” said senior Ashley Bassett. 

In addition, Bassett and senior Ryan Annis also won 
Outstanding Performers at a recent Franklin Central invitational. 

“] think the year was very productive. The judging was 
pretty fair and the competitions were fun,” said Annis. 

Charisma’s last performance will be on May 21 at Northrop. 

“I’m gonna miss it. I think this year was the best year we 
had,” said Bassett. 


Yearbook to Yearbook, Yearbook 


Northrop’s 2006 yearbook, Bear Tracks, was recently featured 
in Taylor Publishing’s latest edition of its national Yearbook, 
Yearbook. (This is a compilation of Taylor Publishing's top 
winners nationwide in areas of cover and inside design.) 

Bear Tracks this year was featured twice for excellence in 
spread design. 

“I was overjoyed to hear that we were featured twice in 
Yearbook, Yearbook,” said adviser Pete Baney. “I was surprised 
how well it did. We’ve been featured before, but winning and 
being featured twice is great.” 

Taylor Publishing who prints Northrop’s book is based out 
of Dallas, Texas, and prints yearbooks from over 10,000 schools 
across the country. 

“Nobody knows how much work really goes into creating a 
good yearbook. It’s nice to see had work rewarded,” said Baney. 
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Bruins share 
stories on how 
they have helped 
save a life, and 
how some of their 
lives have been 
saved 


alking into the crowded wrestling room around 11:30 a.m., senior Shelby Mahlan was very 
nervous to be donating her blood for the first time. 

“I was nervous because the needle looked so big and some people looked like they were 
in a lot of pain,” said Mahlan. 

She had heard about the blood shortage from the Red Cross commercials now airing on 
TV. When she found out Northrop was having a blood drive this semester she decided it 
would be a good idea to participate. 

“I decided to do it because donating my blood could help save people’s lives,” said 
Mahlan. 
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efore actually giving blood students had to pri- 

vately meet with one of the Red Cross nurses 
and answer a series of questions, all kept between 
the student and the computer he or she took it on. 

The questions included everything from the 

history of their family’s health to where they went 
for a tattoo or piercing and the number of sexual 
partners. If they had visited another country, they 


even had to share where and what they did. 


“The questions were very invasive,” said Mah- 


ian. “It took a long time to answer them all.” 


After answering the questions and having her 
finger pricked to check for her iron level, Mahlan 


then waited, and waited and waited. 


“I was in there for three hours after my sched- 
uled appointment time just waiting,” said Mahlan. 
Once it was her turn to take a seat in the blue 


cot-like chairs, she was still nervous. 


“I thought it was going to hurt but it didn’t,” 
she said. “I had to look away when he (the nurse) 


stuck in the needle, it looked pretty gross.” 


Junior Richard Walker was also waiting in the 


loud cafeteria-sounding wrestling room. 


“T’ve been waiting since 10 a.m.,” he said, who 


like Mahlan was a first-time donor. 


Walker, who had missed his lunch, left for a 
few minutes to get something to eat, when he 
came back with a pizza still nothing had changed. 

“| hadn’t eaten since 7:30 this morning and I 


was hungry,” said Walker. 


A few Bruins didn’t even get to donate their 


blood because of the long wait, while others 


waited up until 4pm to finally take their turn. 
“T was getting tired of waiting, but I wasn’t go- 


ing to leave,” said Walker. 

As Mahlan left the now quiet 
and almost empty room, she had 
a feeling of pride because she had 
just saved a life. 


GIVING BACK 


e all know what it’s like to 
be in high school. We're all 

invincible; nothing can touch us. 
But the reality is, we couldn’t be 
more wrong. Anyone could have 
anything happen to them, from a 
freshman to a junior; sometimes 
even life altering things happen. 

This happened to Chemistry 
teacher and Blood Drive Coordinator, Bill 
Hollenberg. When he was a junior in high 
school, he had an aneurysm, which caused 
him to need 16 pints of blood transfused. 

An Aneurysm is where a blood vessel 
swells up by cause of too much blood. 
This excess blood can build up and rupture. 
It will also lead to large amounts of blood 
being lost. 

It was this that got him adamant about 
Blood Drives. 

“That’s what got me interested in blood 
drives in general.” 

The blood drive this year had a good 


turnout. 117 people signed up, more than in 
past years. 90 people ended up coming, and 
all together they collected 73 pints of blood. 

“I’m not even sure I thought about giving 
blood before that (his aneurysm) had hap- 
pened,” said Hollenberg. 

“I didn’t meet the person who donated 
the blood to me, it was already in the sys- 
tem: 

Most people never have to experience 
something such as this in their life, but 
Hollenberg had this happen to him in high 
school. 

For many, it may be pretty hard to imag- 
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“?’m not even sure 


Showing his wounds: 
Chemistry teacher Bill 
Hollenberg shows his 
arm, the cotton ball 
an obvious sign of him 
being among 73 Bruins 
who donated blood 
this month. Earlier in 
his life, Hollenberg 
was saved by blood 
donors, and coordini 
Northrop’s blood dri 


is his way of giving back. 


Below, Senior Jordan 
Fullove gives blood. 


| thought about giving 
blood before that 
(his aneurysm) had 
happened.” 


-Bill Hollenberg 


ine what it would be like to have something 
like that happen, and what someone and 
their family would have to go through. 

“Giving blood is something I really en- 
courage people to do,” said Hollenberg. 

Sixteen pints of blood were given to him 
in the end. That was 16 people who saved 
his life. 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION 


32,439: the number of Americans who 
commit suicide each year. According to sui- 
cidology.org, 4,316 young people (15-24) also 
are victims of suicide each year. 

But people like sophomore Crystian Pliett 
are able to say they stopped that number 
from going up. Pliett twice had to talk her 
best friend out of committing suicide. 


“He was having 
PROBLEMS at home 
with his mom.” 


“She (his mother) wouldn’t let him leave 
the house, or let him see me 
at all,” said Pliett. “She threat- 
ened that he would have to 
move to Oklahoma with his 
dad.” 

According to a study done 
by the American Association 
of Pediatrics, 90 percent of 
suicidal teenagers believe that 
their parents do not under- 
stand them. 

“Then I got a phone call 
from him,” continued Pliett. 
“He was in tears and he was 
dead serious. He told me he 
was thinking about commit- 
ting suicide, and I just started 
balling.” 

“T told him how much I 
loved him,and how much I 
cared about him, and I was 
able to talk him out of it,” she 
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All you need is a little TLC. With 
kind words sophomore Crystian 
Pliett helped talk a friend out of 
potentially ending his life. 


Left, Northrop custodian Greg Stewart helped 
save a fellow employee’s life. He happend to be 
at the right spot at the right time and ended up 
saving conflict mediator Earl Robinson’s life. 


said. 

Pliett then said with a solemn expression 
on her face how her best friend was feeling 
better. But then she received another phone 
call two weeks later. 

“He said, ‘Check your MySpace mes- 
sages.’ | asked why, and all he said was ‘You 
better have something good to say.’ You 
could tell he was about ready to cry.” 

“He said that I was the only thing he had 
left,” said Pliett. “I started crying again and 
told him that he was my best friend and I 
wouldn’t know what to do without him.” 

“He’s fine now and things are better with 
he and his mom.” 

Pliett added that if anyone had the same 
experience as she did, they should tell that 
person how much they love them and how 
everyone else cares about them. 


REAL-LIFE 
RESCUE STORIES 


What's that in the sky? Is it a bird? Is it a 
plane? No, it’s sophomore Jedaiah Newton! 

One doesn’t have to be Superman to save 
someone’s life. Newton figured this out 
when he was about 12 years old. 

“T remember like it was yesterday,” re- 
called Newton. 

When 12 one day, he was just getting 
done playing a great game of snowball fight 
on a frozen pond. 

Walking off to go back home, he caught 
eye of a 10- or 11-year-old girl walking out 
onto the ice. 


“| thought to my- 
self, that 
ice Is 

not thick 
enough.” 


Sure enough, the girl 
fell in the pond. 

“She couldn’t get 
up,” said Newton. 

Instincts set in and 
Newton ran to save the 
girl. The girl wasn’t fully 
under the pond, but was 
still in deep. 

He ran out over the 
ice to pull her out. He 
eventually pulled and 
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saved her life. 

“We both ended up wet and cold,” said 
Newton. 

He said he didn’t even know the girl, but 
still felt the call of duty to save her. 

“It was the greatest feeling in the world,” 
said Newton, reflecting back on that day, 
knowing he saved someone’s life. 

Saving a life can happen anywhere, if 
someone is in the right place at the right 
time. Even right here at Northrop. 

On May 4, 2004, conflict mediator Earl 
Robinson had been suffering from some 
chest pain. He went to the school nurse and 
she said he should go to the doctor. Robin- 
son followed instructions, went to Parkview, 
but doctors found nothing wrong. 

He returned to school and was in his 
office at the time when, “I got hit with the 
most severe pain I think I’ve ever had. It felt 
like a 10-ton elephant on my chest,” said 
Robinson. 

He radioed Greg Stewart, a custodian at 
Northrop, and told him what happened. 

Robinson was then hit again with the 
sharp pain that made him fall on his knees. 

Stewart came to the rescue right away. 

“I put him in his office chair and loosened 
his tie,” said Stewart. 

Stewart then radioed the office to call 
911. He got a wheelchair for Robinson and 
brought him to the commons, waiting for 
the paramedics to come. 

The ambulance came and gave Robinson 
some oxygen. At the hospital, he had stints 
put in his heart that night. He had 95 percent 
blockage in one artery and 75 percent block- 
age in another. 

Robinson said is fine now and has since 
modified his diet and is mindful of what he 
puts in his body. And he’s thankful for his 
friend that day. 


“I’m extremely, 
extremely grateful 
for Mr. Stewart.” 


Robinson counts it as a blessing, as he 
could have been on the road when he had 
his sharp chest pain, instead of in his office. 

Stewart said for himself that he just did 
what he was trained to do. 

“When I was in the service, that’s what 
we were taught,” said Stewart. 

He said he just followed through with the 
procedures he learned. But without these 
procedures, Robinson could have been in 
serious trouble, he admitted. 

Both Newton and Stewart had the duty to 
save a life. Without them, two people might 
not be here today. 


Below, Senior Bobby Moldo- 
van looks to lead the distance 
runners along with junior Sam 
Bird. 

Right, Senior Nick Adams has 
tossed his way to a top notch 
discus thrower, and now looks 
to be atop the SAC. 

Bottom, Senior Brandon Rus- 
sell will attempt to sprint his 
way to a state championship. 


enior Bobby Moldovan has led the 
boys’ track team in distance running 
for the past three years, and looks to 
do the same this season. Moldovan will 
look to do this while being accompanied 
by junior Sam Bird. 
WB? How do you think you will do in 
this season in comparison to last year’s 
season? 
BM: I should be able to have the same 
amount of success for myself in this 
season. We have a pretty good tough 
team so we should be able to be a top 
competitor at state. 
WB? What are your personal goals for 
this year’s season? 
BM: Last year in track I won every two- 
mile race in the state, and I won the two- 
mile race at state (meet). So I’m going to 
try to get to state and defend my title. 
WB? Is there any time you’re going to try 
to get this year? 
BM: The state record is 8:55. If I could get 
under 9:00 that would be great, but I’m 
shooting for 8:55. 


SIDSVH VONVaIW 


Te boys’ track and field 

‘Liem is preparing for its 

season with a new head 
coach Fred Blanks (after former 
head coach Bob Shank stepped 
down to take former athletic 
director Mike McMillen’s job). 

Under Blanks direction, 

senior Nick Adams will attempt 
to lead the field events this year, 


especially in discus and shot put. 


WB? What are your goals for 
the season? 

NA: I’m hoping to place in the 
top nine in state. 

WB? What distance are you 
shooting for in discuss? 

NA: I’m shooting for 170 feet. 
WB? What are you planning 
to do to work toward personal 
improvement? 

NA: I’m going to be getting in 
the weight room and always 
giving 110 percent at every 
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Senior track 

and field athletes 
Moldovan, 
Russell, Adams 
reach for new 
personal heights 


NA: I think the field 
important do you __ events will be one of 
Id events will be for the strongest parts of 
the team. 


s this year’s season kicks off, 
Awe senior sprinter Brandon 

Russell talked about his upcoming 
season, and new head coach Fred Blanks. 
WB? How does the upcoming season 
appear to be? 
BR: It’s looking really good right now. We’re 
really strong right now, we’re sprinting 
well, and fielding is good, so yeah things are 
looking real good now. 
WB? Is there anything about yourself you 
would like to improve on? 
BR: No, not much. I’d kind of like to 
improve my (sprinting) times. Not much 
else, really just my times. 
WB? How do you feel about Fred Blanks 
being the new head coach? 
BR: He’s good. He’s easy to get along with 
because he respects us. He relates to the 
athletes easily. 
WB? What are your goals that you want to 
accomplish for this season? 
BR: I’m shooting for the top this year. I just 
want to get down to state in every event, as 
an individual and on relays. 
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Peden out 
with a bang 


ighth-ranked South Side was 
E considered the favorite in the 
Huntington North boys’ basketball 
sectional, especially when they saw that they 
had drawn 2-17 Northrop. 

But Greg Peden and the Bruins weren’t 
going to end their season, and Peden wasn’t 
going to end his career without a bang. And 
what a bang it was. The crowd was there 
to back them up, over 
20 students had taken 
the 45-minute drive 
to see a 2-17 team? 

But Northrop made it 
worth their while. 

The Bruins came out 
in the first quarter, and 
made some commotion 
of their own, taking the 
lead over the eighth- 
ranked Archers, 12-11. 

Then junior Tyler 
Spillner ended the 
quarter with an 18-foot 
basket, which gave the 
Bruins the lead. But 
senior Justin Hairston 
and the Archers came out in the second 
quarter and took the lead at halftime, 26-20. 
But hopes did not diminish. 

The Bruins would hold South Side in the 
third quarter, but wouldn’t carve too much 
into the Archers’ lead now being down 35- 
31. Ahh, and the fourth quarter was here. 
Could the Bruins burst the Archers’ chances 
of winning a sectional championship? 

So the Bruins had one more chance to 
prove that they could hang with the eighth- 
ranked Archers. And junior Travis Strock 
was that man. With time ticking away at 
4,3, 2.... Strock was guarded in the corner 
and throws up a last second prayer, and 
somehow, it fell. The gym was ecstatic. 

Now it was overtime, which after senior 
Brett Rahrer’s and-one basketball on a slash 
to the hole, it appeared that the roof of the 
gym opened up, and there was a break in the 
clouds--for about a minute. Then an illegal 
screen called on junior Kevin Dawson, and 
an intentional foul called on Degitz, put 
the game into South Side’s hands. Plus two 
questionable calls on the referee’s part shot 
down the Bruins hopes. 

But then head coach Peden came out 
of the locker room after the game, and 
got a heavy round of applause from the 
crowd that still hadn’t wandered out of the 
building. They stayed behind, to support the 
Bruins hard-fought efforts. 


Out Of 


NICK 
EHLERDING 


10 / SPORTS 


Girls’ coach Rahrer 
resigns after four 


After being head coach for the Bruin 
girls’ basketball team for four years, Greg 
Rahrer has decided to resign. 

This past season, the team finished 
with a 5-17 record and lost in the sectional 
championship game to South Side, after 
beating North Side in overtime. 

“My final year was still successful even 
though we suffered some,” said Rahrer. 
“Losing some key players was tough, but 
we remained very competitive.” 

To Rahrer, the best part of the program 
was being able to be around kids. He also 
said just being able to compete and being 
a part of the crowd. 

In his four years, his best season record 
was 18-4 during the ‘04-’05 year. 

“All in all, | had a great four years as 
head coach at Northrop,” said Rahrer. 


Hockey loses sight of 
three straight titles 


The Bruin hockey team ended its 
winter season 7-10-3, and fell short of 
winning a state title for a third year ina 
row. 

“It would have been better if we 
would have won state, but it was a good 
season,” said senior Kyle Howard. 

In the state hockey tournament held 
in Indianapolis, the Bruins won their 
first two games against Carmel Blue, 4-2, 
and Valparaiso, 6-5. Northrop was then 
defeated by Lawrence High School in a 
third game, 4-3. 

“We gave it our best and played as 
hard as we could,” said Howard. 


Gymnastics finishes 
season at 9-4 


The Northrop gymnastics team ended 
its season with a fifth-place finish in 
sectionals with a score of 102.925. The 
Bruins then finished their season with a 
9-4 record. 

“We did really well. Everyone im- 
proved a lot throughout the year working 
really hard to get new tricks,” said senior 
Megan Orendorff 

Northrop’s last regular season meet 
was against Dwenger. The girls lost to 
Dwenger 107.6-102.45. Orendorff finished 
second all-around in the competition, 
with freshman Allycia Gaffer placing 
third. 
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Blanks new head 
boys’ track coach 


The new track season has started for 
the boys. But something is different this 
year: new head coach Fred Blanks. 

Things should be different from last 
year when they had Bob Shank as head 
coach. Shank moved up as Northrop’s 
new athletic director. 

“I feel pretty good about becoming the 
new track coach,” said Blanks. ”I plan to 
keep up with how Shank has done in the 
last 10 or so years he has coached.” 

Blanks helped out last year with some 
side coaching for the team. But now with 
Shank moving up, he decided to take the 
job. 

Blanks also said even though the team 
lost some strong seniors (such as ‘06 grad 
Scott Wims), the Bruins still have much 
talent with many returnees, including 
Casey Johnson and Bobby Moldovan. 


Boys’ basketball falls 
basket short of upset 


Finishing the season overall at 2-18, 
the boys’ basketball team ended in 
sectional play to state-ranked South Side. 
The boys put up a fight to the Archers but 
fell short in overtime, 51-50. 

“In January, we lost to South Side by 
35 on the road, but in sectionals we came 
back and only lost by one in overtime,” 
said head coach Greg Peden. 

On the season, junior Kevin Dawson 
led the team in rebounding, junior Trent 
Wilson led the team in scoring and free 
throw percentage. Senior Brett Rahrer 
was named the team’s MVP. 


Eight winter athletes 
named All-SAC 


With the winter sports at a close, the 
All-SAC atheletes have been announced. 

In girls’ basketball, senior Kiera Gray 
was named an All-SAC athelete. 

From swimming, the athletes included 
sophomore diver Jamie Curtis for the 
girls. Among boys were junior Curtis 
Chaney and seniors Adam Garland and 
David Cole. 

In gymnastics, All-SAC athletes named 
were senior Megan Orendorff and fresh- 
man Allycia Gaffer. 

Senior Ricky Barrett was the only wres- 
tler to be named. 


Top 10 


Highest-Grossing Action Movies 


Star Wars (1997) 
-$1152.6 million 


Ben-Hur (1959) 
-$682.4 million 


The Empire Strikes Back (1980) 
-$623.8 million 


Return of the Jedi (1983) 
-$598. million 


Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) 
-$552.4 million 


Jurassic Park (1993) 
-$546.2 million 


Star Wars: Episode I-The 
‘Phantom Menance (1999) 
-$523.9 million 


Spider-Man (2002) 
-$446.2 million 


ONDA OP WON 


Independence Day (1996) 
-$442.8 


D) 


1 0 - Beverly Hills Cop (1984) 
e -9442.7 million 


-source: TheMoviesTimes.com 


Coming UP 


New Spring CDs 


-source: metacritic.com (music reviews) 


April 3 


March 27 


300 isn’t madness, it’s Sparta 


he time was 12:01. It was now Friday 
and the anticipation was growing at 
the premiere of 300. 

12:03. Two minutes later the crowd was 
becoming uneasy, similar to the tension 
probably experienced before a climactic 
battle. 

One young man felt the need to yell 
at some people sitting near the screen a 
familiar phrase that had become committed 
to most of those present in the theaters, 
before the film was even released. 

“This isn’t madness, this is Sparta!” he 
screamed in the young teenage girl’s face. 

Indeed. Shouting this quote in any other 
setting, he would have been looked at like 
an idiot. 

I still thought he was an idiot, but the 
point is: He was psyched to be there. 

The movie 300, directed by Zack Snyder, 
is based on the graphic novel with the 
same title by Frank Miller, starring a cast of 
predominately unknown actors, featuring 
Gerald Butler as King Leonidas of Sparta. 

The film chronicles Miller’s version of the 
events in ancient Sparta leading up to and 
during the Battle of Thermopylae, around 
480 B.C., in which a fighting force of 300 
Spartans and 700 Greek Thespians took on 
the massive Persian army a million men 
strong. 

Before the movie, my comrade Brian 
Smith and I decided to kick off the night of 
bloody Peloponnesian warfare by watching 
a History Channel special about Thermopylae 
obviously placed in that timeslot to promote 
the film’s release. 

Judging by the movie commercial spots 
alone, even the casual viewer could tell after 
watching the History Channel program that 
this theatrical rendition of these events was 
not going to be completely accurate. 

The show detailed the battle strategies 
and military equipment used in the actual 
battle, from a historical standpoint, at the 
same time rendering 300’s interpretation 
false. 

By distorting these facts, Snyder took 
away from the accuracy in which the battle 
strategies were portrayed. One in particular 
was the “phalanx,” or the formation in 
which each soldier protected the man to his 
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left with his shield and as 

a result, formed a virtually 
impenetrable line defense 
that could withstand massive 
enemy charges. 

A key part in this defense 
was the Spartan armor that 
all the 300 soldiers wore. 
Basically without this 
armor the historical events 
wouldn't have played out 
the way they did, and the 
Greeks probably would have 
been massacred. 

But that isn’t the point of 300. The 
focus of the movie is to capture the blood 
and violence of the comic. That rage and 
intensity just couldn’t be done with the 
actor’s faces being completely covered by 
helmets. 

Another theory being thrown around 
is that the producers wanted to strip all 
the armor off the Spartans to increase the 
movie's appeal to the gay community, but 
that’s another story. 

Part of the magnificence of 300 is that 
nearly everything with the exception of the 
actors is composed of computer-generated 
images. 

All the sets to the entire arsenal of props 
are CGI, giving the film a realistic animated 
comic-book feel. One can almost imagine the 
shots forming panels on a page. 

Someone who saw and enjoyed Miller’s 
other graphic novel movie adaptation Sin 
City is sure to appreciate the amount of 
blood and gore in 300. 

Imagine Gladiator with a lot more blood 
and a little less story, and you might have a 
pretty good idea of what 300 is about. 

Even though the action scenes are 
incredible, the main thing that really 
impressed me was the acting ability of this 
relatively unknown cast. The only actor I 
recognized was David Wenham who played 
Faramir in The Lord of the Rings trilogy and 
portrayed Dilios in 300. 

The real soul of this movie comes from 
Butler’s performance though. One so well 
done that it will have you screaming his lines 
at random teenage girls and kicking Persians 
into bottomless chasms. A 


Showtime 
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Joseph Arthur 
Bill Callahan 
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Nine Inch Nails 
Robert Pollard 
Patti Smith 
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Goo Goo 
Dolls don't 


have it 


Band plays Ft. Wayne, but drifts too 
much from their better early days 


AMANDA HERRINGTON 


we love them? Probably. The 

Goo Goo Dolls still have it, 
but not as much as they used to. 

Being a huge Goo Goo Dolls 
fan, their performance at the 
downtown Embassy Theatre was 
a bit disappointing. 

The lights went off and the 
crowd stood up clapping and 
cheering while waving the punk- 
rock symbol in the air. 

A loud beat and bass started 
in spurts and strobe lights 
flashed to match the beat. The 
beat got faster and the lights got 
crazier. 

Lead singer and guitarist 
John Rzeznik seemed to be 
heavily intoxicated towards the 
beginning of the show and a few 
times “lost his spot” in a song, 
and admitted his mistake out 
loud, making it a joke. 

It helped set the tone for 
a more laid back atmosphere 
although it was annoying when 
he had the crowd sing huge 
parts of a song. People paid to 
hear the Goo Goo Dolls sing, not 


iE their time up? Doubtful. Do 
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record for the most Top 

hits in Hot AC radio history, 
beating out the likes of Sheryl § 
Crow and Matchbox 20. 


themselves and screaming fans 
around them. 

He seemed to sober up 
towards the end, because song 
lyrics became clearer and he 
didn’t have the crowd singing 
the majority of the songs. 

Good thing Fort Wayne is so 
forgiving and the majority of the 
crowd seemed to be die-hard 
fans, so when Rzeznik messed 
up words or a melody the crowd 
sang even louder to help him get 
to the right part of the song. 

When they played their 
song “Iris” the crowd went 
crazy screaming every word by 
heart, not missing a beat. After 
the song finished though, the 
band shouted, “Good night Fort 
Wayne and we’ll see you later!” 
and ran off stage. 

The crowd kept yelling for a 
good 10 minutes after they left 
the stage. It was over before it 
had even started. 

A chant started from the 
middle of the room “We want 
more! We want more!” 

The band came running back 


WOO'W4ZO 


The Number 23 adds up 


EMILY WEIGAND 


he Hiroshima bomb was 
dropped at 8:15. 8 plus 15 is 


2a 

The Oklahoma bombing 
happened on April 19. 4 plus 19 
is 23. Also, 2 divided by 3 is .666, 
the number of the devil. 

Coincidence or just plain 
paranoia? 

Walter Sparrow (played by 
Jim Carrey) led a normal life; he 


had a wife and son who he loved 


and a job that he enjoyed. But 
this all changed the day his wife 
found the book, The Number 23. 

“All I could think about was 
the number,” read the first line 
of the book. 

As he reads the book, the 
movie flashes from Sparrow's 
real life to the way Sparrow sees 
himself in the life of the narrator 
of the book. 

__ The book, written by an 
unknown author who called 
himself Topsy Krets, told 

the story of a man who was 
completely obsessed with the 
number 23 to the point where 
it started to take over his life, 
his thoughts and controlled his 
every waking moment. 

It ruled his life so much that 
he began to kill because of the 
number. The ending of the book, 
the 23" chapter, however was 
missing so Sparrow did not 
know how the book ended. 

The book began to haunt 
Sparrow because it seemed 


on stage, laughing and admitted 
that they hadn’t planned on 
leaving yet. 

But even though the Goo 
Goo Dolls was supposed to be 
the main attraction, the word of 
Augustana being the opening act 
stole some of their limelight. 

Fort Wayne didn’t get to 
hear Augustana play due toa 
show they had to do with Ellen 
Degeneres so Fort Wayne was 
introduced to a band called, 
Wolfy, a band from Indianapolis. 

They were like the modern 
day Hanson but not as pretty. 
Their guitarist looked like 
Napoleon Dynamite’s twin and 
did obnoxious head bobs, like 
he was a chicken picking at 
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almost identical to his own 

life down to his most personal 
childhood memories. Almost all 
aspects of his life added up to 
the number 23. 

He soon found out that his 
birthday, time of birth and his 
social security number all added 
up to 23 and then began to grow 
more fixated on the number and 
the story. 

Sparrow then soon sets out to 
find out the author of this book 
and the answers to his endless 
questions. 

The movie is filled with many 
twists and turns, keeping the 
audience in suspense until the 
very end. 

Although Carrey usually 
plays the more “comedic” side 
of movie entertainment, he does 
a good enough job playing the 
role of a crazy madman in this 
psychological thriller. 

The only problem Carrey 
runs into is of playing a serious 
man on the brink of insanity. His 
experience in comedy-related 
movies, such as Ace Ventura: Pet 
Detective give no help to the role 
he plays in The Number 23. 

This movie gets confusing 
towards the middle but don’t 
worry, it all plays out toa 
dramatic climax in the end. 

I would love to give away the 
ending of this twisty movie, but 
that’s for moviegoers to figure 
out for themselves. B 


something. 

They sang well and their songs 
were okay, but they all started 
to sound the same after a while. 

It definitely wasn’t as good as 
Augustana would’ve been, but it 
wasn’t exactly music to my ears 
either. 

All of those who were at the 
Embassy the night of the concert 
seemed pretty pleased with the 
concert overall when the night was 
over and the energy was still pretty 
good. It was a great performance 
at times but it lacked a certain little 
something the other times. 

It wasn’t as good as it should 
have been, but we’ll forgive them 
because hey, it’s the Goo Goo Dolls! 
B- 


Gambling exaggerated in high school 


ith the NCAA tournament 
W exes on, you can bet there 

will be quite a few students 
filling out brackets and gambling on 
their favorite teams throughout the 
halls. 

Although the What’s Bruin? 
staff thinks gambling is something 
everyone should be aware of, it is 
not as big of a problem as some 
people make it out to be. In 2006, 

17 percent of eleventh graders in 
the United States reported they had 
gambled before. 

Most of the staff members have 
bet or gambled before, but they 
say they have never let it get out of 
hand. To all them it’s not a big deal 
to bet your friends a few dollars 
here and there on little things like 
a basketball game or even betting 
them they won’t eat some type of 
eross food. It’s something we may 
call “innocent” gambling. 

Once it reaches a point where 
your life is centered around 
gambling or the money you've lost 
from doing it, then you need to get 
help for it. A few staff members even 
say they wouldn’t help their friends 
get out of debt, because in the end 
they would still owe someone 
money. What's to say they wouldn't 
take the money and gamble with it? 

Many staff members feel that 
gambling may center around the 
sports industry. Lately, for example, 
there has been a lot of talk about 
college basketball teams and which 
ones will win. Many students are fill 
out their NCAA brackets, throwing 
in a couple upsets here and there 
(like Oral Roberts winning over 
Washington State). 

Staff feels students do this to give 
their “innocent” gambling a little bit 
of excitement. Knowing that there 
is a small chance of losing a little 
money can be more exciting. And 
the chance of winning with your 
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100,000 The number of kids 
worldwide who start smoking 
every day 


upset is even better. 

In 2006, it was reported that 59 
million Americans, ages 16 and 
up, throughout the U.S. admitted 
to placing a bet on some type of 
sporting event. 

With so many different sports 
around the world and all the 
excitement a sporting event offers, it 
gives someone many different things 
to gamble on. 

What's Bruin? feels most Bruins 
and teens today bet on little things 
and only bet a small amount of 
money because they know it might 
get out of hand. 

Gambling is not as big of a deal 
as some people make it out to be. In 
the end, staff thinks teens today are 
using “innocent” gambling, which is 
meant only for fun. 

But if it were to get out of hand 
and cross the line, you can bet their 
friends wouldn’t be there to pull 
them out of debt. 


“I think that tabacco 
companies are getting 
very rich very fast.” 


-senior Ryan Annis 


6 hours The average 
amount of sleep Americans 
get a night 


“It’s true. That’s as 
much sleep as | get.” 


-junior Admir Kasumovic 


-source: World Health Organization; 
Sleep-Deprivation.com 
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Racial inequality still hidden in politics 


he great Bob Dylan once said, “All 
this talk about equality. The only thing 
people really have in common is that 
they are all going to die.” When it comes 
down to it, I guess that’s true. 

How many times have you heard 
someone talk about equality or how 
everyone is created equal? Do me a 
favor. Next time you’re having a serious 
conversation with someone and you hear 
him or her say something about equality, I 
want you to look him or her right in the eye 
and say, “You're an idiot.” 

Politics is a great example of how people 
don’t treat each other equally. 

Every single time I turn on a show about 
politics, there’s always a politician saying 
that everyone is equal and deserves to be 
treated as such. I agree 100 percent. But the 
problem is, it doesn’t happen. 

Take one popular politician and watch 
him or her. Regardless of who the politician 
is, they will always make two stops along the 
road to public office. The first stop will be at 
a banquet hall, which will be predominantly 


white, begging for 
money. People hardly 
ever see this stop in 
the media primarily 
because politicians 
know that we don’t 
care. 

The second and 
probably most 
important stop will 
be at some park in the 
middle of a downtown 
area, which will 
be predominantly 
black or lower class. 
Politicians make 
sure the media 
promotes this type 
of campaigning primarily because they 
want people, aka voters, to see that they are 
treating the minorities with that same level 
of equality and respect. 

Still think everybody is treated equally? 

On March 7, I saw both Senator 
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton giving 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


speeches for civil rights, marking the 42nd 
anniversary of the Selma March for voting 
rights. Hillary even brought her husband, 
former President Bill Clinton. The only 
reason he was there is because he might 
be the most popular white politician in the 
African-American community. 

There is currently an article on Foxnews. 
com stating that white supremacy is on the 
rise in the West. Most people are blaming 
this uprising on gangs; however, our society 
is the one to be blamed. People are allowing 
racism and all forms of discrimination to 
continue. 

If I could have it my way, everyone would 
be treated equally. But another no one cares 
what I think. And as long as you have that 
one group of narrow-minded idiots who 
think that their race is superior, equality will 
never happen. 

Maybe we should take the great Bob 
Dylan’s advice and forget the concept of 
equality. After all, we’re all just going to die 
anyway, just like our society if things don’t 
start to change. 


Religious extremism blowing up in our faces 


ihads, crusades and inquisitions. 

Violence in the name of God is no new 

occurrence in the world, but today it 

seems like people are becoming aggressive 
in their beliefs in ways that haven’t been 
seen in ages. 

Religious zeal is not a bad thing. 
However all too often we see members 
of a peaceful religion taking their faith to 
frightening levels. 

In this somewhat holy time of year, with 
Easter right around the corner and the Lent 
season in progress, it is important that we 
understand the mistakes of the past, and 
even the present, so that in the future we 
may be able to avoid the atrocities that have 
occurred in service of a deity. 

Whether it is Muslim extremists with 
bombs on their chests in the Middle East 
or Christian churches stateside picketing 
at soldiers’ funerals, among every religion, 
there are plenty of wolves dens. 

Some people wonder when religions 
became so willing to lash out. But a quick 
look at history shows that many religions 
have been fairly war-like from their 
inceptions. It has just been a while since the 
religions of the world have had any reason 
to attack. 

On a 2006 episode of the Fox News 
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show Hannity and 
Colmes, an interview 
was conducted with 
Shirley Phelps Roper 
of Westborough 
Baptist Church, 

a church whose 
congregation protests 
at the funerals of 
soldiers killed in 
action in Iraq and 
Afghanistan with 
signs that bear 
numerous anti-gay 
slogans, in addition 
to many bearing the 
slogan, “Thank God 
for Dead Soldiers.” 

This is just one of a few examples of 
religious fundamentalism gone horribly 
wrong. 

Another is the now infamous Jesus 
Camp documentary based on the Kids on 
Fire School of Ministry, where counselors 
viciously condemn a number of things to 
educate children on God. 

In order to understand why the religions 
of the world seem so hostile these days, one 
needs look no further than nature. 

Any given animal no matter how docile, 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 
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will become extremely fierce when cornered, 
And in the modern day, with tremendous 
advances in science and our understanding 
of the natural world, some religious zealots 
feel they have been backed into a corner. 

Religion is being forced to lash out, like 
an animal driven into a corner. Extremists 
have existed in many religions even when 
said religions were in power. Muslim 
extremists have their roots as early as the 
eleventh century. Christianity also has 
shown a more violent nature at times in 
history, such as the Salem witch trials and 
the Spanish Inquisition. 

Luckily the majority of all religious 
people have not turned to extremism or 
violence. 

Now that we’re into the season of Lent, 
we must know the difference between being 
proud of our faith and crossing the line into 
extremism. 

As Americans we are granted certain 
freedoms concerning faith, or lack thereof. 

But as times change it becomes more and 
more important to use these freedoms to 
understand and accept each other and our 
faiths, rather than drawing battle lines and 
taking up arms to cleanse the earth of one 
another. 


-senior 
Adam Black 


What 
are you 


‘ “I’m going 
doing, 
for Tennessee 
; with my 
Spring friends and 
Break? family.” 


SIEVE DOTY 


he striped feline wanders around 
looking for its prey. It stumbles 
upon its victim and quickly strikes. 
The helpless meow-mix quickly falls. 

This is the every day life for a new 
breed of cats bred in California. The cats 
are called Toygers. It’s a mix between a 
tiger anda house cat. It looks like a tiger, 
but one foot tall. 

It’s little things like this that make one 
wonder about the other things possible 
with genetic engineering. 

The advantages of it are unlimited, 
but the drawbacks are few but 
dangerous. 

There have been tests about humans 
getting pig hearts and other parts from 
pigs. Some people have actually had 
them implanted. 

One man lived for another four 
months on a pig heart until it eventually 
gave out. 

Yeah, the heart did give out, but four 
months is a lot better than none. 

Scientists have also replaced diabetic 
pancreas’ that don’t create enough 
insulin with genetically enhanced pig 
ones that work. 

The downsides, though small in 
number, are pretty severe. If the body 
the part is placed into rejects it, it can be 
fatal. If the part fails from overwork, it 


Genetic engineering drawbacks few, but risky 


-freshman 
Taylor Finn 


-junior 
Karen Guzman 


“| plan to “lam 

save money taking 

for Mexico, drivers ed.” 
and be 

with my 

boyfriend.” 


can also be fatal. 


The other major thing in genetic 
engineering is the topic of cloning. 

Yeah, we have all heard about Dolly 
the cloned sheep from years ago, but 
recently they have been trying to clone 
dogs and cats. 

Cloning is pretty simple in theory, 
but not everything goes right. 

To clone an animal, scientists have to 
get the reproductive cells out of the male 
and separate the DNA. After that, they 
take the embryonic cell out of a female 
animal and replace the DNA code of the 
female with the DNA code of the male. 

That cell must be successfully 
implanted into the female animal, and 
she must deliver the new baby. This 
process will create a genetic copy of the 
male animal. 

We can get so many more 
advancements with cloning. Not only 
will we be able to clone animals, plants 
would be next. We could have plenty of 
food for everyone. 

The main confusion in cloning is that 
not everyone realized that when the 
clone is made it is still a baby, not the 
same age as the subject being cloned. 

The downsides to this are all ethical. 
Some people are for it, and some against 
it. Decide for yourself. 
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FACT 


-sophomore -English 
Jacki McDonald teacher Deb 
Brabander 


lath “St. Louis 
hanging out to visit my 
with friends daughter 
and and 
working.” beautiful 


grandkids.” 


OPINION 


10,000 gallons The amount 
of saliva a normal human 
produces in a lifetime 


“That’s very gross. 
It’s a weird fact, but 
you don’t hear it 
everyday.” 


-freshman Ben Williams 


22 million The number of 
people who have died from 
AIDS 


“Safe sex is the key 
to happiness.” 


-sophomore Christian Trotter 


-source: WeirdHealth.com; 
UntilThere’sACure.com 
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bea 
prom queen 


at Macy's 


Awesome dresses. Way. 

At Macy's, we have totally trendy 
looks to make your prom kickin‘ 
Hot styles, fresh colors, 

sparkling accents... 

we've got what you want 

for a glamorous night! 

All you need now is your king! 


Prom dresses available in our 
Dress Department in all stores. 
Visit our Glenbrook store to find 
our very best selection. 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


-Dance For Dustin held in honor 
of injured senior Dustin Faurote 


-Cover Story: With graduation 
coming up, WB? takes a look at 
senioritis ¢ 


- Baseball wins first SAC game 
against Concordia | % 


- Boys’ golf Q&A with senior 
Corey Erdly 1° 


-TV games shows are meking a 
primetime comeback 


-Modest Mouse CD review 


- Staff editorial: Is America ready 
for a woman or black President? 


-Photo Opinon: Why do we 
care so much about celebrities? 
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Bruins respond big to Faurote injur 


Senior Dustin Faurote injured during Spring Break; Bruins rush to raise over $7,700 


BRIAN WOLF 


7730.30 as of April 20. During a two- 

week period Bruins and staff members 

here at Northrop have been collecting 
money to help senior, Dustin Faurote and his 
mom with his injury. 

There are other activities that will be 
going on to help raise money for Faurote. 
Bruins held a dance, cook out, and had a hat 
day. Seniors Kara Hinde, Megan Orendorff 
and others got the approval from principal 
Barb Ahlersmyer to have the dance for 
Dustin on Friday, April 20: 

‘Tts great that they collected so much 
money, but it still wont be enough for his 
family,” said Loch. ”I think they should still 
try and collect a lot more then they already 
have.” 

Over the week of spring break, a group 
of senior friends went to South Padre Island 
in Texas. About half way through the week a 
severe accident happened to Faurote. 

“I was at Disney World in Florida when 
this happened, when I heard about it I flew 
out there (Texas) to see him,” said Loch. 


“| was at Disney World in 
Florida when this 
happened, 

when | heard about it | 
flew there (Texas) 


to see him.” -senior Katie 
Loch 
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On April fourth Faurote and some friends 
were on the beach taking pictures when a 
freak accident happened, he broke his neck 
on a South Padre beach. What had happened 
was Faurote ran out on to the beach and 
dove in to the shallow part of the water. As a 
wave came in, the force of the wave took him 
the wrong way right in to the sand. 

“When he was just floating on the water I 
got scared,” said junior Stephanie Smith.” He 
then didn’t come up right away and then 
he floated to the surface having trouble 
breathing.” 

Senior Cody Greenawalt and Mark 
Griffiths ran over and pulled him out of the 
ocean and laid him up on the beach. 

Once they saw he was having trouble 
breathing they immediately called 911 and 
he was rushed to a local hospital in South 
Padre Island. Then eventually was airlifted 
to a hospital 40 minutes away. 

“His mom is still struggling with all that 
has happened, said Loch. 

Faurote is currently located in a Texas 
hospital, as of now Faurote is classified as 
a quadriplegic. Quadriplegic is partial or 
total lost of feeling in the arms or legs. He 
suffered damaged to several of his vertebras 
in his neck, including his C5. This vertebra is 
vital to his arms, hands, breathing and other 
critical functions. The fracture to his C5 was 
about a teardrop fracture. 

After about 10 days in a hospital in Texas, 
Faurote was accepted to the Shepherd Center 
in Atlanta Georgia. That is where he will 
travel to start his rehabilitation. 
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“T have to stay strong for him,” said Loch. 

Even though he is classified as a 
quadriplegic, friends say he has said he has 
feeling in his arms. A way to show support 
for Faurote there has been a page made up 
on Carepages.com where family and friends 
can check up on his condition and things 
that happened, during the day, with him. 

“Reading all the messages, even the ones 
from his friends really put him in a better 
mood,” said Loch 

His house will need to be reconstructed 
so that it is wheel chair compatible, he will 
be in a wheel chair for a while. 

“Its really good that people care so 
much,” said Loch. 


Bruins danced and had a cookout April 20 to 
show support for Faurote and family. Bruins 
also paid $1 to enter to raise money. 


Pontius, Gray strongarm competition, 
become new Mr., Miss Northop ‘07 


EMILY WEIGAND 


The 22™ annual Mr. and Miss Northrop 
bodybuilding contest was held on 
Friday, March 23. Seven ladies and 10 
men competed to become known as the 
strongest student in Northrop. 

Among those were top winners, senior 
Kiera Gray and Jared Pontius. The two 
also placed first in their preliminary 


Miss 


women and men’s short divisions. 

WB? What went through your mind when 
you won? 

KG: I pretty much knew I was going to win. 
It wasn’t really a surprise. 

JP: I hoped I would and I was excited. 

WB? Why did you enter the contest? 

KG: I did it last year and I got second so I 
wanted to come back and get first. 

JP: Everyone told me I should do it. 


WB? What did it take you to prepare 
yourself for the contest? 

KG: It came naturally because I am in track 
and basketball. 

JP: I was already in wrestling so I didn’t 
have to do much. I just didn’t eat the day of 
the contest. 

WB? How long have you been training as a 
bodybuilder? 

KG: About a year and a half. 

JP: I didn’t really train (beyond what I 
normally do). 

WB? How many years did you compete? 
KG: two years 

JP: two years 

WB? Were you nervous being on stage in 
front of the school? 


Nola dalaeye 
‘07, senior ; 
Kiera Gray 


Mr. 
Northrop 
‘07, senior 
. Jared 
Pontius 
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KG: I just wanted to get it over with 
because I wanted to eat. 

JP: I wasn’t really nervous because | 
couldn’t see the audience from the stage. 


Bruin speakers go state, grab fourth 


CLINT SPAHR 


The Northrop speech team finished its 
state meet at Southport High School in 
Indianapolis, placing fourth overall with 10 
speakers getting into the semifinals or finals in 
their respective events. 

Competitors who made it into their 
semifinal rounds include senior Treaver 
Bingham international extemporaneous 
and impromptu, senior Mindy McDonald 
domestic extemporaneous, senior Zach Norris 
impromptu and domestic extemporaneous, 
Caty Deventer original oratory, junior Ethan 
Strimple humor, junior Emily Walters radio 
broadcasting, and sophomore Nicole Griffetts 
original performance. 

Competitors who made it to their final 
round included junior Nick Kwolek, who 
took second in international extemporaneous 
and first in impromptu, senior Chelsi Ewing 
who took second discussion, and junior Emily 
Weigand who took fourth in broadcasting. 
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Junior Nick Kwolek practices before 
state rounds, where he placed twice 
plus taking first place in impromptu 
speaking. 


Bruin speakers compete in Indy; 10 make semifinals, finals 


“T was happy to win impromptu, but 
I really wanted to win in international 
extemporaneous,” said Kwolek. 

“They had a rule change at the beginning 
of the year that made it harder to get into the 
finals and semi-finals and that made getting 
into the final round that much harder,” said 
Archbold. 

“Their competition was that much harder 
and they still did really well.” 

The state meet sees competitors go 
through three rounds in the preliminaries. 
From there, the top 18 competitors in every 
category move onto the semifinals. The 
semifinals contain two rounds with three 
judges. The top six semifinalists move on to 
the final round with five judges. 

“It was a little bittersweet,” said Ewing. 
“I was tired and burned out from the season, 
but thinking this was my last (area or state) 
speech meet made me sad.” 
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Thoroughly Modern 
Millie hits Bruin stage 


In the lead role of Millie, a woman in New York 
City in the ‘20s, senior Tara Deal and a large 
cast bring the Tony-award winning musical 
Thoroughly Modern Millie to the Northrop 
stage, April 27-28. 


Thoroughly Modern Millie, a thoroughly 
entertaining spring musical performed April 
27-28. 

“We chose this musical over all the others 
mainly because we knew we had a perfect 
cast for it,” said musical director Jeannette 
Walsh. 

The musical is about Millie Dillmount, 
played by senior Tara Deal, who goes to 
New York City looking for her fortune. 

There are really two plots to the show. But 
it depends on what night you go. 

One of those plots is that she goes to New 
York and meets a rich man Jimmy, played by 
senior Adam Bishop. 

The other plot is that when Millie gets to 
NYC. She moves into the Priscilla Hotel who 
is run by the unscrupulous Mrs. Meers. She 
is being played by sophomore Marlie Reed. 

Mrs. Meers is also selling younger people 
into slavery in Hong Kong, 

She is assisted by her laundrymen Ching 
Ho, played by Senior Ryan Annis, and Bun 
Foo, played by Freshman Kenny Deal. 

“The actors and actresses are really good 
this year,” said Tara Deal. 

The shows are on April 27, and 28 at 7:00 
P.M. The tickets are going to be five dollars 
for students and eight for adults. 

“As in all musicals, alls well that ends 
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More Scholastic Art winners announced 


With the Scholastic Art winners hav- 
ing entered the competition these are the 


following placers. 

Junior’s, Seth Bauserman Gold Key, 
Travis Becker Gold Key, Nichole Kend- 
regan Gold Key and Silver Key, Kevin 


Leigh- Manuell Certificate of Merit,and 
Silver Key, Staci Makridakis Certificate of 
Merit, Eric Wunderlin Silver Key, Brittnie 


Arroyo, Silver Key, Ryan Emrick Gold 


Key and Silver Key, Sarah Pippenger Sil- 
ver Key, and Jessica Williams Gold Key. 


Seniors Samantha Dangler two Silver 


Keys and Certificate of Merit, Kiera Gray 
two Gold Keys and Certificate of Merit, 


Planeteers go state 


Northrop’s Envirothon team has 
excelled in their regional competition 
and will be competing for the state title 
in Muncie on April 24". 

The team, who call themselves the 
“Planeteers,” received a score of 51/100 
questions right. This is the highest 
score in the history of the competition. 

“We're setting our sights for 
nationals,” said junior Cameron 
DeFord. 

The Planeteers along with advisor 
Tom Knudson are currently working 
on their final project of building an 
imaginary solar powered community 
center. 

“This is a great opportunity to learn 
about alternative energies, to benefit 
our environment,” said junior Ross 
Bercot. 


Super Bowl takes 
recent thirds, fifths 


Academic Super bowl snaged two 
third place and four fifth place finishes 
at its recent regional competition. 

The team place fifth in social 
studies, science, English and Fine 
Arts. They placed third in math and 
Interdisciplinary. 

“T and (assistant coach Brandon) 
Basham feel the team really works 
hard and works good together,” said 
coach Christine Binns. 

Even though the team had such 
a short season, the team has been 
preparing since Thanksgiving last 
year. 

“Wish we had more competitions 
then we do, so we could have more 
practice of going to meets,” said Binns. 


WB? / APRIL 2007 


Kristin Johnson Gold Key, Racheal Johnson 
Silver Key, Katelyn MacDonald Gold Key 
and Certificate of Merit, Aleks Fansler Gold 
Key and Certificate of Merit, Katie Reidy 
Gold Key and Silver Key, Ryan Anicete Silver 
Key. Sophomores Chelsey Robertson Gold 
Key, Chelsea Abbott Gold Key and Silver 
Key, Megan Daniel Gold Key and Certificate 
of Merit, Cassandra Kizer Silver Key, Logan 
Roeth Silver Key, and Matthew Voght Silver 
Key. 

“The kids submit work and once you 
submit your best work, you wait and hope to 
win,” said 


SADD brings awareness 


SADD, or Students against destructive 
decisions is holding their annual essay 
contest as a part of alcohol awareness week, 
thw week before prom. 

“The theme this year is ‘your anti-drug,’ 
or what you do with your life instead of 
doing drugs,” said SADD sponsor Lilly 
Mikol. 

During acohol awareness week Tues, May 
8th there will be a freshman, sophomore 
assemblys. Then later a Mock Crash will be 
shown.Also, Thurs May 10, an assembly will 
take place for juniors, and seniors. 

The deadline for the essay will be May 4, 
and the top three entrants will be chosen the 
following Monday. 

“The top three winners will win some sort 
of prize like a gift certificate or chocolate, 
because chocolate rules, and the other 
entrants will probably receive some sort of a 
constellation prize,” said Mikol. 


WB? gets recogonized 


What's Bruin? received an honor that 
is uncommon for the staff, when a local 
newspaper wrote a story on senior staff 
members Zach Norris,Nick Stieber and 
advisor Pete Baney. This is the first time the 
staff has been recognized by a local paper to 
this extent. 

“I was very honored to be on it,” said 
Norris, “it’s really going to open a lot of 
doors for me.” 

Baney, though surprised at the 
recognition, also felt it will have a positive 
affect on the staff. 

“It was an honor, I didn’t expect the local 
paper to do that. It brings a lot of attention 
to the staff, it may have only focused on the 
students who won awards, but it was a real 
boost to all the staff in the end,” said Baney. 


S ick of school 

E xcited for the future 
I; class over yet? 

R eady to jeave 

I s it time to leave? 


I don’t want to be here 


S o ready to graduate weserainn 


JULIE NGUYEN 


a enioritis, It’s a universal disease that hits seniors after the 


L college applications have been sent, the anticipation is 
unbearable and the distaste for school hits an all-time high. So 


far, it’s been defined as being lazy and slacking off. 
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Senior Chris Bolger’s definition was, “It’s 
just slacking off senior year: You just don’t 
do anything you’re supposed to.” 

Amanda Griffith, another senior, can 
relate, having slacking down to an art form. 
“Having senioritis, it basically mean you’re 
lazy and that you just slack off. This year I’m 
taking a lot of slacker classes that I can blow 
off. I don’t have to be in class all the time 
and I just make up the work and pass it with 
an A.” 

Seniors don’t usually handle senioritis 
well by being lazy and generally bored of 
high school already, but their behavior usu- 
ally gets better. 

An example of this is Bolger who’s doing 
better this year, towards disciplinary prob- 
lems. 

“This year I haven't gotten into any 
fights. Last year and before, I used to always 
be in fights. This year, I’m a little better at it. 
I even stopped having referrals.” 

Griffith can see where he’s coming from. 
“I really don’t know why I’m doing better 
this year than last year. Especially towards 
grades. Last year I had harder classes and I 
slacked off but this year, I have easy classes 
and I’m still slacking off.” 

Griffith and Bolger’s friends are also a 
victim of senioritis but Griffith just shrugs it 
off. 


“I really DONT 
have 
Sei Oigeleualesiea 


-senior Adam Black 


“All of my friends have it. They do basically 
the same thing I do except it’s more extreme. 
Some just go to school once a week.” 

Bolger’s friends all also have it and they 
do what Bolger does. “They just don’t do 
their work but they all have senioritis, what 
do you expect. It’s common.” 

Seniors get more privileges this year, with 
the school, parents, and especially parking 
at the senior lot. 

“That's probably something I haven’t 
done this year. Parked at the senior parking 
lot. That was pretty exciting,” jokes Griffith. 

Griffith also took a spring break trip 
where she and a group of her friends drove 
down to Panama City. 

“I couldn't have really done that before.” 

Bolger didn’t really do anything this year 
that he hadn’t done before. “I just didn’t get 
into fights this year which was good. People 
made me mad last year and talked stuff 
about me.” 

Being a senior gives you good career oc- 
cupations to explore too, such as interning 
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which Griffith took advantage of. 

“I interned at Lutheran Hospital and also 
Parkview Hospitals. I just basically shad- 
owed nurses.” 

Senioritis is a bad disease that commonly 
hits seniors but who could blame them? 
With high school being over with just a 
few weeks away, it’s hard to concentrate on 
school when there are so much more other 
things to do which was the message that 
Griffith and Bolger were trying to convey. 


IT’S NOT AFFECTING ALL 


Bad grades, skipping school, sleeping 
in, and poor attendance, turning in papers 
in late or the possibility of not at all are few 
examples of a terrible disease. What is this 
that is being spoken of? Senioritis. 

However, not all bruins are faced with 
this so called “disease” that gives makes 
seniors not even want to come to school 
anymore. The fact is there are seniors that 
are coping well with reality school isn’t out. 

“I like to stay busy. I like to achieve my 
goals and I like to learn,” said senior Bran- 
don Garr who doesn’t have senioritis. 

After talking to a few bruin seniors not all 
them feel so anxious to move on and leave 
the four year halls they have come to walk 
every day. 

“I really don’t have senioritis,” said se- 
nior Adam Black. 

“I guess I like to expand my horizons. 

I made it a challenge this year to get my 
G.P.A. up so it helps me not have it (seniori- 
tis),” said Garr. 

Garr feels that if you stay busy and keep 
focused time will pass by. The time will pass 
by and high school won’t seem as dreadful. 
“T’ll probably start thinking about it the last 
two weeks of school, said Black. It will most 
likely hit me somewhere around then.” 

Some of bruin seniors have ditched 
homework and taken little trips to get out of 
homework. 

“I know someone who went to Pokagen 
Park on a Wednesday night and skipped 
doing their homework,” said Garr, while dis- 
cussing some ways that seniors have done 
not to do work. 

With the end of the year coming close 
an end it seems that coping with senioritis 
doesn’t have to face all. 

“I have two classes right now, I have stuff 
to do. So I figure why not do just do it,” said 
Black talking about why he isn’t having 
problems with class. 

A lot of bruin seniors feel that the reason 
why they have the “symptoms” and it’s 
affecting them harshly is because of gradua- 
tion being pushed forward to January sixth. 

“I think the best advice is just setting 
goals for yourself and being busy would 
help get seniors pass the anxiousness of 
graduation,” said Garr. 
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Zzz. Senior Chris Bolger drifts 
class, a common sign of seni¢ 
Right, Senior Brandon Garr st 
the library. He claims he is not 
affected by senioritis. 
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ving senioritis, it basically means 
’re lazy and that you just slack off.” 


-senior Amanda Griffith 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON 
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JUNIORITIS? 


‘“"Nervous- 
ness of 
preparing 
for the 
future.” 


-Dick Juergens, on 
Junioritis 


Below, Dippin’ out: Junior Dick Juergens 
shows what it might look like when Bruins 
decide to skip out on school and leave. 
He admits to having been an offender. 
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Junioritis. What is it and is it contagious? 

One word, yet many meanings. Some 
define it as a bad attitude towards school, 
and others say junioritis is about being ner- 
vous for the future and college. 

Junior Dick Juergens defines it as, “Ner- 
vousness of preparing for the future.” 

Juergens is currently a Junior here at 
Northrop and plans to go to the University 
of Cincinnati and become a physical thera- 
pist. 

For many Bruins, already having their 
future planed makes the high school years 
drag by. 

“Ready to get your junior year over with 
and get out of school,” is how Junior Geoff 
Bauer defined his version of junioritis. 

For the most part Bruin juniors agree ju- 
nioritis is all about wanting to be out of high 
school. 

“You're over the hill and ready to get 
out,” Juergens said. 

A lot of the problem with people who 
claim to have junioritis is they 
have a hard time wanting to stay at 
school or come on time. 

“Sometimes I sleep in and 
just come late to school,” Juergens 
said. 

For other Bruins Junior 
year is the hardest year to come. 

“I think it’s (school) going 
to get easier senior year because 
I’m doing all the hard stuff now,” 
Juergens said. 

Since everyone is in high 
school until they finish required 
classes, what action should be 
taken to shake this feeling of being 
trapped in school? 

Some Bruins are decid- 
ing not to let junioritis bring them 
down and they’ve decided to oc- 
cupy their time with other things. 

For Juniors Kylee Malone 
and Nathan Riley sports is their 
outlet from all the craziness. 

Malone has played vol- 
leyball for 7 years and has been an 
active member of the volleyball 
team for 3. 

Whereas Riley has played 
Northrop soccer for 3 years and 
been on the swim team for 2. 
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Malone agrees that junioritis exsists and 
that it’s taken an effect on her also. 

She says it might not seem like its 
taken an effect on her because she comes 
to school and gets good grades. She admits 
she comes to school and gets good grades 
so she’s able to play sports. 

“Being in a sport, you have to go 
to school and can’t skip as much,” said 
Malone. 

Most Bruins agree that junioritis does 
exsist, while there are those who disagree. 

“The majority of kids don’t want to 
come to school, not just juniors and seniors, 
so there’s no point in putting a name to it 
because it effects everyone,” said Riley. 

While sports are a motivation for 
Malone to come to school, Riley admits he 
still has a hard time wanting to come to 
school. 

“Even though I play a sport I still don’t 
want to come to school.” 

If you feel stuck in a rut and don’t feel 
like you can make it through another year 
of high school. Try to find something to oc- 
cupy time and ease the pressures of school. 

Junioritis might not exsist for everyone, 
but if you feel you have it try to stay 
occupied. 

Juergens advice is, “Get all your stuff 
done now, so you don’t have to worry 
about it senior year,” and maybe it can help 
from catching this “disease.” 


ay 


‘The majority of kids 
don’t want to come 


to school, not just 
Juniors and seniors. 
There’s no point in 
putting a name to 
it because at affects 
everyone.’ “ 


-junior Nathan Riley 


Erdly leads boys’ golf through rain, 
snow; Bruins win first match 


hings aren't exactly up to par with the 
boys’ golf team so far this season, with 
the weather causing everyone to be a 
couple strokes behind. 

Signs look good for the Bruins after their 
first two actual competition meets. The first 
was the Bruin Invitational on April 14, and 
the second starting off the SAC matches 
against Luers. 

Even with the slow start, senior Corey 
Erdly plans to take charge of the team and 
get everyone off to a good season as the new 
head captain. 

In their most recent match, which was 


at Elmhurst, the 
Bruins defeated the 
Trojans, 172-213. Junior 
Anthony Burgette won 
the match with a 39. 
Junior Cory Wenclaff 
tied Erdly with the 

43, and senior Nick 
Minnich scored a 50. 
Erdly had a 43, but 
still served as a team 
leader. 


WB? How has the 
weather affected you 
and the team lately? 
CE: It’s hard because 
we aren't able to have 
any practices. We need 
to make sure that we 
are still ready for the 
season. 

WB? What have you 
and the team been 
doing to prepare even 
though you can’t have 
regular practices? 

CE: We have only had 
two practices so far as 
team together. Junior 
Anthony Burgette and 
[have gone and hit 
balls by ourselves. 
WB? Do you have any 
personal goals that 
you want to set for 
yourself this season? 
CE: I want to be able to 
make All SAC. Making 
it to State would be a 
pretty nice thing too. 
WB? What do you 
want to improve most 
for yourself or a team? 
CE: Dropping my 
average is something 
I’m really going to work hard on. I want it to 
drop at least a couple strokes. 

WB? In your opinion, who are the other 
strong golfers to look out for this season? 
CE: Definitely watch out for junior Burgette 
and senior Nick Minnich. 

WB? After competing finally, how do you 
think things are going to work out for you 
personally and the team as a whole? 

CE: I have started out really strong and 

so has all of the team. We are all coming 
together and it should make for a good 
rewarding season. 
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Out ina Flash 


he 1 and done rule, for it or against 
| it, your pick. But the new NBA rule 
on high school students not being 
able to jump straight to the pro’s is in 
question. 


Out Of Freshman stars 


like Texas’ Kevin 
Bounds Durant and Ohio 
State’s Greg Oden 
dominated their 
conferences and ran 
their team, but why 
shouldn’t they have 
just gone onto the 
NBA. 

Coaches and 
analysts have said 
that is gives the 
players one more 
year to get a feel 
and prepare for the 
next level. But as a 
freshman, if they were the player to be 
able to lean on when the team is in need, 
then maybe they don’t need another year, 
maybe they are already there. 

Texas Tech coach Bobby Knight has 
came out on this rule and showed his 
displeasure for it. Knight believes that 
players such as Durant and Oden should 
just skip their 1-year of college and go 
straight to the NBA. Maybe Knight just 
wants Durant gone due to the fact that the 
Longhorns defeated Knights’ Red Raiders 
twice this season. 

Before this rule, players like Lebron 
James jumped right into the NBA from 
high school where he has become a 
basketball icon and franchise player for 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Some players have had their own 
television show, Through the Fire, from 
going straight to the NBA, such as Boston 
Celtic Sebastian Telfair. Telfair now, like 
James has his on shoe, which is produced 
by Adidas. 

Another problem is having star players 
skip their senior season to enter the 
NBA draft. This includes UCLA's Aaron 
Afflalo, who led the Bruins to a Final Four 
appearance. 

The championship title defending 
Gators however, have a problem of their 
own. Four of their starting juniors, of 
Corey Brewer, Al Horford, Joakim Noah, 
and Taurean Green all will skip their 
senior season and go for the draft. 

Some players, are staying in college, 
despite their high draft potential, 
including North Carolina’s Tyler 
Hansborough and Ty Lawson. 


NICK 
EHLERDING 
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s the sun began to rise on a chilly 
Anes morning, head baseball 

coach Rob Milledge had to make a 
decision and fast. 

As the weather radar predicted rain for 
that day, Milledge made the decision that the 
team would still go to Richmond to play a 
double header against the Red Devils for the 
team’s first game of the season. 

Center fielder and captain senior Alex 
Samudio would lead the team with five runs 
during the first game, he also hit the only 
homerun and stole three bases to lead the 
team to their first victory. The ending score 
was 15-5. 

“To bat over four hundred and beat the 
Northrop record for stolen bases,” said 
Samudio, on his goals for this year. 

Derrick Westfield ,’83-’85, currently holds 
the Northrop record for most stolen bases. 
Westfield stole forty-five bases during his 
high school career. 

During the second game against 
Richmond, the Bruins would come away 
with another win. The score was 0-0 until 
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Left, Senior Josh 
Smith delivers an ace 
to the plate against 
Dekalbn in their home 
opener. 

Below, Junior Tyler 
Spillner swings for 
the fences in an at- 
bat against Dekalb 

in front of the home 
crowd. 
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the top of the third inning when the Bruins 
would make five runs against the Red 
Devils. 

The team would lead the game until the 
bottom of the sixth when the Red Devils 
scored two runs. But the team would not 
let them get away with it. By time the game 
ended, the Bruins would make two more 
runs and finish the game, 8-3. 

“T felt really good about our team after 
Richmond. A lot of guys hit really well and 
our defense and pitching looked good also,’ 
said second baseman and captain junior 
Tyler Spillner. 

As the team begins their season, the SAC 
has ranked them second behind long time 
rival Snider. 

“I feel we should be first because we 
are a better hitting team as well as a better 
defensive team,” said Spillner. 


v 
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Baseball beats weather, 
Richmond to rev up season 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


The team has one tradition that has been 
done since the ‘90’s. Every member of the 
varsity team dye’s their hair blonde. 

“Since the kids went to the state 
Championship game in 1999 the whole 
team has bleached their hair ever since” , 
said head coach Rob Milledge. 

Some of the top-returning players this 
season include seniors Josh Smith, Samudio, 
Zach Meyer, Adam Riker, Chad Seslar, 
and juniors Dan Beer, Spillner and David 
Weigand. 

“This team has many valuable 
players in every position which makes it for 
the best well rounded team I have 
coached,” said Milledge. 

The team played their eigth game against 
the Wayne Generals. Spillner and Houck 
both brought in three runs each, Degitz 
followed closely behind with two RBI’s 
himself. 

Riker and Spillner each stole a base to 
help the Bruins to a 15-10 victory, and a 2-0 
start in the SAC. 

“ We want to win SAC as well as 
sectionals and then hopefully more after 
that,” said Spillner. 


“We have plenty 
of talent. We 
are awesome 
defensively and 
we connect well 
as players.” 


-senior center flelder 
Alex Samudio 


Rain haults races, 
girls’ track 1-0 


With three 
meets being 
cancelled due to 
bad weather, the 
girls’ track team 
began this year’s 
season with a 
delayed and 
waited start. 

The girls won 
their first meet 
on April 16 with 
a score of 88, 
they ran against 


Huntington 
Criteria of a leader: North (68), 
pop Gee ye ote" Warsaw (67), and 
peewee po but North Side (21) 
girls’ track back to a : 
state trophy. Top athletes 


for the meet 
included seniors Kiera Gray, Dina 
Petridis, and Beverly Elcock; and juniors 
Jenna Mahon and Jessica Harmes. 

Gray who competed in the high jump 
won with a height of 5-2. Petridis who 
competed in the pole vault won witha 
height of 11-3. 

Mahon won her event in the 800-yard 
dash with a time of 2:33.7 and Harmes 
took the 300 hurdles with a time of 48.2 
seconds. 

Elcock won her 400-yard dash with a 
time of 58.0 seconds. 

The year the team has set a goal of 
winning and keeping their state title. 

“A lot of improving needs to be done, 
but I think in the end we'll be able to pull 
through and win,” said Mahon. 

The team will have to improve in 
order to keep their goal by practice and 
commitment.. 


Girls’ tennis rebuilds 
at 0-2 start 


With five rainouts in the start of the 
season, the girl’s tennis teams has only 
played two matches and have a record 
of, 0-2. 

“With so many make ups this season, 
its like we will be playing a game almost 
every night,’ said coach Shane Crager. 

Some of the better singles players 
are sophomore Kylee Wierks and junior 
Amanda Harris. One of the better 
doubles team is Bailee Price and Jamie 
Curtis. 

“This looks like it should be a good 
year even with the 0-2 start,” said Crager. 


Spillner leads base- 
ball to 7-4; 2-0 in SAC 


The boys’ baseball team has been 
hit hard with bad weather so far this 
season, but the players fought through 
it and swept their first doubleheader at 
Richmond. 

“The kids are anxious to play,” said 
head coach Rob Milledge. 

Milledge said that of nine years as 
head coach, this has probably been the 
worst year for weather. 

“We're looking forward to winning 
state this year,” said Milledge. 

The team continues to stay strong 
though as they have already beat 
Richmond twice. The first game was 8-3, 
the second was 15-5. 

“It was good to start the season with 
two big wins,” said junior captain Tyler 
Spillner. 


Sordelet leans on sto- 
len base record 


The new season is here, and the Lady 
Bruins softball team is ready to go. They 
started their season playing against 
Huntington North. They lost, but they 
are still going at it. 

“We are doing well, our defense is 
amazing. We really just need to work 
on our hitting,” said Senior Megan 
Orendorff. 

Their record currently stands at 0-2 
against Huntington North and West 
Noble. 

Seniors this year include Senior 
Megan Orendorff, Jena Snyder, and 
Jessica Sordelet. 


Weather below par, 
boys’ golf 1-0 


With not-exactly golf weather as the 
sun hasn’t been up to par, the boys’ golf 
team hasn’t got to get a very regular start 
this season. 

The team is lead by Senior captain 
Cory Erdly, other leaders include senior 
Nick Minnich and junior Anthony 
Burgette. 

At the Bruin Invitational, the team 
placed second altogether. Erdly placed 
third individually. 

“T’m happy so far, I’m getting off to a 
very strong start. Things are looking good 
for us,” said Erdly. 
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Seniors lead boys’ 
track in opener 


The boys’ track 
team has had bad 
luck with weather 
this season. 

Northrop’s 
first two meets, at 
Harding against 
Harding and Bishop 
Dwenger, and the 
annual North Side 
relays, have been 
cancelled due to 
poor weather condi- 
tions. 

Northrop’s first 
meet that wasn’t 
cancelled was at 


Senior Brandon 
Russell has swept 


North Side against HSS ANAT 
Elmhurst North Side as feet so far this 
and South Side. one 

The Bruins beat out all the other schools 
with 98 points. 


Senior Nick Adams won the discus throw. 
Senior Brandon Russell won the 100 meter 
dash. Also, senior Bobby Moldovan won his 
event, which was the 1600 meter run. 

“We dropped the baton twice on our 
relays, which disqualified us, but we still had 
enough points to come in first,” said sopho- 
more relay runner Jedaiah Newton. 

The Indiana Association of Track and 
Cross Country Coaches poll recently ranked 
Northrop as the fifth best track team in the 
state. 

The Bruins swept a meet with Norwell 
and Harding. Winners were sophomore 
Corey Shank in pole-vault, senior Quentin 
Walker in the 110-meter hurdles, senior Bran- 
don Russell in the 100-meter dash, and junior 
Andrew Piropato in the 1600-meter run. 


Rugby blows out ousts 
Angola, Warsaw; 2-2 


The boys’ rugby team is off to a 2-2 start 
under head coach Tom Riethmiller, coming 
off of a 52-5 blow out of Warsaw-Angola. 

Though the start may not be spectacular, 
fly half Lorne Russell expects the team to 
have a very good year, “I think we’re going 
to go pretty far in the state playoffs. We 
have a lot of young guys, but we have good 
leadership and I think that should get us 
pretty far,” said Russell. 

The outlook for the season will likely be 
clearer after big games this Saturday against 
Bloomington, and next Saturday in the 
Midwest Qualifier. 
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Top 10 


Highest Grossest Movies 
Worldwide 


Titanic (1997) 
-$1,845.0 million 


The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King (2003) 
-$1,118.9 million 


NR 


Pirates of the Carribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest (2006) 
-$1,065.7 


Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone (2001) 
-$976.5 million 


The Lord of the Ring: The Two 
Towers (2002) 
-$926.3 million 


ecg 


Star Wars: Episode I - The 
Phantom Menace (1999) 
-$924.3 million 


Shrek 2 (2004) 
-$920.7 million 


non 


Jurassic Park (1993) 
-$914.7 million 


Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire (2005) 
-$892.2 million 


1 0) Harry Potter and the Chamber 
e 


of Secrets (2002) 
-source: The-Movies-Times.com 


10 CNY 


-$876.7 million 


Coming UP 


Books 


-source: barnesandnoble.com 


April 23 


Simple Genius 

Body Surfing 

River Knows 

Back on Blossom Street 

Horse Radish: Bitter 
Truths You Can’t 
Avoid 


April 30 


All Together Dead 
Union 
Feeling Blue 


Storm 
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The Yiddish Policeman’s 
Dream When You’re 


At the Center of the 


Latest Modest Mouse doesn’t ‘float on’ 


leven years after their debut album 
E This Is a Long Drive for Someone with 

Nothing to Think About, Modest Mouse 
has released their fifth album entitled We 
Were Dead Before the Ship Even Sank, debuting 
number one on the Billboard charts. 

In their most recent attempt at recording 
albums with ridiculously long titles, Mouse 
has done nothing more than make a lighter 
pop version of their most famous long title 
Good News for People Who Love Bad News. 

The album features the band’s usual 
creative lyrics, written by lead singer Isaac 
Brock, with a new sound that Brock describes 
as a “nautical balalaika carnival romp,” 
which is also a nice use of big words. 

Personally I would describe it as an 
“oceanic babbling circus frolic,” but that’s 
just me and my use of words that are just 
smaller and that mean exactly the same 
thing. 

Out of these first few tracks, “Dashboard” 
is the song that will probably get the most 
radio play on the album, not because it’s the 
best, but because it has the most pop appeal. 

It’s hard to say which track has the best 
score, but if I had to choose one, I would pick 
“Steam Engenius,” which relies mainly on 
Marr’s well-placed guitar riffs. 

As in most of Mouse’s albums, it’s hard to 
find a song without a funny or at least mildly 
thought provoking lyric hidden somewhere 
in the track. 

For example, in “Education” Brock 
sings “Hardly education/ All them books I 
didn’t read/They just sat there on my shelf/ 
Looking much smarter than me.” 

One of my favorite Mouse lyric of all 
time though is from the song “This Devil’s 
Workday” from Good News: “Well let’s take 
this potted plant/ to the woods and set it 
free/ I’m gonna tell the owners/ just how 
nice that was of me.” 

Despite Brock’s talent for writing 
interesting lyrics, it is widely said that Brock 
is anything but Modest. 

The lyric “We were spitting venom at most 
everyone we know” in the song “Spitting 
Venom” is unfortunately not too far from the 
truth. 

A very reliable relative of mine, who 
wishes to remain nameless for fear of 


March 27 May 7 


tarnishing his own musical 
career who we will simply 
call “Verity,” recalls Brock’s 
attitude at a party in Seattle 
in late 2003, following a 
performance by “The Girls” 
at a local hot spot called 
“The Crocodile.” 

“So at the party, Isaac 
Brock went and took a little 
framed picture of Emperor 
Constantine off the wall and 
wrote ‘I win’ on it, basically 
defacing this property at the house,” said 
Verity. 

“Later when he was leaving, apparently 
I was in his way and I looked down, way 
down and to the left, because he’s so short, 
and there he was giving me a kind of ‘don’t- 
you-know-who-I-am’ stare, and I politely 
said ‘Excuse me,’ and he just left.” 

This is not an isolated incident though. 

In a recent Rolling Stone article, Brock used 
some harsh language in talking about a fan 
writing an unauthorized book about the 
band. 

“If you do a little research into his 
background he is very condemning of the 
people who worship him. He sets a sort of 
persona for the Northwest, sort of a ‘holier 
than thou,’ mainstream alternative attitude,” 
said Verity. 

Even so, the fact remains that if the public 
refused to listen to any musician with a bad 
attitude, we would only have Moby and Phil 
Collins on the radio. 

Don’t sink your opinion of We Were Dead 
though simply based on Brock’s attitude, but 
just know that this album doesn’t “Float On” 
quite as well as other Mouse albums in the 


Showtime 


NICK 
STIEBER 


In its first week 
of the Mod- 
est Mouse CD 
being released, 
it skyrocketed 
to the #1 rank 
in the Billboard 
200 Charts 
even after being 
released on the 
internet in Feb. 


COURTESY OF NICK STIEBER 


May 14 


Paul Wall The 6th Target Invisible Prey 

Fountains of Wayne After Dark Bad Luck and Trouble 

Jarvis Cocker Up in Honey’s Room Falling Man 

Kings of Leon Presidental Courage: The Witch of Portobello 

Jennifer Lopez George Washington To __ Last Flag Down: The Epic 

Throbbing Gristle Our time Journey of the last 
Confederate Warship 
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Primetime 
game night 


Shows that stump the average American 
viewer are back in popular demand, in 


primetime television 


MICHAEL HAYNES 


ame shows like The Price is Right, 

Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy! have 

been around for what seems like 
forever. But recently, a surge of primetime 
game shows has surfaced. NBC’s Deal or 
No Deal, Identity and 1 vs. 100 have aired 
and have become very popular. 

The premise of Are You Smarter Than A 
5th Grader?, popular new show on Fox, is 
exactly what the title suggests; can an adult 
answer questions up to the 5th grade level 
to win the game? 

Five actual 5th graders are on the 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


What is the fastest bird on land? 


What is the lowest prime number? 
How does the Earth’s moon give off light? 
Carefully is an example of what type of word? 


What is one regular term for a U.S. represenative? 


What is the largest animal in the world? 


show to answer the questions along with 
the contestant. If the contestant chooses, 

he or she may use the 5th graders for help 
during the game. If the contestant gets a 
question wrong, he or she must look into the 
camera and say, “I am not smarter than a 5th 
grader.” 

Freshman Lowell Ritter offers some 
insight into the show. 

“I’m thinking younger kids because they 
want to see adults fail at a kid’s-level show,” 
said Ritter of who is attracted to the show 

“In a way, it attracts all age groups.” 


New Ninja Turtles not another kids movie 


NICK EHLERDING 


Ko dudes! The turtles are 

-back again to keep the streets of New 
York City safe. This time, Shredder has 
been well and shredded and they have 
found a new enemy which consists of 

_ four immortal generals and Max Winters, 
voiced by Patrick Stewart, who has been 
an immortal for 3000 years and has waited 
for the stars to align again. 

Down in the sewers, the movie begins 
with only three of the turtles, as the oldest, 
Leonardo (blue), voiced by James Arnold 
Taylor, has gone off for further training in 
the jungle which was ordered by Master 
Splinter, voiced by Mako. 

TMNT is more of the four brothers 
fighting amongst themselves to join 
back together, as they all have went their 
separate lives. Michelangelo (orange), 
voiced by Mikey Kelly, still skateboards 
through the New York underground, but 
during the day is a birthday party turtle 
by the name of “Cowabunga Carl’s.” 

Donatello (purple), voiced by Mitchel 
Winfield, who is the brains of them all, 
is a phone-line computer operator. Then 
there is Raphael (red), voiced by Nolan 
North. He stays mysterious while he 
sleeps during the day and at night is 
out and about the town as he has taken 
the role as the Night Watcher. Who can 


then forget about Casey and April. Casey, 
of course, running around fighting crime 
with a hockey mask and a baseball bat, and 
April, who is still into the ancient history 
and their artifacts. 

April is in the jungle on a trip and 
discovers Leonardo where she tries to 
convince him to come back. He is reluctant 
at first but comes home within the week. 

Things are no reunion at home since the 
boys seem to be constantly fighting over 
problems like jealousy. But the boys have 
bigger problems. 3000 years ago, when 
the stars aligned and Winters was turned 
immortal, 13 monsters were let into the 
world and now are all loose within the city. 

All 13 monsters must be caught in order 
for Winters to turn mortal. The only things 
that are able to capture these so-called 
“monsters,” are the four immortal generals. 

So the turtles are in a fight for time, 
in which they need to stop the generals 
before the portal opens and closes, which 
would give the generals 3000 more years 
of immortality, which they threatened the 
human race. 

For a ninja turtle fan, TMNT brings 
back the good childhood memories. So it 
is advised to see it. Also the soundtrack 
happened to be better than expected, 
especially for a children’s movie. B+ 
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Ritter said that the reason why the show is 
so popular is because it’s new. 

“All shows are popular at the beginning,” 
said Ritter. 

With the show’s humor, host, and 
questions, Ritter concludes, “T like a lot of 
different game shows. 5th Grader is one of 
my favorites.” 

Another popular game show is Deal or 
No Deal, which focuses around one suitcase. 
The contestant picks one of 26 suitcases and 
hopes it contains a high amount of money. 

Instead of just opening the chosen case, 
the contestant picks other cases to open, to 
reveal other dollar amounts that are then 
taken out of play. A banker then offers the 
contestant an amount of cash in which the 
contestant can respond ‘Deal’ to the offer or 
‘No deal,’ to keep their chosen case. 

The contestant keeps going until they 
hopefully end up taking away the top prize 
of $1 million. 

Sophomores Jessie Gaze and Kent 
Boedeker reflected on Deal or No Deal in the 
midst of their second period class. 

“It’s repetitive,” said Gaze. 

Although the show can be a bit repetitive, 
the show still attracts millions of viewers 
weekly. Gaze and Boedeker agreed that 
everybody in general is attracted to the 
show, but especially elderly people. 

“It’s a raw source of entertainment. It’s 
appealing to everyone,” said Boedeker. 

“It always keeps you guessing. I wonder 
what's going to happen next,” said Gaze. 

Game shows have probably made a 
primetime comeback because people just 
enjoy the excitement of watching other 
people having the chance to win big money. 
No matter what the reason is though, the 
shows are taking the country by storm. 


EEE 


ANSWERS: 


. Ostrich 

. The number two 

. By reflecting off of the sun 
. An adverb 

. Two years 

. A blue whale 


Ou ON — 
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Minorities gaining influence in politics 


STAFF 


lections are coming up, and 
E the time has come. America 

has had all white male 
Presidents, but it is time to change. 

With U.S. Senator Barack Obama, 
of Illinois and Senator Hillary 
Clinton, from New York, running, 
the odds for this long needed 
occurrence are pretty good. 

This change, of course is for either 
an African American, or a female to 
become President. 

The majority of the What's Bruin? 
staff agreed on one thing. An 
African American President will 
change this nation for the better. 

Not only will they have new and 
better policies, it will bring a new 
face to the Government to America. 
America’s standing in the eyes 
of foreign countries is less than 
impressive and a little change could 
make us look better. 

Most of the staff thinks that an 
African American president will be 
able to make America’s diplomacy a 
little better. 

It doesn’t help that the current 
President is still sharing the views of 
his father rather than looking ahead 
for what America should be, not 
what it was. 

The other choice is a woman 
President. While we think a change 
is necessary, a woman in office may 
not be the change we need. 

One of the main concerns is that 
her husband will still influence the 
main woman candidate, Senator 
Hillary Clinton. Also that the 
presidency will turn into an office 
dominated by families. 

If Clinton gets office, it will 
mean two different families have 
been in office for over the past 12 
years. These would be the Bush 
and Clinton Families. That might 
be a problem in some people’s 
eyes. Most of the staff agreed that a 
woman President is not necessary or 
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needed to make the changes needed 
in this country’s government. At 
least not Hillary Clinton. If another 
political woman ran it could be a 
different story. 

One of the staff members 
explained it well. They pointed 
out that America is ready for both, 
but as a country we will be more 
accepting of an African American 
as President rather than a woman 
in office because men have been 
in office forever, some American’s 
don’t think a woman is ready to 
hold that powerful of a position. 

No matter what though, a white 
male in office is the last thing this 
country wants or needs to make 
the changes neccesary. It seems 
like no matter the policies, they all 
end up doing the same thing and 
making what's already bad, worse. 
So hopefully America will make a 
change for the better. 


FACT 
OPINION 


25 mph The average 
speed limit in America 


“I think it should be 
higher. That’s grandma 
Speed.” 


-junior Caleb Oren 


2,500 The number of lefties 
who die each year from using 
products made for right- 
handed people 


“I’m left-handed and 
I’m not dead yet.” 


-senior Ashley Bassett 


-source: Department of Motor 
Vehicles; ConsumerReports.com 


Go Bruinsitt 
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DANIEL FICKENSHER 


People can’t fear the inevitable 


ife is confusing. A person can 
spend their entire life searching for 
something, and never find it. 

Life is hard. A person can do as much as 
they possibly can to succeed in life, and in 
the end still fail. 

For most people, life is spent trying to 
accomplish all of their goals and dreams. 
However, one of the most confusing and 
difficult obstacles is along the path of life is 
death. 

In my opinion, the majority of people fear 
death, because they either don’t understand 
it, they are afraid they won't accomplish 
their goals, or won’t be remembered when 
they’re gone. 

But is the fear of death really worth all of 
the effort that people put into it. 

In the movie Gladiator, Russell Crow’s 
character says that ’death laughs at us all, 
the only thing that we can do is laugh back.” 

This is good advice, but some things are 
easier said than done. If people lived by 
like this, maybe the world would be a more 
peaceful place. But a fear of the inevitable 
still remains. 

Far too many people worry about death. 
Life is the hard part. Think about it. Life 
is full of struggles, crossroads, curveballs, 
twists and turns and so much more. After 


a while it becomes 
hard to know who 
you really are. But 
with death it’s easy. 
When you die, you 
die. No matter what 
religion, beliefs, or 
feelings you have, 
death is the last 
journey and nobody 
can avoid it. 

The Nobel 
laureate Albert 
Camus believed that 
life was a journey. 
In that journey, man 
goes through life 
searching for the 
truth, but should 
never expect to find it. 

Even though it sounds like a very 
pessimistic idea, it could be the true 
definition of life. We all are looking for 
something, but sometimes we don’t find 
what we are looking for. 

People fear death because they don’t 
understand it. So I believe that we, as a 
society need to become more comfortable 
with death. 

Many cultures all over the world celebrate 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


death. Because they understand that death is 
just another part of life and that the deceased 
is in a far better place. 

These cultures do not feel sorrow or 
remorse; in fact they hold festivals and 
celebrations in order to pay homage to 
the deceased. They show their respect by 
honoring the dead, mainly because their 
religion, history, and beliefs force them to 
feel that way. 

However, in America death is looked 
upon as a tragedy, where people are 
devastated and hysterically crying. Well, 
that is if the deceased was well liked. Even 
though America is considered the melting 
pot, full of ideas and beliefs, we as a society, 
still cannot get past the concept of death. 

It becomes very hard to understand what 
the real source of confusion is, but somehow 
people just don’t get the big picture. 

Death is just the last journey in life. 
Furthermore, if we want to be prepared for 
life we need to live every moment to the 
fullest and make sure we always do the best 
we can. Our memory will be left with our 
loved ones and the people we had the most 
significant impact on. 

When it’s your time to go it’s just your 
time. I just I hope when death laughs at me, I 
can laugh back. 


Gun law infringes on Second Amendment 


that our founding fathers thought was 
so important it was made the second 
amendment of the Bill of Rights. 

Yet this invaluable freedom is one of 
the most constantly challenged by various 
groups. 

One very notable example of this is 
Michael Moore’s 2002 film Bowling For 
Columbine, where Moore paints gun rights 
lobbyists as ignorant barbarians and as being 
very responsible for the Columbine tragedy. 
While Moore’s alleged documentary was 
highly critical of modern gun laws, it did 
little to form a serious problem to the Second 
Amendment. 

Currently the biggest threat to the Second 
Amendment comes in the form of the 
McCarthy Bill, championed by New York 
democratic U. S. Congresswoman Carolyn 
McCarthy. The bill was written in response 
to the shooting of McCarthy’s son and 
husband on a New York railroad in late 1993. 

Similar bills have failed in the past, but 
with the new primarily democratic congress 
that could change, as the bill currently 


Te right to keep and bear arms. A right 


awaits House approval. 

The 
proposed bill 
would make it 
nearly impossible 
for people with 
even misdemeanor 
criminal records to 
obtain firearms for 
self-defense. 

In the case of 
convicted felons it 
is understandable 
that their legal 
access to firearms 
be restricted, but 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT this bill would 
SPAHR make it very 
difficult for people 


who haven't 
even been committed of crimes, but are 
simply under indictment for crimes that are 
punishable with up to a year long prison 
term to obtain a fire arm. This is a very 
poorly thought out bill not only because 
it restricts Second Amendment rights, but 
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because it only makes it harder for people 
who obey national gun laws to obtain a 
means to defend their homes against violent 
attackers. 

Currently only one major pro-gun rights 
organization, the Gun Owners of America, 
is working to oppose the bill and have an 
article on their web page, www.gunowners. 
org, containing further details on the bill and 
asking readers to work to prevent the bill 
from passing through Congress. 

There’s a saying, guns don’t kill people, 
people kill people. This would be more 
accurate if it read guns don’t kill people, 
criminals with guns kill people. 

While it may be argued that many people 
adversely affected by this bill are criminals to 
some degree, the fact remains that a criminal 
with intent to do harm to people will still 
have access to guns through black markets, 
they don’t need to purchase it legally. 

All that this bill really does is make it 
much harder for people convicted or simply 
under investigation for minor crimes to 
obtain firearms of any type for sporting, 
collecting or home defense. 


FORUM / 17 


-senior 
Leon Gaston 


Why do 
we care 
sO much 


“They're 


always on 
about the news. 
celebri- People want 
ties? to be like 
them.” 


-sophomore 
Adam Radyn 


-junior 
Ketria Humbert 


“Because “Because 
everyone everyone 
likes their wants to 
Style of look like 
clothes.” one.” 


TWLOHA saving depressed teens 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 


( “ete Before when used in a 
sentence it would refer to cutting 
paper, but today when cutting 

is heard many people turn their heads 

because it’s not paper that’s being cut, its 

pain. 

According to the organization To 
Write Love On Her Arms, over 17 million 
teenagers across the United States have 
tried to commit suicide, and now there is 
finally an organization that’s reaching out 
to help them. 

To Write Love On Her Arms 
(TWLOHA) is a non-profit organization 
committed to helping teenagers and 
adults battle depression and the thought 
of suicide. 

It all began with a girl named Renee. 
She was 19 at the time and lived a rough 
childhood of sexual abuse and fighting 
parents. Growing up as a teenager she 
became addicted to cocaine and heroine, 
which led to her severe depression and 
attempted suicide. 

When Renee, who had the words 
“Screw up” (changed for profanity) cut 
into her forearm, refused to enter rehab, 
her concerned friend (and founder of 
TWLOHA), Jamie started her own 5 day 
rehab program for her, right in her own 
living room. They went to concerts, drank 
Starbucks, calmed down by smoking 
instead of using drugs, and constant 
prayers from Jamie’s church family. 
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After the homemade rehab treatments 
Renee decided to enter a real treatment 
center and received help. 

TWLOHA was started to help prevent 
teenagers and adults overcome their 
depression. The organization tours with 
rock bands traveling around the United 
States and Europe. TWLOHA volunteers 
set up booths around the concerts and 
sell merchandise to raise money for the 
organization. The money is then used to 
help Renee, and people like her, to pay to 
enter rehab centers and receive treatment 
to over come their addictions. 

The volunteers also are there to listen 
to people who need to talk. They meet 
up with teenagers at the concerts and 
talk with them about their problems. 
Sometimes just talking is all someone 
needs to realize they’re heading in the 
wrong direction. 

Two of three people suffering from 
severe depression, never receive help 
because they have no money to pay for 
it. When it is untreated, depression is the 
most common cause of suicide. 

For more information on To Write 
Love On Her Arms visit their website 
and read “The Story” at TWLOHA.com. 

Hope and Faith. Something many 
people don’t have, but when it comes 
cutting away the pain, sometimes hope 
and faith is all a person needs to change 
their life. 
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-teacher 
Kris Kallmeyer 


-freshman 
Ardrea Ware 


“Because “It distracts 

they have them 

a lot of (celebrity 

money.” watchers) 
from their 
real lives.” 


FACT 


OPINION 


1 % hours The average 
number of hours of 
homework a high school 
student is given a night 


“That’s true. | do mine 
for like 10 minutes.” 


-freshman Ken Hoang 


377 pounds The weight 
of the largest pumpkin 
ever grown 


“Cool. Farmers have 
too much time on their 
hands.” 


-sophomore Allie Berg 


-source: SchoolRocks.com; 
FarmersofAmerica.com 


Is prom spending out of control? 


KATELYN BUTLER 


YES 


ay 12", prom is finally here. All that hard-earned money 
Mes: been building up in the bank is about to disappear. 
right before your eyes. 

Girls are out shopping for dresses, guys are out renting or 
buying their tuxedos. Hair, nail, and makeup appointments have 
been made. Dinner reservations are all set up at the best restaurant 
in town. And the limo driver is set to take everyone to the 
Coliseum at 7pm. 

After all this, plus many other minor details and things that 
need taken care of, there probably isn’t that much money in the 
bank anymore. 

Prom costs are getting more out of hand as personal tastes 
get more expensive and students want everything bigger and 
better on this one special night. If you happen to be currently 
unemployed, might consider asking the parents for a little help to 
afford everything that going to be needed. 

Average money being spent on prom by studetns just is not 
what it used to be, according to promshowexpo.com, costs for both 
guys and girls individually can set someone back up to $1000. 

Dresses run close to $300, renting tuxedos can be about $150. 
Hair, nails, and makeup will set you back well over $100. Of 
course all other little necessities, (jewelry, boutonnieres, tickets, 
and photographs) aren’t even being considered here. 

Now spending tons of money on prom isnt’t for every student. 
There are the many bargain shoppers out there that can go out and 
find the perfect sale going on anywhere at any store. Don’t pass up 
the chance to save a little cash here and there if the option comes 
up. Make a little money go a long way for this special occasion. 

Is it just the fact of the matter that we as students feel the need 
to compete for attention and be the best at everything, always 
have the best? It’s that we want to look 
the best and have everything bigger 
and better then the person walking into 
prom next to us. 

There are many ways to achieve this 
without burning a whole in your pocket. 
Try to be happy with the fact that riding 
to prom in limo doesn’t need to and 
possibly will not happen. It’s alright 
if dinner reservations aren’t made at 
Biaggis’. Who cares that Macy’s had a 
sale and you spent only $75 on a dress. If 
you look good, how much money you're 
wearing shouldn’t matter at all. 

Just enjoy the night and have as 
much fun as possible. Don’t worry about 
money spent, worry about whatever 
the amount of money that is spent is 
actually for. 

Exactly what it is, one single night 
of the year. It is a big deal, a huge deal 
to some students more then others, 
but don’t just waste every hard-earned 
dollar. Be a little more money conscious. 
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NO 


iE that time of year again, the time when prom is just around 


JUSTIN MEENAGH 


the corner. Girls are out looking for dresses, shopping for 

shoes, jewelry, and making hair and make-up appointments. 
Guys are out looking for a snazzy tuxedo and stylish shoes to 
wear. Both are out purhcasing tickets and renting a limo for the 
night. 

Under most circumstances, preperations like these may seem 
excessive, that people are spending too much money on just one 
night. But for prom, the one special night, there is nothing wrong 
with it. 

A lot of people believe that prom spending has gotten out of 
control, and with some people spending around $1000 on their 
prom, it’s not hard to see why some people would feel this way. 

But what some of these people don’t seem to realize is that 
prom is a once-in-a-lifetime experience and there is absolutely 
nothing wrong with spending large amounts of money to make it 
as memorable as possible. 

People need to consider the fact that several of both guys and 
girls have been looking forward to this for years, and for most 
people, their prom is the biggest thing to ever have happened to 
them in their lives up to that time and they want to celebrate it in 
the best way they can. Some girls plan their prom from the time 
they were little girls. 

Also, a large amount of what they spend the money on is 
largely due to the tradition that has existed for generations. 

Guys are supposed to wear a tux to the prom. Now most guys 
would rent one as they probably wouldn’t wear it more than once 
or twice after that. Guys typically would want to rent the best tux 
that they can afford, and those can cost anywhere from 300 to 400 
dollars to rent with shoes included. 

Girls are expected to wear extrava- 
gant, formal dresses. Their dresses can 
cost anywhere from 100 to 300 dollars. 
This doesn’t include jewelry and shoes 
which could cost another 100 dollars to 
buy. 

Another popular tradition is to go 
to the prom ina limo. These limos, 
depending on quality, can cost 35 to 85 
dollars an hour to rent. 

Another thing that people need to 
realize is that a lot of teens by now have 
jobs and since they live with their par- 
ents there is few other expenses besides 
gas to pay for. This way they have extra 
money they can use for prom, so they 
can spend a little more than usual. 

It is also advised that you rent a 
higher csting limo as the cheap ones 
have been known to provide lower 
quality service and can be unreliable. 

Keeping tradition and having a great 
time can be very expensive, but it isn’t 
out of control. Plus, if you have the 
money, you might as well spend it. 


DANIEL FICKENSHER 
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| CALI NARS.com 


Student Year-Round Specials!! aS 


-$5 OFF any new nail set, fills or pedicures- 


SEMI-FORMAL and Between Meijer Gas and 
" Applebee’s 
| PROM SPECIAL!! Ape y tae | 
260.489.4900 
i -GET $10 OFF Hours: | 
full nail set w/ French tips Mon-Fri 9-8 
Sat 9-7 
| -MUST show this ad Sun 11-5:30 
and student ID 
Ca ee ee a | 
Ravenscroft 


Beauty College 


‘Want to look prom fabulous? 


-Great Prices! 
-Most current styles! 
-Prom styles--men and women! 
-See all your friends at Ravenscroft! 


Maplecrest Shopping Center 
6110 Stellhorn Road 
486-8868 


HIGHER 
GROUNDS 


Come visit us for jazz group 
Up in the Air 


May 11th Hours: 
Mon. -Thurs. 

6 a.m. -10 p.m. 
Fri. 6 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
Sat. 7 a.m. - 11 p.m. 


Sun. 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 


8:30 p.m. 


Free Admission! 


St. Joe Village 
6122 Saint Joe Ctr. Rd. 
485-0010 


Student Discount 
Buy 125 min. for $40 
Get 5O min. freell 
(with this coupon) 


-Must have student ID- 


Come check out both locationsll 


O24 1 St. Joe Ctr. Rd. 108 Lincoln Hwy 
485-6639 749-8205 


www.newhaventanning.com 


MALIBU 
TANNING 


5954 STELLHORN ROAD - 260-492-0477 


WE NOW HAVE 
HOT NEW BULBS!! 


GET 7 INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS 
FOR 20 MIN. EACH FOR $21 


SIRECUUARICESCIONS 


LOL) $8.00 
GUPER LEDS GIL 


"B2 


NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
MAY 2007 


WHAT’S BRUIN? 


BRUINS 
SHARE THEIR 
STORIES OF 
WHY THEY 
DECIDED TO 
JOIN THEIR 
FELLOW 
AMERICANS 
ON THE 
FRONT LINES 


MALIBU 
TANNING 


5954 STELLHORN ROAD - 260-492-0477 


Wwe NOW HAVE Student Discount 


HOT NEW BULBS! Buy 125 min. for $30 
Get 5O min. freell 
(with this coupon) 
-Must have student ID- 


3 RECULAR CECCIONEG Come check out both locationell 
3241 St, Joo Ctr. Rd 108 Linco Hwy 
LOL) $8.00 485-6639 749.8205 
CUPL) WEDS GRLY 


GET 7 INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS 
FOR 20 MIN. EACH FOR $21 


www.newhaventanning.com 


STILL NEED A YEARBOOK? ORDER NOW! ! 


-ALL COLOR AND STILL AVAILABLE ! 


Just do the following: 

Checkmark what you desire below and total it 
e Make acheck payable to NORTHROP YEARBOOK for the total amount --CASH ACCEPTED TOO 
¢ Mail this form and your check/cash to the following address: 


NORTHROP YEARBOOK -OR- 
7001 Coldwater Rd. Send this form and your check/cash with your student 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 to Mr. Baney in Room D111 


STUDENT NAME: GRADE: 
$55 — basic yearbook cost (NOW ALL COLOR!) 


$5 -- front cover name engraving 
$2 -- protective plastic cover 


TOTAL = $ 
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WHAT’S BRUIN? 


-SADD Alcohol Awareness Week 
hits Northrop 


SADD Alcohol Awareness 
Week kicked off May 7-11 INS 
with many activities, includ- -Cover Story: Soldiers’ Hearts: Two 


ing assemblies and guest : : _ 
ee for all soe Bruin seniors head to the military, 


Speakers included SADD tell why 
sponsor Lilly Mikol, business 
teacher John Eastes, officer 
John Zagelmeier, Ft. Wayne 
residents Steve Mason and 


Doug Wylie (pictured here). - Girls’ track and field stays strong, 


keeps advancing | U 


-Q&A with top girls’ tennis 
players, junior Amanda Harris and 
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Valedictorian Erin Hennessey #4 


WB? How do you feel being 
valedictorian? 

EH: I’ve taken seven AP classes, so 
I wasn’t too surprised about being 
valedictorian, I was really excited. 


Salutatorian Tanya Gamble #2 


WB? How did you feel about 
being salutatorian? 

TG: I’m really glad all my hard 
work has finally paid off and now I 
have something to show for it. 


Stephanie Green # 3 


WB? What advice would you give 
students trying to accomplish 
something? 

SG: You have to try your hardest 
and give 100 percent effort into 
what you need to do in order to be 
successful and accomplish things 


Rachel Fickenscher # 4 


WB? What made you decide to go 
into the medical field? 

RF: It wasn’t until last year that I 
decided to go into nursing, I think 
I’m a caring person, and I’ve always 
liked being around the doctor’s 
office. 


Kristen Graf # 5 


WB? Did you always know you 
would be in the top 10? 

KG: Once I knew I was going to be 
among the top 10, I decided to set a 
goal for myself to be in the top 5. 

I ended up being number 5. 


Christina Brown ” 6 


WB? How does it feel to be in the 
top 10? 

CB: I was very proud of myself, 
because I was able to stay in the top 
10 for four years. 


Top 10 
seniors lead 
Class of ‘07 


KRYSTEN FEDERSPIEL 
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Adam Bishop # 7 


WB?How did you get to where you 
are today? 

AB: I’ve always had the support of 
my teachers, friends and my family 
to help me accomplish everything. 


Caty Deventer # 8 


WB? How has being involved with 
theater impacted you? 

CD: Being in the plays and musicals 
has really kept me motivated to not 
let my grades slip, so I’d be able 

to still be involved and perform in 
them all. 


Diana Nguyen # 9 


WB? What advice would give 
students trying to accomplish 
goals? 

DN: Try to stay focused and to not 
get distracted. Know that you can 
do it and be confident in yourself, 
also just dream big. 


Cora Daniel 
#10 


WB? What advice would you give 
to students? 

CD: Once you set yourself a goal, 
do all that you can to strive for it 
and don’t let anything get in the 
way of accomplishing what you 
want. 


SADD brings awareness during prom week 


ACA'SHA TERNET 


lood covered the glass of a teal 
B Cavalier. Three students were trapped 
in the car while one student lay dead 
on the grass. 

Firemen began to use the Jaws of Life to 
cut the hood of the car off to hopefully free 
the trapped students. 

As the passenger door came off, one 
student walked out with cuts to her arms, 
legs, and forehead. 

She looked around in a daze. A few 
seconds later, she notices her friend lying on 
the ground and runs toward her. 

As time keeps passing by, the driver is 
released from the car and lifted into the 
Samaritan where he is flown to an area 
hospital. 

As the day comes to an end, two 
Northrop student's lives are ended and two 
others’ lives are forever changed because of a 
drunk driver. 

This was part of a mock crash, set up by 
SADD sponsor Lilly Mikol, that was part of 
the events during SADD Awareness Week 

The students involved in the mock 
crash included junior Sarah Boon, seniors 
Eva Carolus, Chelsea Lowett, and SADD 
president senior Corey Lee. 

SADD Awareness Week always falls 
during the week of prom. 

Events during the week of May 7 
included assemblies with guest speakers for 
each grade, a mock crash, an essay contest 
titled “What is your anti-drug?, signatures 
from students for the annual Students 


Linking Against Alcohol and Drugs, and 
staff member signatures for the annual 
Staff Supporting Students Linking Against 
Alcohol and Drugs. 

South Side High School, North Side High 
School, Churubusco High School, and other 
area schools have also taken this linking 
activity that will possibly be displayed at 
Glenbrook Mall under the name “Allen 


County Schools Linking Against Alcohol and 
Drugs.” 


The guest speakers for the freshman 
included John Zagelmeier from the Allen 
County sheriff’s department. 

The sophomore assembly included 
computer teacher John Eastes and foreign 
language teacher Mikol, who each shared 
their stories of losing someone close to them. 

The junior and senior class both shared an 
assembly with guest speakers Doug Wylie, 
father of senior Corey Wylie who works for a 
railroad company, and Steve Mason. 

“IT hope that over the years the message 
has stuck, just be responsible and don’t add 
negative things to the mix,” said Mikol. 

Wylie showed the students who attended 
the assembly a video. 

The video was about four students from 
three high schools in Wells County. They are 
involved ina car crash that involves a train 
but also alcohol. This too is a mock crash. He 
showed this video in hopes of showing the 
students the consequences of drunk driving. 

Mason also showed a video simply titled 
“Regret.” 


MALINDA GUNKEL 


Mock crash: Senior SADD president Corey Lee 
plays the victim after hit by a drunk driver. 


Mason lost his youngest son Chris Mason 
on May 7, 2005, in an alcohol-related crash. 

The video’s main focus is Chris’s 
roommate Shaun, who was the driver of the 
vehicle when it crashed. 

Shaun, along with everyone else in the 
vehicle, was intoxicated. 

He was challenged by a man at a local 
party to show him what his GTO could do. 
Shaun was unfamiliar with the country 
roads that he was driving on. As he came 
to an intersection, he did not notice that the 
road had ended. 

He kept driving. The car went through 
trees, spun around in the air, and then 
landed on the hood. 

Chris was rushed to a area hospital where 
his parents made the hard decision of taking 
him off of the life support. 

“T want everybody to walk away with 
something that helps them with their daily 
life,” said Mikol. 


Bruins join AIDS Walk raising money for research, eventual cure 


JULIE NGUYEN 


Sm 


>a 


This month, Bruins showed support by walking 
from Headwaters Park and around the greater 
downtown area to raise money and awareness 
for AIDS research and an eventual cure. 


JIGVN3A AZYOD 


everyone has heard about it, talked about 

it, some may even know others that have 
had it or died from it. 

The thing is, it could be anyone that has it 
too which makes it a silent and deadly killer. 
The color of your skin doesn’t matter to it, 
or if you’re rich or poor, it doesn’t matter. 

It kills anything that gets in their way. It 
doesn’t discriminate. 

The silent killer is AIDS. It seems to 
be a somewhat taboo subject as people 
discuss the dire consequences that AIDS is 
associated with but no one seems to quite 
understand the full effect that AIDS can 
really do. 

But that’s what the 11" Annual AIDS 
Walk held at Headwaters Park May 5 
ona cold, drizzly Saturday morning. 

But that didn’t stop many from showing 
their support. To raise awareness. The 


[« a global epidemic, literally. Mostly 
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atmosphere was cold but hopeful as people 
trickled in and out of the small area where 
the festivities were held. 

The festivities in the morning seemed 
to be full of people who were somehow 
affected by AIDS. People walked around, 
admiring the displays, talking to people 
they’ve never met before but that they’ve 
almost all been somehow connected by. 
Personalized memorial quilts were on 
display with messages and inside jokes 
about the person who died from AIDS. 

One of the people there was chairperson 
of the event, Sue Nation. This was her 
fourth year of organizing the event. One 
of her main goals for the day was to raise 
awareness in people everywhere about the 
truth about AIDS. 

“It’s a slow process in trying to get people 
to recognize that this is an epidemic. People 
think, oh it won’t happen to me, but it could. 
It involves all people of society,” said Nation. 
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COURTSEY OF LIFETOUCH 


Zieg, Faurote prom queen, king ‘07 


Seniors Jada Zieg and Dustin Faurote were crowned prom queen and 
king of ‘07. However, Faurote wasn’t able to be there due to his 
recent accident, but still was able to see and experience prom via 
satellite (shown here) from the Atlanta, Georgia, hospital where he 
is currently being treated. This year’s prom theme was 007, A Night 
Undercover. 


Support seeks to bring Faurote home 


Since senior Dustin Faurote has been moved from Harlingen, 
Texas, to the Shepard Center in Atlanta, Georgia, he has made many 
improvements, according to reports. 

Updates report that Faurote has been able to move his arms 
and lift weights. He can also now eat real food and is able to use a 
motorized wheelchair to move from place to place. 

“He is coming along well and is working really hard,” said senior 
Katie Loch, Faurote’s girlfriend. “He has gained back feeling in his 
arms, wrist and two of his fingers.” 

As of May 11, the total amount raised by Northrop was $15,368.85. 
All will go toward a house being built for the Faurote family that will 
accommodate Faurote and be fully wheelchair accessible. 

In a recent press conference held at Northrop, senior class officer 
Kurt Foellinger presented the grand-total check to Rev. Vern Graham, 
president of the Ft. Wayne Community School Foundation. Graham 
will give the money to a special trust fund being set up now in 
Faurote’s name. The main contractor building the home will be 
Granite Ridge Builders. 

After Hours at the YMCA for Dustin Faurote was another way for 
students to donate. It was held on May 19. The fee was $20 to enter, 
and the first 100 people also got a free T-shirt. Latest reports also said 
Faurote should return to Ft. Wayne before the next school year. 
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Deventer snags Sterling Sentinel 


Having your picture in the newspaper may be an honor 
everyone wants to achieve one day. Senior Caty Deventer has not 
only achieved that, but was also given money to do so. 

Deventer was entered in the annual Sterling Sentinel contest in 
the drama category, among many other area students. The contest 
is put on by the local News-Sentinel. The Sterling Sentinel awards 
include many different categories. Deventer’s drama win brought 
her a prize of $1,500 and a recent profile in The News-Sentinel. 

“It’s not about the money. It’s more about the esteem of 
winning,” said Deventer. 

First, there was a detailed application to fill out after being 
nominated. Deventer was nominated by drama teacher Tim 
Miller. Credentials had to be listed, along with recommendations, 
then an interview with a panel of area judges. 

“This was big. The Northrop drama department has had back- 
to-back winners which is very uncommon,” said Miller. 


New Envirothon first at regional 


Northrop’s new Envirothon team recently took first in regional 
competition. The Planeteers, the team’s selected name, also 
improved an all-time record to 51/100. 

The team then advanced to the state competition last month at 
Ball State University, but was unable to qualify for the finals. 

“We were a little disappointed, but we did what we could,” 
said junior Cameron Deford. 

For their competitions, The Planeteers came up with plans for 
an environmentally friendly community center that runs on solar 
power and minimal electricity. 


Yearbook, WB? capture awards 


At a recent competition at Ball State’s High School J-Day, 
the yearbook and What's Bruin? staffs each received awards in 
design categories. 

Yearbook won three awards. Senior Kristen Graf took first 
for yearbook theme development and second place in yearbook 
cover design--both difficult categories especially among large 
schools. 

“I was pretty excited. I worked hard on the cover and the 
theme last year,” said Graf. 

The yearbook staff also received an honorable mention for its 
student life spreads. 

For What’s Bruin?, junior Amanda Herrington received an 
honorable mention for newsmagazine cover design. 

“I was really excited to get this award. So many people were 
entered in this contest,” said Herrington. 

“The awards were in some pretty competitive categories in 
the large-school division. To get the honors we did was a big 
deal,” said adviser Pete Baney. 


National Society new leaders 


National Honors Society is moving on and looking forward to 
a new year. With a new year, comes new leaders. Ross Bercot is the 
new president for the 2007-2008 school year. Janelle Henney and 
Nick Kwolek share the title of vice president, and Megan Duval 
will be the secretary. 

“I would like to try and make it more student run. We have 
really good leaders for next year, I think they are going to come up 
with excellent ideas,” said sponsor Judy Sculley, on the new year to 
come. 


WB? / MAY 2007 


COREY VENABLE 


KATIE BUTLER 
ACA'SHA TERNET 


he has made a lot of life choices that her father 
(Mike Drake) and I have not agreed with, but 
choosing to join the Air Force is by far the best 
decision she’s made,” said Kim Drake, mother of 
senior Amanda Drake. 

On June 19, Drake will begin her journey away 
from the comforts of home as she starts basic 
training for the U.S. Air Force in San Antonio, TX; 
a journey that she has been preparing mentally 
and physically for, for quite some time. 

It all started last June 2006 when Drake was 
contacted by the Air Force. She was sent to 
Indianapolis to visit the Mep Center where she 
endured many physical tests and exams to make 
sure her strength and knowledge were up to par. 

Before the choice to take a path with the Air 
Force, Drake also considered the U.S. Marines. It 
didn’t really matter to her which branch of mili- 
tary she went into, but the Air Force happened to 
be the one that contacted her first and showed the 
most interest. 

“T haven’t done much lately with the Air 
Force. I just have a monthly call meeting with my 
commanders and all the other citizens that have 
signed up,” said Drake. 

During the call meetings, everyone is detailed 
about what is going to happen and what it’s go- 
ing to be like when they get to basic training this 
June. 


Mulitary-bound 
Bruins display 
bravery, prepare for 
future serving their 
country 


LINE 


Northrop parent Kim Drake 
is the proud parent of 
senior Amanda Drake (left), 
a soon-to-be Air Force 
member. Once graduated, 
Drake will begin her basic 
training on June 19 at the 
the U.S. Air Force base in — 
San Antonio, Texas. _ 


VINCE WITTE 
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know she will eventually learn to be respon- 
sible. She has always been a good person and 
I think that the Air Force will give her what 
she has been searching for, something that 
she couldn’t find here in Indiana,” said an 
extremely proud Kim. 


“So far I’ve just been working out a lot to make sure 
I’m staying in shape for training, I don’t really know 
what to expect besides getting yelled at for almost 
everything,” said a smiling Drake. 

The choice for Drake and her family was not always 
a sturdy one as to joining. 

She was always nervous about whether 
or not her family and friends would 
stand behind her one hun- 
dred percent. She was 
afraid that 
her 


Left, Though a year still from 
graduation, junior Jake Howard is 
currently a member of the Army 
National Guard. After his senior 
year, Howard said he expects to 
be sent to Iraq and will join the 
Army full-time. 


family 
would rather 
her go to college 
instead. 

“T really don’t plan on 
going to college yet, that part of 
my life is very undecided. That’s 
why I was happy that everyone 
supported me, it made me want to 
go even more,” said Drake. 

Drake’s parents are probably 
her biggest supporters of all. They 
have pushed the military on her 
since she was little knowing that 
it would provide her with a good 
future. 

“Amanda has talked about this 
non-stop for the past three years 
now, and with the help and sup- 
port of our entire family, it has 
only reinforced her faith in the 
military,” said Kim. 

As time gets closer the excite- 
ment for Drake grows, even 
without really knowing what to 
expect. 

“Tam so excited, I just want 
to get out of here and have my 
own life. It’s going to be good 
to get out on my own,” said 
Drake. 

The chance is more than just an 
adventure away from home and 
being out on her own for Drake. It’s 
going to be a great chance to learn 
life lessons and responsibility. 

“We will all be a little nervous 
for her back here at home, but we 


Q 


COREY VENABLE 
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COREY VENABLE 


YES SIR! 


DID YOU KNOW?... 


-Since 2002, U.S. high schools have been 

required by the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act to allow any and all military recruiters 

in their buildings, and to give recruiters the 
names of all their students, saying that not 
doing so would impede the recruiters’ free- 
dom of speech, and the school would be cut 
off from any 
federal funds 


-source: MotherJones.com; No Child Left Unrecruited 


WB? / MAY 2007 


Thirteen weeks. 

That’s how long senior Jacob Renno will 
be in boot camp after graduation. 

He has joined The Few, The Proud, The 
Marines. 

“T will be with the combat engineers,” 
said Renno. 

There are currently 180,000 active duty 
and 40,000 reserve Marines. United States 
Marine Corps is the smallest branch of the 
United States armed forces. 

“You are a representative of the Marine 
Corps and what they stand for. Honor, 
courage, and commitment,” said staff ser- 
geant Bounlap Keovongsy. 

Keovongsy is a Marine Corps recruiter 
who visits Northrop. 

There are a few requirements that need 
to be met before you can join. You have to 
be a high school senior or have obtained 
your high school diploma. 

“To serve my country and be part of the 
pride of the Marines,” said Renno on why 
he decided to join. 

As the war in Iraq continues, with 27,000 
Marines currently deployed overseas, 
Renno has a view on the war. 

“We must stay as long as needed to 
achieve victory,” said Renno. 

While being part of the Marine Corp, 
soldiers experience many things and travel 
to many places. 

Keovongsy has served with the Marine 
Corps for the past 14 years. 

“T was bored with my job. I was 21 years 
old and working at a tax office. I needed 
the challenge and the Marines offered that,” 
said Keovongsy. 

“Oh my gosh! You're not joining the Ma- 
rines!” said Keovongsy, of his parents’ reac- 
tion to his joining the military. “They were 
scared until I told them what the Marine 
Corps was about. Every parent is scared at 
first.” 


“WE MUST 
STAY AS LONG 
AS NEEDED 
TO ACHTEVE 
VICTORY.’ 


-Marine-bound senior Jacob Renno, 
on the war in Iraq 
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Substitution mishap strips girls’ track of 
SAC title; still remain undefeated 


MICHAEL HAYNES 


ith a record of 8-0, the girls’ track 
and field team has had some great 
meets. When the girls competed 


in the SAC, they won by one point, or so it 
seemed. Unfortunately, the team had to give 
up its title as SAC champs. 

Head coach Matt Miller sternly said, “We 
did not cheat in any way at SAC.” 

He explained that two runners were 
suspended, therefore could not run in the 
meet. The official time a coach could make 
changes was before 10 a.m. the morning of 
the meet. 

Alternate runners were placed in the meet 
after 10, as “it was cleared by four officials,” 
said Miller. But after analyzing the situation, 
some coaches protested the call. The SAC 
commissioner agreed with the coaches and 
stripped them of their SAC championship. 

“I’m sad that we lost,” said senior top 
runner Beverly Elcock. “I think we did real 
well at SAC.” 

Elcock said she likes running the 800 
because she feels more relaxed. She also 
wants to be the state champ in the 800 and 
possibly in the 400 too. 

“Even when I don’t fell well, I want to 
keep a good attitude,” said Elcock. 


Elcock then took off to practice her 
exchanges with the baton. She waited until 
her teammate yelled “hand!” to grab the 
baton and run. 

Another top runner, junior Jenna Mahon, 
talks about the track team. 

Asked the question, “What are you best 
events?” Mahon looked over to Miller. 
After Miller poked fun at Mahon for a 
moment, Mahon answered, “The 4x8 relay 
and the 800-meter run, because I can keep 
improving.” 

To help her run, Mahon said she thinks 
beforehand how she is going to run and 
imagines she’s ahead. 

“This year I’ve already beat all my times 
from last year,” said Mahon. 

Another top runner, junior Jessica Harms, 
took some time practicing her hurdles. She 
started off lowering into the blocks, readying 
herself for jumping over the hurdles. Her 
coach yelled “go!” and Harms took off. 

“I put a lot of time into them (her 
events),” said Harms, slightly out of breath. 

With leaders like junior Kelsey Stephens, 
Elcock, Mahon, Harms and coach Miller, 
the Bruins maintain an undefeated record, 
proving they are still a hard team to beat in 
the area. 


VINCE WITTE 


Push it to the limit: Junior Jessica Harms soars 
over another hurdle in the sectional meet. 
Harms won the 100, 300 hurdles, long jump, 
and in the 4x100 meter relay. 


Sordelet breaks career stolen base 
record; softball goes to 5-6 


EMILY WEIGAND 


the air was muggy and moist, and sweat 

was dripping as the softball team took 
the field under the overcast sky. 

The Northrop softball team was playing 
its last home game against Elmhurst. It was 
senior night and the girls hoped to clench a 
final home game victory. With Hedges on the 
mound, the game began. 

“They were better than we thought,” says 
Hedges. The score became close with each 
team playing well. 

With the crowd behind them, the team 
battled their way through and kept up with 
the Trojan team. 

Senior Jessica Sordelet, junior Crystal 
Scheer and Hedges all hit homeruns to 
contribute to the final score of eight to seven, 
with Elmhurst taking the win. 

Although they lost Hedges believes they 
did well. “It was the best game we had the 
whole year.” 

The softball team goes into sectionals with 


I: was a typical summer day in Indiana, 


ONINNV1 WOISSar 


Record breaker: Senior Jessica Sordelet 
hugs head coach Dave Freon after break- 
ing the school record for most career 
stolen bases. 
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five wins and six losses the week of May 
21, and they believe they will do well. 

“I think we'll do good and I hope to 
get farther than past years,” comments 
Hedges. 

“As long as we hit well, I think we'll 
do good,” says Sordelet. 

Sordelet holds the school record 
for the most stolen bases. She’s stolen 
around 130 bases, with eight in a single 
game. 

The crowd goes crazy everytime 
Sordelet steals a base. 

“Another goal besides more stolen 
bases is to get a homerun over the fence,” 
says Sordelet. 

Just about a month ago Senior Megan 
Orendorff was injured and hasn’t been 
able to play. 

Both Hedges and Sordelet agree 
that Orendorff was a key player on the 
team and they will suffer without her. 


Wierks, 
Harris lead 
young girls’ 
tennis squad 


CLINT SPAHR 


hus far in its season, the girl’s tennis 
team currently holds an overall 
record of 4-9, with two tournaments 
remaining before they head to their 
sectionals. 

The team receives strong leadership 
from head coach Shane Crager, along with 
key players who include sophomore Kylee 
Wierks and junior Amanda Harris. 

Wierks holds a personal record of 7-6 in 
No. 1 singles. Harris’ personal singles record 
stands at 8-5. 


WB?: What has been your favorite part of 
playing for the team this year? 

AH: Playing with the other girls. 

WB?: How are you working to improve 
your personal performance? 

AH: I've been practicing on the things I mess 


up on. 

WB?: Do you feel that you personally have 
been competing to your fullest potential? 
AH: I think so. 


COREY VENABLE 


Junior Amanda Harris returns a serve ata 
home match this season. She is now a No. 2 
singles player for the Bruins. 


COREY VENABLE 
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We fly high: Sophomore Kylee Wierks sails for 
a ball in the middle of a match. Wierks cur- 
rently is at No. 1 singles for the Bruins. 


WB?: What has been the most helpful 

thing for you as a player, to improve your 
performance while playing in tournaments? 
AH: The encouragement from the team 
when I’m at practice and when I compete. 
WB?: How has the team been working to 
improve their overall performance so far? 
KW: We’ve been practicing even on rainy 
days when we practice inside. We haven’t 
been able to have a lot of practices so we’ve 
been getting the most out of the ones we do. 
WB?: What has been your favorite moment 
this far in the year? 

KW: My win over Leo. 

WB?: How have you been working to help 
other members of the team to improve their 
game? 

KW: When we all practice together I’ve been 
trying to help the other girls with things we 
need to do. I help some of the other girls 
with their serves and things like that when 
they need help on other stuff, but mostly I’ve 
been helping with serves. 

WB?: How long have you been playing? 
KW: I’ve been playing for two years. 

WB?: Thus far in the year, what has been 
the greatest obstacle that you have had to 
overcome? 

AH: Not getting frustrated when I’m down. 
KW: Playing against other girls who are a lot 
more experienced than I am. Because there 
have been times where I was playing against 
girls who have been doing this for a few 
more years than I have, so that’s been the 
hardest part. 
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The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly 


Te school year is creeping to its 
close, and that means another 
season of sports is over. There were 
the ups, the downs, and the uglies of the 
season. Here are some of them: 

The Good: 

The boys’ tennis 
team was led by 
the Oren brothers 
in junior Caleb at 
No. 1 singles, and 
younger brother 
sophomore Nate 
at No. 2 singles. 
The Bruins set a 
new school record, 
starting the year 
with a 17-1 record, 
which their only 
loss came to SAC 
NICK powerhouse South 
EHLERDING Side. 

The volleyball 
team grabbed its first sectional title under 
coach Joyce Moss which was taken with 
a three-game sweep by rival Snider. The 
girls then fell short in regionals against 
Muncie Central. 

Just recently, boys’ track steamrolled 
the competition, or lack thereof, at the 
SAC meet. It brought home the title, 
which was no surprise to our ears. The 
girls’ though were stripped of their title 
after the meet due to substitution issues. 

The Bad: 

Northrop is losing a 15-year basketball 
coach in Greg Peden. He led the Bruins 
to a sectional title in 2003, and Peden 
finished his career with a record of 110- 
216: 

Also, girls’ basketball coach Greg 
Rahrer is stepping down after four years 
of coaching. Rahrer finished his career 
with a 43-45 record. 

Northrop then lost a great swim coach 
in Lisa Ketcham as she passed away at 
the age 50. Ketcham is and will be missed 
dearly by Northrop. 

The Ugly: 

The boys’ basketball fell off the cliff 
and kept falling. The Bruins went a 
straight 0-9 in the SAC, and finished 
the season off with a 2-18 record, with 
its only wins coming from Huntington 
North and Bellmont. The highlight to the 
year was when the Bruins came inches 
away from taking eight-ranked South 
Side in the second round of sectional, but 
lost in overtime 51-50. In the game, junior 
Geoff Bauer went scoreless but picked up 
a crucial rebound. 


Out Of 
Bounds 
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Rugby beats Bloom- 
ington to go to 4-5 


Northrop 
rugby players, 
playing for 
Carroll’s team, 
now stand at 4-5 
with their most 
recent victory 
coming against 
Bloomington. 
The relatively 
young team is led 
by seniors Seth 
Roberts, Harris 
Hadzic, and 
Lorne Russell. 

Russell said 
he believes the 
record will get 
better if the team 
can improve in 
two main areas. “We need to do better 
tackling and to improve communication,” 
said Russell. 

Younger players are also improving 
their games in Russell's opinion. “They’re 
picking up the game really fast. They’re 
going all out,” he said. 

Russell still feels that they have a 
good chance of making it to state as all of 
Northrop’s preliminary round opponents 
are other Ft. Wayne schools: Warsaw, 
Dwenger, and Homestead, all of which he 
feels are weaker teams than Northrop. 

One of two Gaytans on the team, junior 
Jorge also felt the same way about their 
chances of going to state. 

“Warsaw, Homestead, none of them 
are as good as we are. I think we are able 
to beat any of them. It might be tough to 
beat some of them, but i think we can do 
it,” said Gaytan. 


Northrop rugby 
players officially play 
for Carroll’s team. 


Girls’ track wins 17th 
sectional 


The Bruins track and field team will 
move on to the regional competition after 
winning the sectional meet on May 16. 
The girls conquered Concordia Lutheran 
with a score of 139- 118. The girls lost to 
Concordia in a meet earlier this season. 

“T already knew the girls’ were going 
to be fired up and ready to compete,” said 
head coach Matt Miller. 

Junior runner Jessica Harms had four 
first place wins. She won the 100 hurdles, 
300 hurdles, long jump, and was a part of 
the winning 4x100 relay team. 
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Boys’ track still with 
undefeated season 


After an undefeated regular season and 
clinching the SAC title, the boys’ track and 
field are looking to the state finals again. 

Along with an 11-0 regular season 
records, the Bruins have also been breaking 
longstanding records. 

Senior Bobby Moldovan broke a 25-year- 
old stadium record on the 3,200 meter race 
with a time of 9:28:85 with beat the previous 
record of Scott Maddox’s 9:32:5. 

“I talked to him about the 4x400. He just 
said ‘I'll do it, coach,’” said new head coach 
Fred Blanks. 

Sophomore Corey Shank set the SAC 
record high jump record at Wayne Stadium 
of 16 feet and 7.25 inches. 

With new records being set almost every 
meet, and being ranked fifth in the state in 
the IHSAA coaches poll. 


Boys’ golf heads into 
sectional at 8-1 


As the season comes to a close and 
sectionals approach, the Boys Golf team 
stands with a strong 8-1 record, the only loss 
coming from our rival Snider. 

“I have been very pleased with everyone 
this year. I’ve been impressed with the effort 
and dedication that the team is putting in,” 
said coach Dan Gibson. 

The first sectional match will be on June 1 
against 13 other area teams. 

“We will do well in sectionals if we remain 
to play as a team. Sectionals and regionals 
are very tough this year so it’s hard to say for 
sure how good we will do,” said Gibson. 


Softball narrows in on 
sectional opener 


As the season is getting closer to 
sectionals and the tournament, The Lady 
Bruins softball team is starting to come 
together and lock in. 

“We have a tough sectionals group, but if 
we stay tough, we can move on and take it,” 
said head coach Dave Freon 

With their record at 8-14, the team is 
trying to get it together to finish off the 
season and take the SAC. Then, the girls look 
at Homestead for sectional. 

“We lost to them during the season, but if 
we try hard, we can beat them,” said senior 
Ashley Sommers. 


WB? / MAY 2007 


Baseball grabs its first 
Greyhound invite 


The boys’ 
baseball team 
was currently on 
a roll with four 
straight wins, 
but recently lost 
their last two 
games. The team 
is currently 17-8. 

“They’ve 
made a great 
effort,” said 


MALINDA GUNKEL 


head coach Rob 
Milledge of the 
team. 

1 Mie vecerD Senior Josh Smith 
playing Prcuy is one of the Bruins’ 
well the second top pitchers. 
half of the 


season,” said 
junior captain Tyler Spillner. 

Some of the team’s remaining goals 
are to beat Dwenger so that they don’t 
go undefeated in the SAC. They also 
want to win sectionals. Spillner said that 
they also want to beat Carmel. 

Milledge says that he’s pleased with 
the team’s performance, but also says, 
“We've made a few mistakes.” 

“We've improved on a lot of things,” 
concluded Spillner. 

Just recently, the baseball team 
made Northrop history winning its 
first Greyhound Invitational at Carmel 
High School. The Bruins first defeated 
Chesterton 11-3. Then had a comeback 
victory against Lafayette Central 
Catholic. Then in the championship 
game took down Carmel 6-4, who was 
the host of the tournament. 


Girls’ tennis ends its 
season at 4-9 


With the end of the school year almost 
here, the girl’s tennis season is far from 
over. 

The girl’s tennis team holds a record of 
4-9 so far in their season. 

The girl’s tennis team has two 
tournaments remaining before their 
sectional meet, which will begin Thursday 
May 17 and will go until Saturday the 19. 

“We practice even on rainy days when 
we have to be inside,” said junior Amanda 
Harris. “We haven't been able to have a 
lot of practices so we have been trying to 
get the best out of the time we have.” 
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Most-Requested Prom Songs 


Baby Got Back 
-Sir Mix-Alot 


Pop, Lock and Drop It 
-Huey 


Cotton-Eyed Joe 
-Kinky Friedman 


Walk It Out 
-DJ Unk 


Buttons 
-Pussycat Dolls 


Buy You a Drank 
-T-Pain 


Casper Slide 
-DJ Casper 


Cupid’s Chokehold 
-Gym Class Heroes 


CON DD OP WN 


This Is Why I’m Hot 
-MIMS 


<< 


Glamorous 
e -Fergie 


1 


-source: survey of 100 Bruins, 
guy/girl Mix 


June 1-15 


Mr. Brooks 

Knocked Up 

Ocean’s Thirteen 

Hostel: Part I 

Fantastic Four: Rise of 
The Silver Surfer 

Nancy Drew 


Coming UP 
Summer Movies 


-source: metacritic.com (music review) 


June 22-29 


Evan Almighty 
DOA: Dead or Alive 


Ratatouille 


Imus in the mourning, but shouldnt be 


n April 4, Don Imus woke up to 
C)« his radio talk show Imus In The 

Morning, not knowing he was about 
to become the main attraction in a media 
circus. 

During the show’s sports segment while 
discussing the Rutgers v. Tennessee NCAA 
women’s basketball championship that 
was played the night before, Imus jokingly 
described the players on the team as being 
“some nappy-headed hoes,” as reported by 
Time magazine. 

This is the single statement that self- 
appointed African-American leaders Jesse 
Jackson and Al Sharpton have condemned 
in the past month, but what they don’t 
want you to know is the true nature of the 
comment. 

The full quote by Imus is as follows: 
“That’s some rough girls from Rutgers. Man, 
they got tattoos...” 

It was then Imus was cut off by his co- 
host Sid Rosenberg on the phone. 

“Some hardcore hoes,” said Rosenberg, 
who has been Imus’ longtime sidekick on 
the show. 

Imus continued, confirming in a 
humorous manner: “That’s some nappy- 
headed hoes there. And the girls from 
Tennessee, they all look cute you know, 
SO 
Based on this transcript, it was 
Rosenberg, not Imus, who first called the 
Rutgers girls “hoes.” The “nappy-headed” 
portion was just another adjective Imus next 
used to add some comedy. 

The only reason Sharpton and others 
decided to go after Imus was for one simple 
reason: Imus is famous and Rosenberg is 
not. 

Media figures such as Sharpton have 
taken this quotation out of context for the 
sole purpose of creating a public fiasco to 
further their agenda of fighting the existence 
of a continually racist America. 

Jackson and others have taken the 
“nappy-headed” phrase and twisted it into 
a racial slur, ignoring the fact that Imus also 
called the girls on the Tennessee team 
--with about the same ratio of black to white 
players--“cute.” 


July 6-13 


Transformers 
License to Wed 


Harry Potter and The Order 


Live Free or Die Hard Of the Phoenix 

Eagle vs. Shark (limited The Strangers 
release) Talk To Me 

Death At a Funeral Interview 
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Showtime Who would have thought 
», that Imus being the alleged 
bigot he is, would also find 
African-American women 
attractive, as he implied. 

It appears he was only 
saying (in context) that the 
girls from Rutgers looked 
really butch on the court that 
night. 

The fact is that Imus is not 
a bigot, he is a comedian. It is 
his job to poke fun at people. That’s what he 
gets paid for. 

In the acceptance of Imus’ apology, 
Rutgers coach C. Vivian Stringer said, “Don 
Imus has stolen a moment of pure grace 
from us.” She also said this while standing in 
front of the press, with what appeared to be 
some nappy hair of her own. 

Even so, if Imus of all people is accusing 
others of having some nappy hair, they 
should probably listen, because Imus himself 
is definitely the biggest nappy-headed talk- 
show host I’ve ever seen. To put it nicely, he 
has hair fit for radio. 

All of this hype over someone telling 
a joke, racist or not, is simply ridiculous 
though. 

Look at the big picture here: Why is it that 
Chris Rock can stand on stage and say the 
n-word on a whim without persecution, but 
when Imus says something even remotely 
racist he is slammed by the press? 

It’s a fact that movies viewed as comedy 
classics with racist undertones, such as 
Mel Brooks’s Blazing Saddles, could not be 
made today due to the present state of our 
country’s entertainment industry. 

Things would be much better if everyone 
would stop for a minute and think about 
why some people are so sensitive about the 
supposed differences between the races. 

Perhaps actor Morgan Freeman said it the 
best: “I am going to stop calling you a white 
man, and I’m going to ask you to stop calling 
me a black man.” 

We as a people need to stop pointing out 
our differences and start living simply as 
Americans, or comedy and entertainment as 
we know it will die with our insecurities. 


\ 


NICK 
STIEBER 


July 20-27 


I Now Pronounce You Chuck 
And Larry 

Hairspray 

Skinwalkers 

The Simpsons Movie 

I Know Who Killed Me 

No Reservations 
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lying within Spider-Man 3. 

Peter Parker (Toby Maguire) finally 
finding the balance between his love with 
Mary Jane Watson (Kirsten Dunst) and his 
role of Spiderman. 

For the first time in the trilogy the city of 
New York are appreciating Spiderman for 
his good deeds instead of trying to find his 
bad edges. 

One night while in the park Parker and 
Watson are lying on a web and looking into 
the sky when an asteroid falls from the sky 
and extracts a symboite. 

A symbiote is a living alien organism that 
attaches it self to another living organism, 
but it can bond with non-human creature. 
Symbiote will increase the strength, speed, 
and durability of the host. 

In the first Spiderman movie, Parker’s 
Uncle Ben (Cliff Robertson) was shot down 
in the middle of one of New York streets by 
Flint Marko (Thomas Haden Church). 

After fleeing from the cops Marko 
stumbles into a particle accelerator. With 
in the machine his molecule are mixed 
with sand and he is altered into one of 
Spiderman’s new villains Sandman. 

During a parade honoring Spiderman 
Marko attempts to rob an armored truck, 


Gime is back with the greatest battle 


14 / PREMIERE 


Newest Spider Man swings into 
theaters after weeks of antipication, 
grosses $176.6 million in opening 
weekend; other big movies to follow 


a 
a 
ie 


when Spiderman shows up, 
he is overpowered. 

One night while Parker is 
sleeping the symboite bonds with his 
costume. Parker realizes that not only has 
his costume has changed but that his powers 
have been enhanced. 

After using the suit many times Parker’s 
attitude is changed drastically. He is acting 
more violent after a near-death brawl with 
Marko in the sewer. 

Also changing his attitude was the fall- 
out with Watson. Osborn who now has his 
memory back threatened Watson. 

While on a date with Gwen Stacey (Bryce 
Dallas Howard) at a jazz club where Watson 
works now that her Broadway life was shut 
down by the words of some critics. 

Parker goes to Osborn’s mansion and 
reveals his feeling about what Osborn 
did with Watson. “I protected you in high 
school and now I’m going to kick your...” 
said Osborn before the fight with him and 
Parker began. Osborn threw one of his 
orange glowing bombs at Parker but Parker 
throws it right back at him, leaving his face 
disfigured. 

While at a church Spiderman tries to get 
ride of the charcoal colored Spiderman suit. 
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Spider- 
Man 3 
leads 
string 


| of new 
i summer 


block- 
busters 


BRIAN WOLF 


OLOHd 44VI1S 


He bumps into the large bell and notices 
that the symboite is sensitive to ringing 


sounds. 


After all the symbiote detaches from 
Parker, it falls to the ground where Eddie 
Brock (Topher Grace), who was the 
competing photographer at the Bugle, is 
standing and the symboite attaches itself 
to him and Brock becomes the new villain, 
Venom. 

In a final brawl, Venom and Sandman vs. 
Spiderman and Goblin, to save Watson from 
a taxi cab up 50 or some stories. The ending 
is climatic which is for the viewer to find out 
for themself. 

Spiderman 3 in it’s first day in the box 
office made $59,842,919 beating the previous 
record of $55,830,600 set by Pirates of the 
Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest. 

Over the next few months while school is 
out the box office will be shooting out new 
movies left and right. 

Movies such as the third Pirates of 
the Caribbean: At World's End, the fourth 
installment of the Die Hard movies, Live Free 
or Die Hard, plus The Simpsons Movie, the 
fourth Harry Potter movie, Harry Potter and 
The Order of the Phoenix and many others that 
are set to hit theaters this summer. A- 


COURTESY OF JULIE NGUYEN 


Latest Avril Lavigne release just shy of the ‘best thing’ 


JULIE NGUYEN 


The new album, The Best Damn Thing, hit 
No.1 in not just the United States but also 
Britain and various other countries. Avril 
Lavigne acknowledged this by going to 
Japan and accepting a double platinum 
disc, just one week after its release. 


jigs Lavigne’s back, in love and with the 
same punk songs that almost every girl 
can sing or relate to. 

In her new album, The Best Damn Thing, 
released only last month, it has a different 
range of songs from stealing someone’s 
boyfriend and finding true love. 

Most of the songs have been produced 
or mixed by her husband of a year or so, 
Deryck Whibley, which may explain her 
changes and bountiful supply of love songs 
with her own little punk twist to it to make it 
her own. 

One of the more and better less-known 
catchy songs in her album is the title track 
“The Best Damn Thing,” where she talks 
about how she is basically the best damn 
thing that anybody has ever seen, namely 
her husband. 

The tone for her album is upbeat and less 
heavy unlike her previous album, Under 
My Skin, with songs about heartbreak, 
running away and how’s she “giving up on 
everything” one of the main things, boys. 

Admittedly, Under My Skin shows a much 
more mature side of Lavigne that teenage 
girls can easily relate to. But The Best Damn 
Thing shows a more immature, childish side 
to Lavigne. 


One example of this is evident in her 
“Girlfriend” video that goes with the song 
of the same name. Lavigne runs around 
pushing and kicking the “girlfriend” 
around while simultaneously seducing her 
boyfriend. She also starts singing to the 
boyfriend with lyrics such as: “You're so fine, 
I want you mine. You’re so delicious, I think 
about you all the time. You’re so addictive, 
don’t you know what I can do to make you 
feel alright?” 

In the album, all of the songs start to 
sound a little alike. The words start repeating 
and teh CD sounds like a very long song 
with the same beats and lyrics. It’s easy to 
forget though since the words are so easy to 
sing along to or dance to. 

Her album is a little different than her 
previous ones because of how blatantly 
upbeat and different it is from her previous 
ones. Her new album shows that love can 
change people for the better, or in her case, 
her new and improved sound and look. 

This side of Lavigne and her new album 
fits in well with the type of songs this year, 
which may describe its overwhelming 
popularity. In the end, the album is still 
better compared to other sadder, less-known 
albums that are out there. A- 


Maybe take a pass for Cage’s new movie Next 


ZACH NORRIS 


We Nicolas Cage, the question is 
usually why? 

Why National Treasure? Why 
The Wicker Man? Why, why, why 
Ghost Rider? | ask a question like that 
furrowing my brow and groaning my 
way through his movies. Then at some 
point, the same thing occurs to me 
that occurs to the tens of millions of 
people who keep Nicolas Cage up to his 
gleaming teeth in leather jackets: The 
man is a movie star. 

But aren’t a lot of people in movies, 
movie stars? Probably. But unlike too 
many of Cage’s peers, he actually seems 
to enjoy being one. He might like being a 
star so much that he doesn’t care what he 
does as long as he’s doing something. 

What difference does it make? They'll 
still come, you may imagine him saying 
as he fixes his hair in the morning (and if 
that gets any longer, darker or fuller, we'll 
have to start calling it a mane). 

Seriously. He just made one hit out 
of a movie about a stunt man with a 


burning skull for a head. Now he’s back with 
a different psych flick about a man who can 
see two minutes into the future. 

Next has been adapted from the 1954 
Philip K. Dick story “The Golden Man,” 
to which the movie bears almost no 
resemblance. 

Cage plays Cris Johnson, a low-rent Las 
Vegas magician. Right away Cage hooks 
us. He wears a velvet tux with a ruffled sea 
foam-green shirt and does his magic tricks 
with a stoner’s deadpan. He’s not taking 
this seriously: There’s barely anyone in the 
audience, he’s playing to us. 

Cris finds himself hounded by the FBI, 
represented here by an enjoyably curt 
Julianne Moore. The feds have learned of 
Cage’s gift and want to use it to save Los 
Angeles from being taken out by a nuclear 
bomb. But he fears exploitation and takes off 
to Arizona, setting off a wild chase that does 
produce one silly yet exciting sequence (the 
director is Lee Tamahori) 

For fabric softening, the film’s three 
screenwriters give Cris visions of a woman. 
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Her name is Liz, played by Jessica Biel. 
Alongside Cage’s spontaneity, Biel seems 
humorless and earnestly dull, the same 
way Eva Mendes did in Ghost Rider. 

The filmmakers have their fun playing 
with Cris’s premonitory powers. A 
one-foot chase in a casino is sublimely 
choreographed, with Cris knowing 
precisely when to bend over or turn a 
corner so the security guys on his trail keep 
missing him by a nanosecond. Meanwhile, 
his visions look like regular scenes until 
they stop and start again. Of course, this 
happens so often that you’re never entirely 
sure when you're watching real action or 
Cris’s prediction of what’s to come. 

This is fun for us, too—until it turns 
crass. The movie’s attempts to psych us out 
are actually desperate, not the least because 
the filmmakers and effects department 
want to detonate stuff and have it not mean 
anything. When you're being toyed with 
that cheaply, you forget how much you 
admire Nicolas Cage’s shamelessness and 
start to resent the movies. B+ 
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More security needed in American schools 


STAFF 


he largest mass shooting in 
American history happened at 
a college campus. 

Seung-Hui Cho freely walked 
into two Virginia Tech classrooms 
and started to shoot everyone in the 
rooms, killing a total of 33 people. 

After that tragic event, students 


are wondering how safe Northrop is. 


The staff of What's Bruin? 
was split on the question. The 
staff members’ opinions ranged 
anywhere between feeling Northrop 
is safe, to suggesting that metal 
detectors should be installed. 

The staff also unanimously 
decided that stricter regulations 
regarding the purchase of firearms 
should be put in place. 

Some staff members felt that 
nothing severe enough has occurred 
at Northrop to warrant extra 
security additions. 

The staff members who say 
Northrop is safe enough believe that 
the two police officers that work at 
Northrop and the patrolling of staff 
members and administrators are 
enough security for Northrop. 

On the other side of the spectrum, 
another group of staff members say 
that Northrop is not as safe as it 
should be. 

These staff members want more 
safety precautions, like metal 
detectors, which could be installed. 

Why? In this age, any student 
(or faculty) could bring in small 
weapons and firearms to any school 
undetected and potentially use them 
to harm other people. 

Although no incident like at 
Columbine or Virginia Tech has 
happened at Northrop, there is still 
the possibility that it could. 

Another staff member had a more 
moderate view. 

This staff member stated 
that there’s always room for 
improvement (regarding safety). 
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But, if metal detectors were 
installed they would hold up all of 
the students entering the building 
and exiting the building, and would 
need at least one person to man the 
metal detectors all day. 

If someone really wanted to harm 
another person, they would still find 
a way to do it. 

A student bent on attacking 
another student could still attack 
outside of school grounds. Here, the 
school may not get attacked, but a 
student would still get harmed. 

Although the staff of What’s 
Bruin? couldn’t unanimously decide 
say Northrop is as safe as it should 
be, the majority did say the security 
at Northrop is still better than many 
other schools in the United States. 

But majority aside, it’s clear that 
the security issue is not going away. 
It still needs addressed. And what 
should be done to make everyone 
safer? 


itt er tees it 


FACT 


OPINION 


16,000 Number of deaths 
in 2002 from drug overdose 


“That’s sad that a lot 
of people overdo it.” 


-freshman Spencer Beckley 


50% The number if teens 
grades 6-12 that report 
monthly alcohol consumption 


“| think their parents 
need to keep track of 
their kids better.” 


-senior Greg Dunn 


-source: Medical News Today; 
The Century Council 
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One teacher can make a difference 


uring this past summer vacation, 
LD everyone I knew kept telling me how 

my senior year was going to be great 
and how it would go by fast. 

Well, I don’t know about all the other 
seniors out there, but this has probably been 
the longest and most frustrating year of my 
life. 

I understand the point that everyone is 
always trying to make. It is the last year of 
high school and seniors should enjoy the 
time that they have left. Even though I can’t 
wait to graduate and move on with my life, 
there are still a lot of people and things that I 
appreciate very much and will never forget. 

High school does serve a significant 
purpose. Northrop has done a good job of 
preparing me for college and my future. But 
it’s the people that really make a difference. 

At Northrop, I have had good teachers, 
bad teachers (one really bad one), and a few 
that were not only great but had a significant 
impact on my life. 

Once in a while, a student also may find 
a teacher that not only makes learning fun 


but also makes you 
want to work even 
harder than you 
think you can. For 
me, that person 

is social studies 
teacher and assistant 
speech coach Walt 
Cook. 

Cook taught me a 
lot when I was in his 
geography class. But 
he also taught me 
something I didn’t 
expect to learn. 

My freshman year, 
he convinced me 

to join the speech 
team. When he first 
brought up the topic it sounded kind of 
boring. But it was a way to get extra credit, 
so I decided to give it a try. 

My first year I practiced on a regular 
basis, but still didn’t do that well. I thought 
about quitting multiple times, but his 


Intention 


ZACH 
NORRIS 


encouragement pushed me to keep working 
harder. I remember that every time I would 
lose a speech competition, he would go over 
my critiques with me and see what I was 
improving on and what I still needed to 
learn. He always told me that one day, if I 
practiced hard enough, I could be one of the 
main competitors in the state. 

I spent the next two years practicing three 
to four times a week, and eventually did 
become a major competitor. 

Cook not only taught me that hard work 
and commitment pays off, he taught me 
that the only person I ever have to compete 
against is myself. He made me want to do 
the best that I can. And I know that I will 
keep that thirst to do the best for the rest of 
my life. 

Even though high school has been long 
and frustrating at times, there have been a 
lot of great moments and a few great people. 
But the example that Cook set has made me 
want to become a teacher as well. I just hope 
I can be half the teacher and person that he 
has been. 


America becoming too dependent on technology 


uperrcalifragilisticexpialidocious. 
Ever since this word was made up 
in the movie Mary Poppins, it has 
been commonly used as an example 
of a very difficult word to spell. 

Most people can’t spell the word in 
general, but CNN recently reported that 
Morgan Pozgar of Claysburg, Pennsylvania, 
is capable of texting this word in 15 seconds. 

This girl’s ability is a perfect example of 
the outrageous amount of time people in 
the modern day are spending with various 
technologies. 

Years ago, people could barely figure out 
the numbers that corresponded with letters 
on their phones. Now, texting has nearly 
replaced the act of actually calling a person 
for the average American. 

However, new and often potentially 
harmful or time wasting technology 
isn’t limited to just new methods of 
communication. 

According to the April 2007 issue 
of Wired magazine, research is being 
conducted to gain full control of people’s 
moods and emotions, to a greater extent 
than our current “upper” and “downer” 
pills and mood stimulants. 

As this technology becomes widely 


available this 
originally beneficial 
technology could 
easily begin to rob 
us of our humanity. 

This has been 
a commonly 
examined question 
in the realms of 
science fiction 
novels and movies 
for years. 

One of the best 
examples being 
1999’s The Matrix 
where humans 
made machines so 
powerful that we 
were reduced to 


Zeitgeist 


CLINT 
SPAHR 


being used as fuel. 

Not to say that a major robot uprising 
is in our immediate future, but the issue 
of humans becoming too dependant on 
technology, more than we already are, is one 
that is very real and very current. 

The aforementioned technology would 
also remove from people, one of the most 
basic factors in the American dream, the 
desire to improve our lives. 
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Without this driving urge the quality 
of life in this country, and any other with 
access to that technology, will see a very 
rapid decline. 

Another great example of this possibility 
is the “smart house”, or a house that can do 
everything for us. In the past this concept 
has made for a great number of movie and 
television plots, but the Dec. 2006 issue of 
Wired also featured an extensive article on 
smart houses that would do everything 
from waking you up in the morning to 
doing your yard work. 

While this lack of basic housework seems 
nice, it will rob millions of Americans of 
what little exercise they get. 

In a time where obesity is one of our 
nation’s greatest problems this could easily 
serve to make things go from bad to worse. 
What would people do with themselves if 
they had everything done for them? 

While the various advances in technology 
are making our lives easier by the day, it’s 
important to keep in mind that they could 
also serve to cause a great decline in the 
general well-being of people in all nations. 
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-freshman 
Shamay Jones 


What 
are 
your 
plans 
for the 
summer? 


“Working 
and trying 
to have fun.” 


-sophomore -junior 
Travis Erica Remke 
Henderson 


“Working 


“I’m going Me 
on vacation and waiting 
to Florida for my 
months.” to come 
home from 
training.” 


SADD, others teach effects of drunk driving 


KATELYN BUTLER 


raduation party invitations are 
Css to be passed through the 

mail daily, the end of high school 
is approaching for many seniors. The time 
for celebration is upon us. 

The parties are for everyone: family, 
friends, teachers, whomever. But the 
meaning for the occasion of the party may 
be getting a little obscured. It’s possibly 
becoming an excuse to drink, and even 
worse, drive. 

High schools around the country are 
very knowledgeable of the fact that this 
goes on and are doing much to try and 
help prevent it. Even here at Northrop. 

Students are made very aware of 
the effects of drinking and driving. It’s 
important to know that stupid causes can 
lead to horrible effects. Effects that can 
change lives in an instant, before they 
even truly start. 

Recently, Osseo-Fairchild High School 
in Wisconsin is going to new and creative 
lengths to enlighten students on drinking 
and driving. The school created TADD, 
Teens Against Destructive Decisions, 
which will bring a great program to 
the students. This includes a drinking 
and driving simulator that includes all 
circumstances a person may encounter 
when driving under the influence. It also 
gives the effect of feeling intoxicated. 

Even though Northrop does not go 
this deep in detail, we still play a huge 
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part at attempting prevention too. 
Students and teachers have created 
the SADD chapter program, Students 
Against Drunk Driving. 

The SADD program is also something 
going on nationwide. It was started 25 
years ago in Massachusetts and has now 
grown to be the most dominant peer-to- 
peer youth education and prevention 
organization within thousands of 
chapters in middle schools, high schools 
and colleges. 

Each year at Northrop, the junior and 
senior class receives a presentation with 
heartfelt speeches about real-life horror 
stories of family members being killed 
from drunk drivers. These presentations 
are thanks to our SADD group led by 
sponsor Lilly Mikol. 

The many attempts at educating 
students on this subject may not even 
work, but at least we are trying. We 
cannot force someone to actually process 
what is said at these presentations, but 
we can force them to be present and at 
least listen. 

It really could happen, nothing is 
impossible. 

When getting ready to party just try 
to make a right choice. Have fun without 
drinking. And if drinking happens, just 
be smart and don’t drive. 

Save somebody’s life, including your 
own. 
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-math teacher 
Angie Love 


-senior 
Caleb McMillen 


“Find a job “I will be 

and get teaching 

ready for summer 

college.” school and 
working with 


the youth.” 


FACT 


OPINION 


1.5 billion The number 
of cell phones being used 
around the world 


“| think cell phone 
companies have too 
much money and my 
service sucks.” 


-sophomore Morgan Iddings 


$20,000 a year The 
average salary of a four- 
person family living in 
poverty in America 


“| wish | made that 
much.” 


-junior Jamie Schmidt 


-source: fda.gov/cellphones; wikipedia.org/ 
PovertylnTheUnitedStates 


Should school publications be censored? 


YES 


A high-school teacher gets fired for a published editorial on 


NICK EHLERDING 


homosexuality that appeared in the school’s newspaper. Of 
ourse, this all happened just around the corner at Woodlan 
High School. 

Journalism adviser Amy Sorrell was eventually transferred to 
Heritage as an English teacher (no journalism) only after letting 
a newspaper issue go to the printer which included opinions 
on homosexuality. Many thought it should have been censored, 
especially the principal. 

There are many things that should be censored, such as 
promotions of illegal drug use and underage drinking. But 
transferring a teacher over allowing students to question the 
tolerance of homosexuals, that’s going over the edge. 

Yes, our schools need to have guidelines when they produce 
a school newspaper. For example, if a story is written over how 
underage drinking and illegal drug use should be legalized, that 
should be an automatic strike three, and no second chances. 

Sex, drugs and violence already surround our world today, so 
the last thing we need is have it swarming around a high school 
newspaper. These are three big topics which should be heavily 
censored within a school newspaper. A good newspaper is able to 
stick to healthy current events, which politics, possibly war and the 
up-and-coming in America. 

We need to expand the minds of our students, not tell them the 
junk gossip that surrounds our hallways. People can’t make it down 
the hall anymore without hearing about the party that happened 
over the weekend, or who is dating who, so why it is needed within 
a school newspaper? 

However, student publications shouldn’t censor everything, they 
should be allowed to talk about the questionable issues to expand 
their practice of journalism, as long as it is in good taste. It won’t just 
expand the practice of journalism, it will also expand the minds and 
opinions of students in the school. When they see an important issue 
it can expand their thoughts on the topic. 

But it seems that in today’s world nothing can be said without 
someone taking it out of context, 
and blowing the situation way out 
of proportion. 

If an article is to talk about 
another religion or race, it should 
be written in such a way that 
people are able to learn and be 
inspired, not an article about how 
these people are better or worse 
than others. 

When a new issue comes out, 
it is good to see positive and 
negative feedback. But sometimes 
that may not be possible because 
you get censored for writing 
something questionable, or 
watching a new teacher run the 
classroom because the adviser 
was sent transferred for allowing 
students to question the tolerance 
of homosexuals. 


DANIEL FICKENSHER 


WB? / MAY 2007 


NO 


atching the news lately and hearing the updates on 
W wees journalism adviser, Amy Sorrell questioned my 
thoughts on all journalism perspectives. 

For those unaware, Sorrell was suspended from school with 
pay because she allowed a student to publish an article about 
homosexuality. The settlement eventually reached stated that she is 
allowed to teach in East Allen Community Schools, but no longer at 
Woodlan in addition to no longer teaching any journalism. 

This alleged inappropriate article over tolerance of 
homosexuality in teens stirred up quite the controversy. This so- 
called inappropriate editorial has me thinking how ridiculous the 
journalism world is going to be during my high-school experience. 
Also, how unfair it will be if there will be complete censorship if 
things get to out of hand over the Sorrell situation. 

Typing this editorial that Bruins are reading, I hope not to offend 
anyone. However if someone doesn’t really like the comments I 
make, then good. The world doesn’t have to agree with me, nor 
does it need to conform to how one person feels on a topic. 

According to a survey reported on Surveys.com of 100 
journalists, the majority feels it is good if any type of writing 
becomes a controversy even if people don’t like it. The same site 
also reported that for teen journalists, censorship just shelters reality 
to the world. This survey site also brings up the fact that being in 
the journalism world isn’t always easy or always agreeable. But, 
writing should still be done appropriately to avoid full censorship. 

Being a part of What’s Bruin?, I haven’t ever had to feel that 
my writing is going to get censored, because keeping it clean and 
appropriate is the key to good writing. But, getting censored to the 
fullest extent is unfair for anyone trying to write to the best of their 
ability. Even if the topic seems a little more on the risky side. 

Honestly, do people want to always read basic, none energetic 
articles that have no emotion behind them? If that is the case, I 
won't be reading any publication like that, if it comes out. 

According to Surveys.com, a group of 200 common magazines 
subscribers said they won't give their business if there is no opinion 
or topics that don’t have any 
controversy in them. 

Sorrell shouldn’t have let 
go because she let something 
addressing homosexual acceptance 
get published. She did the right 
thing to let her student experiment 
with a topic that wasn’t talked 
about. Censorship shouldn’t be 
necessary unless it’s causing a 
problem that could harm anyone. 

I believe that everyone has 
the right to defend his or her 
own opinion. But if taking away 
my freedom to write because the 
censorship is getting too strict, 
then writing seems pointless. 
Censorship isn’t just a way to 
turn people away from pursuing 
journalism, it lowers the value of 
opinions. 


BRITTAINY ELLIS 
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RAVENSCROFT BEAUTY COLLEGE 


Currently 
Enrolling 


Become an artist 
through one of our 
many fine departments 


~Cosmetology- 
-Barber- 
Nail Technician- 
~Esthetics- 


Ee For more information Maplewood Plaza 6110Stellhorn Road 486-8868 


PHONE (260) 489-9626 
(260) 489-6682 


She 
Hower Vook, Inc. 


A FULL SERVICE FLORIST 


WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 


CLAS J OF 2008 
Special: ana 


Call by June 15 for your summer 
appointment. Get $20.00 off Senior sitting! 


BILL HEINS PROTOSS enn | 


Specialists in Senior Portraiture 
6829 Pawawna Drive - Near Georgetown Square 
485-2960 heinsbils7@aol.com 
We take the time to do it right. 


M 
1414 Northland Blvd. Behind Hires on Lima Rd. 


ENTER TRINMENT {CENTER 


Smoke Free 
Facility 


Fort Wayne, In. 46825 


490-BOWL (2695) 


Bowling - Glow in the Dark Mini Golf 


Large Arcade 


Ball-O-City - Snack Bar - lce Cream Shop 


summe met 3 specials 


Bring these coupons to 
Crazy Pinz for your 


Not Valid with any other offer 
Offer expires 8-31-07 


Good for $1.00 off 


Kidz Club 


Monday thru Friday 10:00am till 5:00 pm 
Bow for 2 Hours,-FREE shoe rental, a Soft Drink 
and 2 Game Tokens - Reg. Price t& 05 


Not Valid with any other offer 
Offer expires 8-31-07 ® 


eo @ 
Pizza, Pins & Pop 
Sunday thru Thursday 
2 hour Lane Rental, up to 5 pair of rental shoes, 
1 Large Pizza and 2 Pitchers of Pop 
a $85.50 value for $49.95 


Take an additional $3.00 off 


Summer Fun !!! 


Not Valid with any other offer 
Offer expires 8-31-07 


3 Hour Tour 


Sunday thru Thursday 
2 Games of bowling, 9 holes of Mini Golf 
Hot Dog, chips and a soft drink 
and 20 Tokens 
all for just $14.95 


£1.00 Off 


Sunday Night 
High School Night 


With HOT 107.9 
Lights, Music, Unlimited bowling, and Mini Golf 
plenty of Prizes 
Sunday Night 8:30 to Midnight 
Reg. Price $9.95 - $1.00 off with this coupon 


Not Valid with any other offer 
Offer expires 8-31-07 


